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Cover story 

We give thanks to the Lord God Almighty for His sustaining grace over the 

ministry of the Zambezi Evangelical Church. Over the past three years, we 

have witnessed a renewed sense of unity across the church. In a context 

previously marked by instability and internal challenges, the Lord has 

graciously caused peace to prevail among us. This unity has helped us to 

rediscover that we are one people, called into one mission – God’s mission 

(Missio Dei) – as we proclaim Christ and make disciples of all nations 

(Matthew 28:18–20).  

We are grateful for the vocational skills training initiative. More recently, we 

just graduated ten church planters, at Joseph Booth Technical College 

(JOBTEC). These young men and women initially graduated from EBCoM in 

2025. This initiative responds to the realities faced by many pastors serving 

small and economically challenged congregations. By integrating skills 

development into the training, we sought to equip these church planters to 

sustain their families while planting churches that can flourish. As Paul 

reminds us, “we worked night and day… so that we would not be a burden” (1 

Thessalonians 2:9). One of the trainees, Josephy Nyenje, is already reaping  
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Mike McCabe meeting some of the prospective churchplanters . 



the benefits of the training. He says “as soon as I learned the basics of 

tailoring, I started making low-cost clothes that I would send to my wife 

to sell in the village. I have just finished making 30 dresses and people 

are placing more orders. I thank ZEC for capacitating me with skills that 

will support my church planting ministry”.   

 
We also celebrate the near completion of the Chipande Irrigation 

Project. The initiative reflects our commitment to shift from the 

traditional donor dependence attitude to locally generated means of 

sustaining God’s mission. We trust that through this project the church 

will raise substantial income to support 

rural pastors thereby enabling them to devote themselves more fully to 

prayer and the ministry of the Word (Acts 6:4).  

Amid uncertainty, we remain encouraged, trusting that the God who 

calls us into His mission will faithfully accomplish His purposes through 

His church (Matthew 28:18-20).  
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Rose Chirwa, Robert Yanduya, Anthony Masala and Pastor McJoe Chitibu  at the 

Chipande Irrigation Project 



Project focus  

On the third day of the conference at Villa Ulongwe in north-

western Mozambique, a testimony was shared: “I used to listen to other 

people’s recorded messages and use their notes to prepare sermons for my 

church. But after going through the Preach the Word session, I can now 

properly handle the text and develop a sound message from it. Thanks 

to zm for bringing us the Bookset Conference.” This testimony captures the 

heartbeat of the conference — grassroots pastors discovering the joy and 

responsibility of preaching Christ-centred, Bible-driven messages.   

 

Across Malawi and northern Mozambique trained pastors are in short supply. 

Most churches are shepherded by lay men and women who have had a 

transforming encounter with Christ and serve out of passion rather than 

formal preparation. Does training, even elementary training, matter for God’s 

mission? The answer is a resounding YES! Where Bible illiteracy prevails, false 

teaching— prosperity gospel, syncretism, and distortions of the faith -

flourishes. Paul tells Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:3-4, “For the time will come when 

they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap 

to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their 

ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables” (KJV). In Mozambique, 

where the majority are economically poor, prosperity gospel has found fertile 

soil and the yeast is spreading faster than the truth.  

Villa Ulongwe Bookset Conference by Anthony Masala 

Participants at the Bookset Conference having received their Bibles and book packs. 



The only antidote is sound, Scripture-based training, modelled by Christ 

himself and formalised by the apostles for the generations that followed. The 

Pastors Bookset Conferences are designed precisely for such needs. At the 

grassroots level, pastors receive practical equipping in preaching, leadership, 

discipleship, ministry sustainability, and pastoral care. These sessions speak 

directly to the realities of the church, sparking immediate transformation.  

 

  The Villa Ulongwe Bookset conference drew 54 leaders 

from 10 denominations around Villa Ulongwe and surrounding 

communities, demonstrating the kingdom nature of zm’s vision and mission. 

The host pastor of one of the largest Pentecostal churches at Villa, 

Araujo Fabiao Mulauzi testified to the impact the conference had on his life 

and ministry, and his words were echoed by many participants. Each of the 

participants received a subsidised Bible and a pack of free Christian literature. 

The conferences are a perfect complement 

to zm’s sustainability support, subsidised Bibles and Christian literature, 

roofing support, bicycles for pastors, and other practical assistance to our 

partners. We thank you for your prayers and support. Your faithfulness to 

God’s mission is transforming many lives. 
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EBCoM Principal, Gift Mphongolo delivering the ‘Preach the Word’ session. 



Bringing hope in  times of great need by Rose Chirwa 

Chemical fertilisers have become increasingly unaffordable for small-scale 

farmers in Malawi. Inflation, rising import costs, and the global crisis triggered 

by the closure of the Strait of Hormuz (71% of Malawi’s fertiliser is transported 

through this strait) have deepened the challenge. As the Food and Agriculture 

Organisation’s Director-General recently noted in Rome, “the current crisis 

extends far beyond geopolitics, increasingly affecting food production, trade, 

agricultural inputs and access to food worldwide.” Malawi and Mozambique 

are among the hardest hit. The church, already under-resourced, faces 

mounting pressure.   

 

In response, the zm team in Malawi has accelerated its training programmes 

in organic compost-making, equipping churches and rural farmers to reduce 

dependency on scarce and costly chemical fertilisers. We aim that the impact 

of this training will go a long way in alleviating the need and mitigating the 

anticipated impact the ensuing fertiliser shortage will have on future harvests.  

By motivating farmers to adopt organic methods, we are sowing seeds of 

resilience. If scaled to household gardens, these practices promise not only 

good harvests in the years ahead but also a more sustainable, 

environmentally friendly future. This is hope in action, the church standing 

with communities, turning crisis into opportunity, and ensuring that the gospel 

is lived out in practical care for daily bread.  

Partner Focus 

 Namitambo RoLEC pastors receiving compost making training 



Latest news 

Latest news 

 National News-Malawi 

In recent weeks, Malawi has witnessed the return of thousands of its citizens 

from South Africa, fleeing xenophobic unrest.” Many returnees carry no 

savings, placing immense strain on already fragile rural livelihoods. Yet in the 

midst of this crisis, churches and NGOs have stepped forward, offering 

compassion and practical support. For our partners in Malawi, this moment is 

not only a humanitarian challenge but also a gospel opportunity. 

 National News-Mozambique 

In the northern provinces of Cabo Delgado and Nampula, the shadow of 

violence continues to hang heavy over communities. Al-Qaeda–linked 

militants remain entrenched, striking fear into villages and especially targeting 

Christian families. The risk for the church is immense, travel is dangerous, 

gatherings are monitored, and the very act of planting a church can draw 

unwanted attention. 

 RoLEC: Between June 25–28, RoLEC regional leaders gathered in Kabudira, 

Mangochi, to review plans and pray for revival meetings scheduled in early 

August.  

 EBCoM: During the June semester break this year, EBCoM hosted a pastors’ 

wives programme, equipping them with ministry skills and knowledge. 

 ZEC-Malawi: Youth across Malawi have undertaken dozens of social 

responsibility outreaches. In Blantyre, the Lumbira Health Centre was 

painted, gifts were presented to elderly women, and they engaged in sports 

evangelism. In Lilongwe, scores of youth visited Maula prison, offering gifts 

to inmates, cleaning the facility, and proclaiming the gospel through mass 

evangelism. These acts of service reveal a generation eager to combine faith 

with action, embodying the message of Christ in tangible ways. 

Anthony encouraging  Nkholomana ZEC church members in the Zambesia province of 

eastern Mozambique, truly a hard ministry ground 
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