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Partner focus 

Last year almost 400 Sunday school teachers and pastors 
were trained in children’s ministry by CFCM. In this issue we 
find out how the training seminars have gone so far this 
year. You can see CFCM’s training programme for 2023 at 
www.cfcmuk.org/across-malawi/ 

Every year it is a great privilege for 
the CFCM team to return to the 

Evangelical Bible College of 
Malawi (EBCoM) to train the men 
and women who have come to the 
college to prepare for ministry in 
churches across Malawi and Northern 
Mozambique. Many students arrive 
at college having never considered 
the importance of children’s ministry. 
Some of the students who are 
parents have never even taught their 
own children the need of salvation. 
After attending the first session of 
CFCM training they are convinced 
that children need to hear the Gospel 
and be led to Christ while they are 
young. They are keen to be fully 
equipped to do this effectively.  

CFCM trained 27 EBCoM students in 
Level 1 in January, and will teach 
them Level 2 in April and Level 3 in 
July, before some of these students 
graduate and leave in October. 

In February, CFCM returned to 

Mulanji Chinyama to complete 
Level 2 and 3 training. This seminar 
was hampered by the rains, and both 
levels had to be taught indoors at the 
same time using opposite ends of a 
small church building.  

Despite the challenges, 11 teachers 
completed the Level 3 practical 
assessment (as pictured above) and 
received their certificates.  

The third seminar of 2023 involved 

the long trip to Nkhotakota in the 
northern region. As this was a new 
location for CFCM, Elevate had visited 
the pastors’ fraternal in January to 
generate interest and support. It was 
wonderful to see the pastors had 
spread the news, and 20 different 
churches sent their Sunday school 
teachers for training. A total of 61 
teachers received Levels 1 and 2 
training over two days. On the last day 
there was an additional practical 
session. All the trainees went out into 
the community to practice teaching 
local children the Gospel using the 
Wordless Book. 140 children heard 
the message of salvation. Read a full 
report on the Nkhotakota seminar at 
www.cfcmuk.org/news/ 



 BIBLES FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS WITH THE CHILDREN 

Thanks to a special gift towards Bibles for Sunday school teachers, CFCM are now able 
to  offer Chichewa Bibles at a subsidized price at their seminars. The full price of a Bible 
in Malawi has gone up dramatically, to 14,000 MwK which is approximately £12. This is  
prohibitively expensive for many Sunday school teachers. At most teacher training 
seminars, teachers bring borrowed Bibles or, more often, come with no Bibles at all—
even though they have come to learn how to explain God’s Word to children!  

At the Nkhotakota seminar, 17 teachers took advantage of the Bibles CFCM was selling 
at half-price. One teacher said, “I am so pleased to have my own Bible at last. Up till 
now I have had to borrow my pastor’s Bible when I am about to teach Sunday school.” 

Let us pray that these Sunday school teachers will use their Bibles for personal study 
too, so that they grow in their knowledge of the Scriptures, live according to the Word, 
setting Godly examples and giving sound teaching to the children in their care. 

Our thanks go to Tim Lawrence, who accompanied CFCM to Nkhotakota, and whose excellent 
photography captures the joy of these teachers on owning their own copy of God’s Word. 

“Your Word I have hidden in my heart that I might not sin 
against you” Psalm 119:11 
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PRAYER FOCUS 

Children affected by Cyclone Freddy 

Due to Cyclone Freddy in March, 
thousands of families in southern 
Malawi lost their homes. In some areas 
schools were closed for education and 
used as crisis centres for displaced 
families. Children have been affected in 
many ways and need our prayers: 

 Many will suffer long-term effects 
of grief and trauma after losing 
homes and family members. 

 Health risks are bound to rise - 
cholera, malaria, covid-19 and 
malnutrition. 

 The temporary closure of schools  
affects education, and also leaves 
adolescent girls more vulnerable 
to pregnancy and child marriage.  

 Overcrowding and loss of privacy 
in displacement shelters often 
leads to sexual violence. 

 The coldest months in Malawi are 
June and July, and many will still 
have no homes or shelter. 

 Regular links with church or Bible 
clubs have been disrupted, so the 
children are no longer hearing of 
God’s love and care for them. 

GIVING FOCUS 

Children in need 

Many CFCM Bible clubs have been 
disrupted by Cyclone Freddy, with 
both the children of the clubs and the 
leaders themselves being among the 
displaced families.   

 £50 will help the CFCM team to 
visit the affected clubs to 
encourage the leaders and help 
them restart their clubs. 

 £300 will buy a bale of 50 
blankets, so that 50 children 
will have warmth as the cold 
season takes hold. 

 £40 will buy a sack of maize 
flour to distribute among 
hungry families. 
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