
Review of 2017 



 

 

zm exists to proclaim the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and to extend and 

strengthen His church in Malawi, northern Mozambique and the UK.   

 
 

 partners with national evangelical churches and organisations in Malawi 

and northern Mozambique.  

 supports them in evangelism, discipleship, churchplanting, community care 

and development.  

 ministers to and encourages individuals and supporting churches in the 

UK.    

“Africa for the African” 

In 1899 zm’s founder Joseph Booth wrote a petition entitled “Africa for the 

African”, in which he advocated strongly for the indigenous African people in 

Malawi, then called Nyasaland.  His forthright views were years ahead of his time 

and were seen as revolutionary by the British colonial powers.  But today Booth’s 

concept of “Africa for the African” is at the heart of everything that zm does.   

zm is an “enabling” organisation, not a “doing” one.  This means that we work 

solely through partnership with national organisations.  These partners are 

churches or Christian organisations who share zm’s primary objective - to preach 

the gospel and extend and strengthen the church of Jesus Christ.     

Cover picture overleaf: curious children come to see the visitors at Njidza ZEC Prayer House 

About zambesi mission (zm) 

zm... 

The congregation at Migowi Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC) 



 

“A partnership in the gospel” 

zm’s main partners in Malawi and Mozambique in 2017 have been:   

 The Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC) - Malawi and Mozambique 

 The River of Life Evangelical Church 

 The Evangelical Bible College of Malawi (EBCoM) 

 Children for Christ Ministry (CFCM) 

 J-Life Ministries - Malawi 

zm in Malawi 

zm’s small staff team in Blantyre continues to be led by Malawian Field Director 

Simon Chikwana, with Rose Chirwa as Projects Officer and Mercy Carlos as Field 

Administrator.  Guards Jack Sathula, Grayson Domoya, Owen Yolamu and 

Kondwane Chidothi, together with housekeeper Dorothy Kaipa are responsible for 

the security and upkeep of the mission’s office and guesthouses in Blantyre.   

zm’s Church Development Partners Myles and Ruth MacBean came to the end of 

their planned three year assignment in Malawi and returned home to the UK at 

the end of November 2017.  See overleaf for more about their ministry.  

ZEC’s 125th Anniversary Celebrations at Mitsidi in Blantyre, Malawi 

ZEC’s 125th Anniversary  
ZEC’s thanksgiving for their 125th 

anniversary was held in September 

2017 at Mitsidi in Blantyre.  1892 

not only marked the birth of ZEC, but also the formation of zambesi mission itself.  

zm’s founder Joseph Booth saw the mission as the means of enabling his vision of 

“Africa for the African”.  We give thanks to God that ZEC has been a vibrant 

independent self-governing, self-propagating and self-supporting church since 

Malawi became independent in 1964.  It is appropriate to praise God for the long 

life of the mission; and for all that the Lord has achieved through it.  We give 

thanks to God for the lives of over 200 missionaries who have served Him in 

Malawi since 1892.  Many of these, including some of their children, gave their 

lives in service to the Lord and are now buried in Malawi. 



 

 

EBCoM is one of zambesi mission’s key partners.  The 

college was founded just over 50 years ago by an inter-

denominational group of evangelical churches and 

mission organisations.  Its purpose is to provide “biblical 

evangelical training to equip godly leaders for Christian 

ministry”.  Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, 

zm sponsored 71 students during the 2016 - 2017 

academic year; this has reduced to 61 students in the 

present academic year that started 

in September 2017         

Key facts about EBCoM: 

 As one of the founder members 

of the college, zm sits on the 

EBCoM Council which oversees 

the operation of the college. 

 Most of the zm-supported 

students at EBCoM are from the 

Zambezi Evangelical Church in 

Malawi or Mozambique; but zm 

also supports students from other 

evangelical church denominations.  

 The students in the 2016 - 2017 academic year took the following courses: 

 Certificate in Biblical Studies - Chichewa (20 students) 

 Certificate in Biblical Studies - English (11 students) 

 Diploma in Biblical Studies (28 students) 

 Wives’ Course - (12 students)   

 Each student receives support 

for up to 100% of the cost of 

their tuition fees, plus food, book 

and transport allowances.  

Married students with dependent 

children also receive further 

allowances during their 3rd year 

when wives join their husbands 

to study at the college. 

 During 2017 zm continued to 

contribute towards the cost of 

employing two Malawian 

lecturers at EBCoM.  

 

The Evangelical Bible College of Malawi (EBCoM) 

EBCoM students working diligently in the library 

zm-sponsored students Partson and Ellen Zitha 

from the Back to Bible Church.  They graduated 

from EBCoM in July 2017 



 

Children for Christ Ministry (CFCM) 

CFCM is an independent inter-denominational organisation run by Malawians.  zm 

supports their full-time children’s workers Elevate Mizinga and Joseph Jeke as well 

as administrator Lackson Makawa.  Each CFCM worker has a wonderful God-given 

gift of making Jesus known to 

their country’s children.   

CFCM runs weekly children’s 

Bible clubs and also trains 

Sunday school teachers.  

During 2017, CFCM carried 

out training seminars for 

1,000 Sunday school 

teachers.  Through this 

strategy, they hope to 

significantly multiply the 

number of children who are 

taught the good news about 

Jesus.  A fantastic 

achievement. 
Sunday school teachers being trained by CFCM at 

Nkhata Bay, northern Malawi. 

Myles and Ruth MacBean 
zm’s Church Development Partners Myles and Ruth MacBean came to the end of 

their assignment in Malawi in November 2017.  They wrote, “our departure was a 

time of sadness as we said farewell to so many who had become such friends, but 

also of celebration as we give thanks together for all God has done through so 

many close partnerships built for eternity.   

Myles MacBean worked closely with the leadership of the Zambezi Evangelical 

Church, helping them to develop and communicate their church’s strategy - best 

summed up in their motto ‘Discipling Nations for Christ’.  He has also been 

instrumental in developing a culturally-

appropriate ministry training programme 

called ‘Preach the Word’.  Ruth was a full-

time worker for CFCM, but also utilised her 

musical gifts in a variety of ways: 

collaborating to produce the new children’s 

biblical song book Ananu Ziimbani, 

teaching music at EBCoM and encouraging 

a youthful evangelistic music group  known 

as ‘Echoes of Grace’. 

We are very thankful that Ruth will 

become a zm Honorary Representative 

and CFCM Specialist with effect from 1st 

April 2018. 

Ruth MacBean leads the children’s 

choir at the launch of Ananu Ziimbani 
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Purpose as specified by donor: 

ZEC/Other Church/zm Partnerships  

Staff and Missionaries in Malawi  

EBCoM  

Supporting UK Personnel/Ministries 

Expenditure total 2017: £289,573 
(2016 - £332,196) 

zambesi mission - 2017 Financial Summary 

Income total 2017: £290,286 
(2016 - £262,963) 

 

Church and Partner Support  

Staff and Missionaries in Malawi  

EBCoM  

UK Ministry and Support  

Mission Direction 

Key 

Note — Final figures are subject to independent examination 

We are deeply thankful to all our supporters for their prayers and sacrificial giving 

during 2017.  Over 460 churches and 2,200 individuals from every continent 

have supported us through their prayers and generous gifts.   

The early months of 2017 were difficult for zambesi mission.  The year opened 

with a financial deficit (shortfall of income compared with expenditure) of 

approximately £70,000.  Circumstances did not improve in the first two months 

of 2017.  This led to major concerns about cash flow and zm’s ongoing liquidity, 

since reserves fell below minimum recommended levels.   We give thanks to God 

for the generous response of our supporters to the situation.  This resulted in a 

significant increase in financial support - income in 2017 as a whole was 10% 

higher than in 2016.  However, it has remained necessary to minimise spending 

where possible during the latter part of the year: as a result, 2017 expenditure 

was 13% lower than the previous year.   

“Thus far has the Lord helped us”  (1 Samuel 7: 12) 



For mailing purposes we hold your name and address on our computer.  They will not be given to any other person or 

organisation.   Please contact the office if you would like to stop receiving this, or any other, publication from zambesi 

mission. 

Mission Director:   Mike Beresford         (address as office)          m.beresford@zambesimission.org      

Office/  Richard Brassington, zm, York Baptist Church, Priory St, York YO1 6EX  01904 674748  
Administrator office@zambesimission.org 

UK Dev. Manager:  Dave Brown, Dove Cottage, Church St, Wetheringsett  IP14 5PH   01449 766151    
  d.brown@zambesimission.org 

Hon. Representatives: 
(Scotland)             Ralph Gunn, 27 Elvan St, Motherwell ML1 3EN   01698 251445   r.gunn@zambesimission.org 

(Midlands)         Mike Berry, 11 St Mary’s Court, Kenilworth, Warwickshire, CV8 1JH    01926 511864    
              m.berry@zambesimission.org 

(East Anglia)             Carol Fernandez, 35 Primrose Lane, Soham, Cambridgeshire, CB7 5YY    07926 518682    
  c.fernandez@zambesimission.org 
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zm seeks to foster “partnerships in the gospel” between Christians and churches 

in the UK and their counterparts in Malawi and northern Mozambique.   

Although the main focus of our work is upon our African partners, zm also has a 

ministry role within the UK: through our Honorary Representatives we seek to 

encourage, serve and build up individuals and churches.  Our Honorary 

Representatives are: Mike Berry (Midlands), Carol Fernandez (East Anglia) and 

Ralph Gunn (Scotland); our UK Development Manager Dave Brown also covers 

East Anglia, and from time to time Mission Director Mike Beresford visits 

churches throughout the UK.  During 2017 zm’s representatives visited and 

shared more about the mission in over 70 UK churches. 

Richard Brassington, our Administrator, and Charlotte Dunning, zm’s Finance 

Assistant, are based in our office in York Baptist Church.  We are very thankful for 

all the volunteers who support the mission, particularly Jackie Beryl who helps in 

the office and Ruth Cresswell who administers our website.    

In July 2017, former zm missionary Bill Wilson went to be with the Lord.  He 

served with his wife Myra in Malawi for ten years from 1996.  We give thanks to 

God for Bill’s faith in Christ and for his life of service.   

During 2017, two groups from different 

churches in the UK visited Malawi as zm’s 

guests.   The main aim was to better 

understand the work of zm’s partners – the 

Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC) and the 

River of Life Evangelical Church (RoLEC).  

They also sought to encourage all those they 

met and pray over the situations they 

encountered.  They wrote, “we cannot but be 

amazed at the work that is being carried out 

with such love and faithfulness by all the 

people we met”.  

zm’s Ministry in the UK 

A group from Canning Town 

Evangelical Church with Ruth 

MacBean and CFCM team 


