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Cover story 

Our cover story is about adversity against the odds. Pictured is Pastor 

Emmanuel Jason who serves at the Nsanama Zambesi Evangelical Church in 

the Eastern region of Malawi. He was posted to this predominantly Islam-

following region in September 2024 finding a church that was in decline 

without even a toilet. 

 

Facing a congregation of people with both Christian and Muslim backgrounds 

provided many challenges and, in his words, “I was nervous being posted 

here.” Instead of caving in to despair, this young go-getter, who loves the Lord 

set to work doing what he was gifted in, preaching the Word and making 

bricks! A lot of bricks as you can see from the picture! The bricks are then 

baked as seen on the front cover. These are sold to ensure the sustainability 

of the church and to build a beautiful new toilet block with a Men’s and a 

Ladies’ facility! 

 

When he’s not making bricks, Emmanuel is studying and went back to school 

this year and successfully completed his Malawi Certificate of Education. And 

he’s not done; his goal is to attend the Evangelical Bible College of Malawi to 

“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much” 

Luke 16:10 

Pastor Jason and his team of elders in front of Nsanama ZEC with Ritchie Dealtry, zm 

Administrator. 



study on the Extension Program (a hybrid of distance and in-person learning) to 

attain his dream of a theological qualification. With the help of zm and our 

supporters this could become a reality in the near future. They have also 

launched Bible studies for the church members which are held both in the 

church and also in the community. Some needs highlighted by Pastor Jason  

are for Bible study resources and audio Bibles as there are a large number of 

visually impaired people in the congregation.  

 

His evangelistic heart and hard work have quickly established him as a pillar in 

the community and are bearing fruit. Many Muslim neighbours are coming to 

the Lord and others are asking for prayer when facing times of difficulty. Please 

keep Pastor Jason in your prayers as he plays his part in advancing the 

Kingdom on the frontline! 
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Pastor Emmanel with his wife Medah, and their son Redeemer 



Since the founding of the church, ZEC’s vision and mission has largely been driven 

by women, youth and children ministries. The Synod meeting of 

2022 established the Men's ministry with an aim of mobilising all men in the church to 

actively participate in the Great Commission. Between August 28th and 31st 

2025, the Men's ministry held their inaugural national conference on the southern 

shores of lake Malawi in the Salima district. The theme of the conference was, “Man 

up: Living a life of purpose”. Over 140 men from the south and central regions of 

Malawi attended the conference. Speakers spoke on critical issues affecting men 

including spiritual leadership, biblical worship, practical disciple-making, financial 

literacy, social economic development, and mental health.    

The conference presented another opportunity for zambesi mission to provide enabling 

support as it has always done over the last 133 years. Apart from providing financial 

support for the conference, I, Anthony Masala (zm Regional Director), was 

a keynote speaker, and taught on spiritual leadership: men as spiritual leaders in the 

home and church. Thank you for partnering with zm in its work in Malawi and Northern 

Mozambique. Your support continues to change lives and bear much fruit, fruit that 

will last (John 15:1-4).    

2025 Zambezi Evangelical 

Church Men's Ministry National Conference by Anthony Masala  

Partner focus  

Attendees at the Men’s Ministry National Conference. 



Partner Focus 

In his remarks, the General Secretary, Rev Robert Yanduya, said that the conference 

presented a “great opportunity for us to interact with men and to share the word of 

God. Men have benefited, and we look forward to a fruitful ministry in the church now 

and in the days to come”. 

He further thanked God and zambesi mission for the unwavering commitment 

towards supporting Gospel-preaching, disciple-making and Christ-like 

leadership initiatives of the church.    

The establishment of Men’s ministry in ZEC marks a new milestone for the church’s 

commitment to the Great Commission. The men went home praising the Lord having 

been reminded and challenged to take up their role as spiritual leaders and to be a 

blessing to their families, churches and communities. Please join us in praying that 

the impact the conference made upon men’s hearts will go a long way to invigorate 

and revive the church.    

 

“I made it a point to attend this Men’s conference. It was the first of its kind 

and I wanted to be part of the history. We have been taught real life issues, 

which men are facing in line with the theme. I am very happy with this and 

such meetings should continue. We will be able to share the personal and 

daily issues that we face as men. I thank everybody who has contributed to 

this: the panelists, whoever was there. Those who took part in this. Most 

importantly, we thank God for organising this.”. Mr James Katunga, church 

elder. 



Sustainability Update: Building Long-Term Partnerships 

By Rose Chirwa 

zambesi mission prioritises sustainability in its ministry, aiming for 

partnerships built on mutual effort rather than dependency. During leadership 

trainings and bookset conferences, sustainability remains a key focus, 

encouraging partners to develop resources for gospel work. 

Recently, through a generous donation, zm Malawi provided four bags of 

fertiliser to one widow and three retired pastors. This approach promotes food 

security and income generation. Fertilizer boosts crop yields, enabling families 

to feed themselves and sell any surplus for long-term sustainability. 

Recipients like Pastor Bello, retired due to health challenges, and Mrs. 

Captain, a widow, expressed deep gratitude for this timely support. 

Beyond fertilizer, partners are initiating projects to strengthen self-reliance. 

ROLEC has sold over 400 chickens and plans to expand into bee-keeping and 

goat pass-on programs. In Mozambique, zm supported the printing of chitenge 

cloth, generating significant income for the Synod, with half of the first batch 

already sold. Please pray for wise use of these resources and continuity of 

projects, ensuring faithfulness to the trust given (1 Corinthians 4:2). 
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Fertiliser gift for retired Pastors  



A tribute to Pastor John Searle (1937-2025)  

John Searle first visited Malawi in 1998. After attending ZEC synod conference in 

Lilongwe, he visited our partner churches to learn more of zm’s work. From there, 

he went on to establish Aquaid Lifeline to support the ultra-needy children and 

youth.  

Through Aquaid, John complemented zm’s work in so many amazing ways. Over 30 

ZEC churches and pastors’ houses were constructed, relief was provided to rural 

pastors etc. John’s work in Malawi impacted so many lives, young and old. The 

neglected and abandoned were rescued and shown the love of Christ. John 

believed that faith without action is dead.  

May the God of all comforts, who comforts us in all our affliction, comfort his wife 

Stella, his family and the entire Aquaid Lifeline family. Our hearts and prayers are 

with them. Rest in peace, great and faithful servant of the Lord. 

 

Another “good and faithful servant” called home 

On 28th December, aged 102, Jean Murray went to be with her Saviour. In 1965 

she went out with zm to the newly independent nation of Malawi. She was based 

first at zm’s HQ, Mitsidi, and later at Ntonda. Whilst Jean loved being involved in 

everything, she was in greatest demand in the health centres running day clinics, 

overseeing pharmacies, going out to the villages in her Landrover, pulling out teeth 

and of course delivering babies. Jean retired back to Hove in 1988, leaving as her 

legacy trained African believers to continue the compassionate ministries in ZEC. A 

longer tribute with photos is on the news section of zm’s website. 

Students learning new skills at the Joseph Booth Technical College at Mitsidi. These skills 

will assist church planters to sustain themselves. 
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