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“May you have success and build the house of the LORD ” 1Chr22:11

In October 2024 Mike McCabe had the privilege of visiting Malawi again. It
was intentionally a low-key trip with the goal being to visit and support former
Field Director, Simon Chikwana’s family, his friends and colleagues, and also
our staff team.

Whilst there, he was incredibly blessed to be able to visit Chizombezi ZEC
Church which Simon played a major role in planting. The church began in
2021 and is very ably led by the dynamic Pastor Felix Mkoma who, through
the generosity of zm supporters, has completed a Diploma in Theology and
Christian Ministry and is currently studying towards his bachelor’s degree.
Pastor Mkoma has, through zm, received a tablet computer to enable him to
do his assignments and also a bicycle on which he visits his congregants.
Chizombezi members have also benefited and received goats in the Pass-on
Project (see page 6) and already the goats have 3 kids!

The church currently meets in a school classroom and has experienced great
spiritual and numerical growth. Pastor Mkoma’s wife, Margaret, plays a key
role in leading the women’s ministry and coordinating the worship groups.
Through assistance from Chipata ZEC church they have managed to purchase
a piece of land with the intention of beginning building their church in 2025!
Chizombezi also now supports two church plants out of the little they have!

Cover: Felix with his wife Margaret and their children, Ezekiel, Emmanuel and Favour.
Opposite: with General Secretary Robert Yanduya on the site of the new church..
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EBCoM is 60! by ift Mphongolo (EBCoM Principal)

The year 2024 is the year that shall remain in annals of the Evangelical Bible
College of Malawi. The year 2024 marked the 60t anniversary of this amazing
institution and during this year we received accreditation by the National
Council of Higher Education, this was indeed a milestone! Through the years
EBCoM has existed, it has been growing, increasing enrolment and expanding
the number of programs. We now have a total of six programs, a journey that
started with one! Currently we offer: Certificate of Biblical Studies in Chichewa;
Certificate of Biblical Studies in English; Diploma in Theology and Christian
Ministry; Bachelor of Theology; Bachelor of Christian Ministry —option
Education and The Certificate of Ministry Pastor’s Wives Program. So far
EBCoM has graduated over 1000 students with most serving in the churches
in Malawi and Mozambique.

For 60 years we have remained relevant and have not diverted from our initial
call, to train men and women in the knowledge of the Lord and of the
scriptures, together with other relevant subjects, with a view to providing
suitable leaders and workers for the Christian Church and society. In all these
years quality has not been compromised. The testimony of this is the
achievement of accreditation by the National Council of Higher Education this
year. We thank God for this and all our partners for standing with and helping
EBCoM to achieve this milestone.

One of the joy-filled graduation ceremonies held recently.
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Assistant librarian Gift Moyo repairing the students’ reference books.

Looking forward EBCoM’s goal is to achieve the six main critical success
areas outlined in the 2023 -2028 strategic plan which are:

1. Build a More Stable Financial Base

2. Good Governance

3. Staff Recruitment, Training and Retention

4. Quality Assurance and Credibility

5. Partnership Development with Missions and Churches

6. Improving Operational Effectiveness and Efficiency

And also to meet the following remaining strategic objectives:
1. To increase student’s enrolments for both regular and extension
programs from 145 to 250 by 31st December 2028
2. To improve infrastructure and technology and develop the
research and publication aspects of the college by 31st December
2028
3. To start offering our Open Distance and E-learning courses by
2028
EBCoM has enjoyed and benefited from the long partnership with zm.
Since EBCoM'’s inception zm has been like a parent of EBCoM and that
has transformed to a partnership with the goal of achieving EBCoM’s
self-reliance. Recently zm has assisted EBCoM to build a duplex house
which is bringing rental income to EBCoM. Let the partnership grow, to
the glory of God.
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Goat Pass-on Project by Rose Chirwa (zm Acting Field Director)

The Goat Pass-on Project started in 2015 with 194 goats bought with funding
from zambesi mission. In 2022 and 2023, 5 ZEC churches bought 83 Goats
which were given to 83 church members and at least 40% of that number
have already been received from the first beneficiaries. 194 families from 9
ZEC churches benefitted and more than 500 families have benefited from the
initiative since then. The pass on initiative allows beneficiaries to receive
goats, breed them and then pass on the offspring to a member within the
church, thereby multiplying the benefits within the church.

The Goat Pass-on Project is warmly welcomed by church members because
goats have a high birth-rate, survive on shrubs and need less manpower. The
initiative came at a crucial time when church members were struggling with
unpredictable weather patterns and economic hardship. The main aim of this
initiative is to contribute to food security. It also to provides an alternative
source of income to church members helping them to pay their tithes, school
fees for their children and be able to support their struggling Pastors. The
picture below shows a family of who were among the first to receive a goat.
After it gave birth the first offspring was given away, and now the goat has
given birth to another two female goats. Through this project zambesi mission
is playing a vital role in improving livelihoods and fostering a culture of self
sustainability among its partners.

Namula ZEC church members with their goats.
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Latest news

e We are saddened to advise you of the home call of John Horder. During
much of the 1980s, John, accompanied by his wife Caroline, was a
missionary with Africa Evangelical Fellowship lecturing at EBCoM, formery
called the Likhubula Bible Institute. On returning to the UK, John then
lectured at Moorlands Bible College, again preparing men and women to
serve God. But John never lost his love for the people of Malawi and on
retiring he agreed to become a member of zambezi mission's Executive
Committee. From 2013 to 2018, John’s experience and wisdom were
greatly valued by zm, especially concerning EBCoM. Indeed after his
retirement from the council, he continued to give advice whenever
requested. .

e Pastor Chabwinja (pictured below) was inducted as pastor of Mponyera
ZEC Church, situated in the Tsangano Region of western Mozambique, by
the General Secretary, Saimone Mariquete.

e An update from ZEC General Secretary Robert Yanduya:

“As we look towards 2025, discipleship will be a key focus area as we
launch various programs for children, youth and adults focusing on
spiritual growth and leadership development. We are committed to
empowering new and existing leaders within ZEC to ensure a strong
foundation for future growth. Please pray that the Lord would bless all our
efforts as we seek to serve Jesus, our Master.”
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For mailing purposes we hold your name and address on our computer. They will not
be given to any other person or organisation. Please contact the office if you would like
to stop receiving this, or any other, publication from zambesi mission.

zZm is a charity registered in England and Wales (1165004) and Scotland (SCO46748)



