zambesi mission
in Malawi

28 Jan- 3 Feb

Our staff team organised compost-making training for zm’s
partners at Crown Ministries last year. We have now set up a
demonstration facility at the mission’s office in Blantyre.

¢
N
z
=)
n
o
N
z
)
=
o
™
Ll
=)
|_
.
™
[a)
Ll
=
-
o)
oc
-
o
[T
-
<
%)

Praise God for the work zambesi mission is doing
to help our partners overcome dependency and
to achieve self-sustainability.

Pray that the compost-making project at zm’s
office will help pastors and church members see
how to improve crop yields without fertiliser.

Pray for a good harvest this year despite the
lateness of the rains in December. People have
already been hungry for several months.

Thank God for Field Director Simon Chikwana’s
improvement in health and pray for a positive
outcome when he has his check-up in March.

Devaluation has affected everyone, but
especially the poorest. Pray that God would help
His people cope in times of extreme hardship.

Pray that God would grant wisdom in the setting
up of a Malawi Advisory Council to help guide
zm'’s strategic decision-making in the future.

Thank God that zm owns a small area of land in
Blantyre and pray that it would be used
effectively to sustain the mission’s work.

Pray

er Focus
The annual growing season

Every year we ask for prayer for the rainy season. Why
is it so important? 80% of Malawi’s population lives in
rural areas. The areas of Mozambique where zm’s
partners are based are very similar. Most people are
subsistence farmers who depend on their crops for
survival. Because there is just one growing season
each year, the situation is always critical. The context
this year is particularly serious. Cyclone Freddy wiped
out most of last year’'s harvest. Then the devaluation
of the Kwacha in November caused the cost of living to
rise even more rapidly.

Malawi experienced early rainfall in November which
prompted many people to sow their crops. But this
was followed by weeks without rain and many plants
withered and died. zm'’s Field Director Simon
Chikwana wrote: “At Nthorowa they had to replant
when the rains finally started. We started having rains
on 24t December. From that day we have had rains
almost every other day. If this pattern stays then we
may have food this year”.

We can only watch and pray. We know that our lives
and those of our brothers and sisters in Christ are in
the Lord’s hands. Please will you continue to pray for
good rains throughout the current growing season
which usually runs until April. Please pray that the Lord
would sustain His people in Malawi and northern
Mozambique. Thank you.

4 - 10 February

CFCM staff member Elevate Mizinga (left) is pictured with
CFCM'’s Executive and Trustees Board. They met in October
to discuss and pray about CFCM'’s future plans.
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Children for Christ
Ministry (CFCM)

Give thanks that CFCM’s trustees met at the end
of 2023 and are wholeheartedly backing CFCM’s
plans for this year.

Praise God that several of CFCM'’s volunteer
trainers are highly motivated and are able to
conduct CFCM seminars independently.

Pray for Pastor Tembo, who is now receiving
financial support from CFCM, as he oversees and
coordinates their training in the north.

Thank God that, following a positive fraternal visit
last year, CFCM will return to Tchoda this month
to train new Sunday school teachers.

Pray that the situation affecting the production of
passports in Malawi will be resolved, so that
Elevate and Joseph can visit the UK this year.

Praise God for the income generating schemes
that CFCM has started and for those who are
working hard to raise funds for their ministry.

Pray for a good response and safe travel for the
Level 3 training seminars planned for
Nkhotakota and Salima in March.
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Evangelical Bible College of

Malawi (EBCoM)

Aulelia Lusiyano, from the Zambezi Evangelical Church in
Mozambique, graduated from EBCoM in October. Very sadly,
just a few days later, he died after suddenly falling ill.
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Please pray that God would comfort Aulelia’s
widow Edina and their six children, who range in
ages from 17 to two years old.

Pray for a positive outcome after the Malawi
National Council for Higher Education inspected
EBCoM last year. Their verdict is still unknown.

Praise God for the new academic year that began
last month, and for each man and woman
committed to being equipped for ministry.

Pray that the relationship between staff and
students, especially in small tutor groups, will
encourage spiritual growth.

Praise God that 25 wives attended the women’s
course in November and were equipped to serve
alongside their husbands in ministry.

Pray for spiritual wisdom for Principal Gift
Mphongolo and EBCoM’s Council as they lead
the college and maintain oversight of its work.

Thank God for zm’s plans to sponsor a graduate
from another sub-Saharan African Bible college
to serve as a teacher at EBCoM.

11 - 17 February 18 - 24 February

ZEC’s General Secretary Robert Yanduya (left) and Chair

Zambezi Evangelical
Church - Malawi

Robert Mambeya (right) were appointed at ZEC’s annual
conference last year. They have a crucial leadership role.
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Pray that the new leadership of ZEC will continue
to seek God’s will and make wise decisions and
appointments.

Thank God for the life and ministry of retired
Pastor Winston Chidzambuyo, former Chair of
ZEC, who died in November.

Pray for the new leaders as they work with ZEC’s
Mitsidi Mission Secondary School to improve its
policies and systems, including safeguarding.

Pray for all pastors and their families, especially
those in rural locations, for whom this ‘hunger
season’ has been long and acute.

Give thanks that zm has provided some food
relief to pastors, retired pastors and their widows
to help see them through to the next harvest.

Praise God that there has been positive feedback
from zm’s initial trial of pastors’ libraries on
second-hand tablets.

Thank God for zm’s supporters whose gifts allow
the mission to provide bicycles to help pastors
carry out their ministry responsibilities effectively.
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ZEC Orphan Daycare
Centres (ODCs)
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25 Feb - 2 Mar

Chifunga’s maize mill was out of operation for some time,
but we praise God that it is up and running again, helping
supply the needs of its Orphan Daycare Centre.
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Thank God for the positive impact that is being
made on the spiritual lives and well-being of all
the children who attend the ODCs.

Thank God for those who administer the ODCs,
praying that they will find joy in serving God by
caring for His children.

Praise God that representatives from each ODC
attended the Project Possible sustainability
workshop last year.

Give thanks to God that staff from the ODCs also
attended Crown Ministry’s training in composting
and bee-keeping, to help support their work.

Pray that these initiatives would enable ZEC and
zm to work together to help ZEC to become
increasingly self-sustaining.

Pray that a good harvest will be gathered in at
each ODC, so that there will be enough food to
sustain all the children who are in need.

Jesus called the children to Him and said, “Let
the little children come to me” (Luke 18: 16).
Thank God for those who obey His commands.
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ZEC health and rural

development
17 - 23 March

Matanda is one of ZEC’s five health centres in Malawi. Its
new maternity wing is very well equipped and provides
mothers with excellent care before, during and after delivery.
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Praise God for improvements in the facilities at
ZEC’s health centres in recent years, leading to
improved patient care and better outcomes.

Pray for the administrators at the health centres,
that they will be effective and discerning in
balancing the needs of staff and patients.

Pray that the recruitment embargo imposed by
the Malawian government will be lifted, so that
staff shortages can be addressed.

Pray for health workers who are over-stretched
and weary, that they will be sustained by God
and always reflect his love and compassion.

Give thanks for ZEC’s staff whose training is
being funded by zm. Each year two students are
helped to qualify as healthcare workers.

Thank God for the enthusiasm for composting at
the training organised by zm last year. Pray that
these new methods of farming will be adopted.

Thank God for all the agricultural and animal-
rearing initiatives that zm has funded, and for
those who have managed them.




