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Memories of Colin Cresswell from the supporting
churches compiled by David Brown

Colin Cresswell (1938—2026) was so much more than the administrator who
revived zm.

He quietly and gently challenged people into mission and then supported and
encouraged them into action.

We invited those who knew him, in UK and Malawi, to share some of those
special memories and moments

Gabriel Bennett (former school student): | heard Colin speak at Roseford and
Pidley BC An amazing knowledge of the work delivered in his soft, gentle voice
and ever gracious manner. | was astonished to learn that although he
represented zm he was never a missionary with them!

At The Manor School (secondary) | was always delighted when Mr Cresswell came
as a supply teacher - he perfectly controlled the class and somehow managed to
convey that he was a Christian without ever actually preaching at us!

Nigel Ovens , The Vine Fellowship, Littleport:

Colin was a key person in the Vine’s story, | first met him in 1991, and he visited
us many times over several decades. A dry sense of humour and so many stories
of zm.

As a church, starting a new era in 2014, his message was particularly poignant.....
a gentle chastening and challenge delivered with the tenderness of the Father...

Colin and Chris were married for 53 years
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lan Masson - Saxlingham Chapel
Extract from Colin’s preaching at on 7th July 2019 (pm)

We've got a God who says “I'll see you right through; | will guide you, | will
deal with the enemy.” Oh, | wish | could remember that on Monday as well
as on Sunday evening!

Exodus 23, "See, | am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along
the way and to bring you to the place | have prepared." ... not only is He
preparing a place for us, but He's preparing us for the place; and because
of that we often don't understand what He's doing
“He is the_God of the hills AND the valleys, "He told me he was praying for
me every day....! Lynda Masson
"After my husband David died, Colin arranged for a large part of his library
to be sent to Malawi and explained how the books would be used ....so
caring, so kind-hearted..." Sandra Cornell.

"Whenever Colin read a passage of Scripture in public, he always made little
comments on the verses." SallyAnn Howlett
| loved the way that Colin preached as if he was leaning on the Garden Gate
and chatting to me! Becky Morgan
Mike Mitchell - Grange Baptist Church, Letchworth
Colin came to Grange Baptist Church, Letchworth in 1984 in his early days
as a ‘mission rep’ to grow our interest in mission. This established a long
standing relationship with Colin (and Chris) lasting almost 40years. He was
not merely our ‘zm rep’ but a close friend of the Church and to many of us
personally. He was always supportive, encouraging and so knowledgeable;
His hand-produced maps and illustrations were eye-catching ... in the days
before power graphics! He had encyclopaedic knowledge of
and love for Africa, Malawi, steam railways and
cricket at local and Test level.




He spent time in Malawi and shared his personal observations, experiences and
the finer detail, which were so helpful when bringing us news.

As a Church we have so much to thank the Lord for; his keen mission interest, his
great encouragement and his warm expression of the love of Christ to all who
knew him.

Recollections of Colin Creswell’s life and ministry from Malawi and Northern
Mozambique

Ps Sadweck Mphamba: ‘Colin Creswell was a good man, a Barnabas’

For many believers in Malawi and Mozambique, Colin distinguished himself as a
humble and gracious servant of the Lord - a man marked by deep faith, integrity,
wisdom, and a sincere love for God’s work and God’s people.

Rev Jotham Kalumba ZEC GS in the 1990s, ‘he visited the church in Malawi
many times. He had a deep love for God’s work in Africa. He was hospitable and
mission minded. His life radiated the life of Christ through and through”.

Isaac Mpanga, another EBCoM student, who travelled with and often translated
for Colin says “Colin was a committed God's Soldier, a calm and respectful man
who served zm with humility, dedication and wisdom. His contribution to the
growth of zm and Zambezi Evangelical Church was God ordained and will never
be forgotten”.

Rev Dr Michael John Phiri: was a student when Colin was zm Director and EBCoM
Principal when Colin made his last visit to Malawi. He remembers him as a man
of faith, with a heart for the spiritual and financial welfare of the College. “Colin
had a special heart for mission work in Malawi and Northern Mozambique. His
life and ministry left a lasting imprint on many, young and old, and the fruit of his
faithful labour continues to bless the mission and the church even now”.

‘He inspires me to continue living for the Lord’
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Equipping teachers and children to live and preach the
gospel by Pastor Frank Mikondo, ZEC Sunday School Department Coordinator

Stewarding limited resources well, the ZEC Children’s Ministry is having a
phenomenal impact. The work of our dedicated team of Sunday School
teachers across Malawi is bearing much fruit. We see the education of
children as the church’s last line of defence against polluting influences of
false teachers and secularism. During this year we have already conducted
training courses in Lilongwe, Blantyre, Salima and Balak near the lake.

Last year we trained a cohort in Kabwabwa and Pastor James Byson gave the
following feedback:

“For too long, we treated Sunday school as simply childcare, the initiative
equipped our teachers with practical tools that enabled them to make the
Bible come alive for our children”

A testimony from Chimwemwe (a Sunday School attendee) in Balaka, a
Muslim majority area:

“My friend Hassan from next door asked what we do in church. | told him, we
learn to love one another. Now his mum lets him come to Sunday school with
me. We sing songs together.”

Our aim is not to simply host seminars, but to ignite a Christ loving movement
among our teachers and children. We strive to equip teachers with child-
friendly practical skills and tools and to motivate them to let their lived
devotion to Christ be manifest as they work among children in their churches
and communities.

By faith, in 2026, we have lined up training activities across Malawi to
maintain the momentum. We are grateful for your prayers and support. Your
continued partnership with the church in Africa will go a long way impacting
these beautiful souls for Christ.
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2025 Financial Summary

Income total 2025: £280,498 Expenditure total 2025: £255,469
(2024- £306,929) (2024- £273,563)

Key
Purpose as specified by donor:

|:| General Income |:| Church and Partner Support
|:| ZEC/Other Church/zm Partnerships |:| EBCoM

|:| EBCoM - Mission workers in Malawi
- Mission workers in Malawi - UK Ministry and Support

[ ]

UK Personnel/Ministries - Mission Direction

Note — Final figures are subject to independent examination,
additionally in 2025 a legacy of £147,000 was received

2025 Highlights

We give thanks to God for his continued faithfulness, in the five areas ofzm’s
ministry: gospel-preaching, disciple-making, Christ-like leadership, sustainability
and inter-dependent partnerships.

e 72 students were supported in their studies at the Evangelical Bible College of
Malawi

e 1191 subsidised Bibles distributed to believers in Malawi and northern
Mozambique along with 40 Portuguese Bibles

e 1357 Pastors and Sunday School teachers were trained through CFCM and
over 7000 children heard the gospel.

Review of 2025




2025 - How your support has been used overseas
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A transforming gospel story from the mission field
by Anthony Masala (zm Regional Director)

Over the past months, the zm team has journeyed across Malawi and
Mozambique, visiting churches, partner run health centres and orphan day
care centres. In every congregation, “we have seen lives transformed,
men, women, youth, and children growing daily in their faith”.

In February this year, Anthony and Rose, our Malawi office staff, joined
worship service in Kapalasa, a remote village in Zomba where Ndirande
Zambezi Evangelical Church planted a church in 2022. What began with
51 believers has now grown to over 200, a vibrant testimony of Gods
fruitfulness. Many members who were once bound by drunkenness,
polygamy and animism now rejoice as partakers of God’s grace.

At the heart of this growth is Pastor Lesa Nsonthe, a 2024 Evangelical
Bible College of Malawi graduate and primary school teacher. She
volunteers her time and energy, travelling over 50 kilometres each week,
hitchhiking, on bicycles or motorbikes through rain and sun, to shepherd
this flock. Her only support is transport fare from her home church, yet her
commitment is unwavering.
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Kapalasa ZEC stands as a testimony of “the power of God at work, saving
everyone who believes” (Romans 1: 16), it is proof that sound biblical
teaching changes lives even in the most remote corners. Pastor Lesa says,
“Change at Kapalasa has been exponential. Now people understand what
it means to be born again and are eager to grow in their faith.”

Kapalasa story is echoed across Malawi and rural Mozambique, where
faithful preaching is bearing much fruit amid challenges and false
teachings. Let us continue to pray for pastors like Lesa, who labour
tirelessly to make Christ known, and for churches like Kapalasa to be self-
sustaining. In April, Kapalasa ZEC will be blessed with a dozen goats from
zm as a seed for their pass-on-goats initiative. We pray that this initiative
will, in the near future, enable the congregation to support God’s work.

We thank every supporter who has been moved to support zm’s ministry in
Malawi and northern Mozambique, for without you, none of these efforts
to ensure sustainable, gospel-preaching churches would be possible.
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Thank you, Lord, for your faithful servant: a tribute to Jackie
Beryl by Carol F.

Jackie Beryl volunteered as an ad-
ministrative assistant with zm for
several years. She was an active
member of York Baptist church.

As a volunteer rep for zm. | found her
to be proactively helpful, kind, and
tolerant of my lack of administrative
knowledge and skills.

She was always friendly and interest-
ed in my life and what God was doing
in and through me. These attributes
greatly helped me settle into my role
as a member of the zmfamily.

When left zm we kept in touch via
phone and WhatsApp video calls. Her
determination to learn how to use
WhatsApp was a reflection of her
resolve to continue to learn and re-
main as active and engaged with oth-
ers as she could .

She did not let the growing limitations of her body get in the way of her doing what she
wanted to do for God.

Mike Beresford knew Jackie while he was zm’s UK director and remembers her thus:
“She was an invaluable member of staff. She handled donations, writing letters or
emails of thanks and acknowledgement to each supporter as needed. In the pre-
Christmas period, it was always a challenging task dealing with the Gift Scheme which
required careful attention to detail. Writing to supporters requires a gracious and
sensitive approach which Jackie personified. She was responsible for keeping our da-
tabase up to date, which required a keen eye for detail.
Her gifts weren’t confined to administration - she was also a champion of prayer and,
for years after stepping back from her admin role, prepared the mission’s internal
prayer diary which allowed us to pray for one another on a daily basis.
One of Jackie’s greatest gifts as a Christian was her thoughtfulness and empathy for
others. She was genuinely interested in others’ lives and their well-being, always
available to help both practically, prayerfully and through her words of comfort.

She will be greatly missed. Thank you Lord God for your faithful servant.”



Visit to the UK!

Dependant on visa approval, zm Regional Director, Anthony Masala, and EBCoM
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Principal, Gift Mphongolo, will visit the UK in June. Please see below the proposed
itinerary and come and meet them as they share the Gospel and zm update.

JUNE
Fri 5th
Sat 6th
Sun 7th

Mon 8th
Tues 9th
Wed 10th
Thurs 11th

Sat 13th
Sun 14th

Tues 16th
Wed 17th
Thurs 18th
Sun 21st

Tues 23rd

Proposed meeting Anthony

Proposed meeting Gift

7.30pm Canning Town EC (youth), EC (E16 4HN)

11am Canning Town EC (E16 4HN)
6.30pm Canning Town (E16 4HN)

7.30pm Camberwell EC

6pm Pound Lane Free Church (CB7 5SF)
10.30am Grange BC, Letchworth (SG6 4RW)

4pm Soham BC (CB7 5HQ)

7pm Vine CC, Littleport, Mission evening (NN11
4FL)

7.30pm Burleigh Fellowship House Group, St Ives
7.30pm Harrold & Carlton BC (MK43 7BH)

3pm Kirby le Soken EC (CO13 OEE)
7pm Needham Market EC (IP6 8EH)

2pm Heworth Christ Church (YO31 1JG)
10.45am York BC (YO1 6EX)

6.30pm St Andrews EC, York (YO1 7BR)
7.30pm Kings Lynn (zoom prayer meeting)
7.30pm Doncaster EC (DN2 4AY)

10.30am Bere Regis CC (BH20 7HZ)
6pm Alderholt Chapel (SP6 3BQ)
7.30pm Verwood Rd EC (BH21 6RW)

11am Wishaw BC (ML2 7AY)

7pm Newton Mearns BC (G77 6FA)

10.30am Whytes Causeway, Fife (KY1 1XF)

12 noon, Newton Mearns BC (G77 6FA)

7.45pm Little Hill Church (LE18 2GZ)

9.15, 11am St Simon and St Judes (PR9 7BQ)
5pm Upton Baptist Church, Chester (CH2 1LB)
7.30pm Slapton and Wappenham EC (NN12 8PF




Contact us:

Office/Administrator office@zambesimission.org

Ritchie Dealtry zm, York Baptist Church, Priory Street, York, YO1 6EX
01904 674748

Office Manager c.o’connell@zambesimission.org

Clare O’Connell (address as office)
01904 674748

Mission Director m.mccabe@zambesimission.org

Mike McCabe (address as office)
07354 260204

Honorary Representatives

South England p.curtis@zambesimission.org
Philip Curtis Heather View, Ogdens, Fordingbridge, Hampshire, SP6 2PZ
07791 874783
East Anglia Contact the office for details
CFCM Specialist r.macbean@zambesimission.org
Ruth MacBean 15 The Bury, Pavenham, Bedford, MK43 7PX
01234 828859
Scotland j.steel@zambesimission.org
Johana Steel 2 Rozelle Avenue, Newton Mearns, Glasgow, G77 6YS
01416 394698
Find us on:
A member of:
= = Global
www.zambesimission.or Fic oba
g € :‘ & . Connections
O, .4

@ @ZMinPrayer 0 /zambesimission @zambesimission

For mailing purposes we hold your name and address on our computer. They will not
be given to any other person or organisation. Please contact the office if you would like
to stop receiving this, or any other, publication from zambesi mission.

zZm is a charity registered in England and Wales (1165004) and Scotland (SCO46748)



