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Partner focus 

“Ebenezer: Thus far has the LORD helped us” 
Robert Gideon of CFCM’s Executive committee, and also a 
founder member who can look back at over 20 years of the 
ministry, reflects on the truth of this verse for CFCM. 

In 1 Samuel 7:2-14 we read how Samuel took a stone and set it up between 

Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far has the LORD helped 

us.” (v12). Thus Samuel marked the victory that the Lord God Almighty granted 

the Israelites. It had taken a long time; for twenty years the ark had remained 

in Kiriath Jeriam, until the people of Israel mourned and sought after the Lord.  

Children for Christ Ministry can rightly say, “Ebenezer!” We too have seen the 

Lord helping us immensely for over twenty years, and He deserves all the glory 

and honour. If the Lord had not been on our side, this ministry would not have 

achieved what it has managed to achieve.  

The Lord of the harvest has helped us equip more workers, who have been 

sent out into His harvest fields across the country of Malawi ready for the 

harvest. We have also seen children in primary school and community  Bible 

clubs being reached with the gospel. The Lord has really helped us.  

We thank God for He has helped us train men and women who in turn are 

training others. Jesus Christ appointed a small number of individuals whom he 

trained for three and a half years, and thereafter commissioned them to 

spread the gospel (Matthew 28: 18 – 20; Acts 1:8). The apostles turned the 

world upside down. And we have also seen the work of CFCM being multiplied  

and lives being turned upside down. 

The Lord who has helped us thus far is the same yesterday and today and 

forever; and we believe that He will help us realize our vision which is in line 

with His will, “of seeking and saving the lost” (Luke 19:10), and that, “any of the 

little ones should not be lost” (Matthew 18:14). Our God is the Lord who can be 

trusted, and has never disappointed us. And we believe He will continue 

helping us. 

May the Lord’s face continue to shine upon you all. Amen. 



 Organise training in child protection 
case management for 10 CFCM 
team members so that CFCM can 
become actively involved in helping 
children at risk or suffering abuse in 
Malawi.  

 Develop the small income 
generating schemes CFCM has 
already started -  growing maize, 
growing ground nuts and bee-
keeping.  

CFCM trainer, Chiwalo, is producing honey in 
support of CFCM. This trained bee-keeper has 

permission from his village chief in Phalombe to 
hang 10 beehives in the forest behind his home. 

 CFCM DOING MORE IN 2024 

ELEVATE AND JOSEPH VISITING THE UK 

Another thing we are planning in 2024 is for Elevate and Joseph to visit the UK. 

They would love the opportunity to thank personally those who have supported 

the work over many years, as well as promote their ministry where CFCM is not 

already known. They would also hope to observe and learn from children’s 

ministry in the UK and receive some professional training. 

Ideally  the visit will take place in July 2024. Exact timing depends on when 

passports can be issued in Malawi.  

If you would like to meet Elevate and Joseph, or have them speak at your church 

about their work, please let us know NOW by getting in touch with Ruth MacBean 

of CFCM-UK (contact details on the back page). As soon as Elevate and Joseph 

have obtained new passports, CFCM-UK will start planning their visit and will try 

to include all those who have requested a visit in the schedule.  

Read more about what CFCM achieved 
last year at www.cfcmuk.org/news.  

In 2024 CFCM hopes to do even more:  

 Fund Northern Region trainers to run 
CFCM seminars independently, with 
support from Pastor Tembo.   

 Have a new team of trainers running 
seminars in the Central Region by the 
end of the year. 

 

Three trainers in the Northern Region have 
already started running their own CFCM 

seminars. 70 Sunday school teachers attended 
this seminar in Luhono. 



A member of: 

@zambesimission 

Find us on: 

www.zambesimission.org 

PRAYER FOCUS 

For the year ahead 

 Pray for the proposed visit to the 
UK by Elevate and Joseph. 

 Pray that their passports will be 
renewed soon so that 
arrangements can be made. 

 Thank God for all those involved 
in local income generating 
schemes to raise funds for CFCM 
in Malawi. Pray that these 
schemes will be successful and 
that they will be able to extend 
them year by year. 

 Give thanks for Chiwalo and his 
bee-keeping initiative. 

 Pray for Pastor Tembo as he 
coordinates and supports the 
CFCM trainers in the Northern 
Region, that he will have safe 
travel and will inspire and 
encourage. 

 Pray for wisdom as the staff team 

complete Level 3 training in 

locations in the Central Region 

and select those who will attend 

the Training of Trainers course in 

November.  

 
GIVING FOCUS 

Printing and transport 

 CFCM’s 52 week lesson plan is 
very popular at seminars 
because Sunday school 
material in Chichewa is rare. 
However paper, printing and 
photocopying costs are very 
expensive in Malawi, and 
CFCM has to cover 50% of the 
cost to make these resources 
affordable for Sunday school 
teachers.  

 CFCM’s car makes it possible 
for the team to carry stocks of 
visual aids, teaching materials 
and Bibles to seminars, and to 
reach places where public 
transport is not available. 
However the trusty Rav4 is 
getting very expensive to 
maintain and repair, and will 
need to be replaced this year. 

 
Your financial support for CFCM will 
help the team serve God by reaching 
and equipping those who teach the 
Gospel to the children of Malawi. 
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