Review of 2018

“Now, our God, we give you thanks,
and praise your glorious name”
1 Chronicles 29: 13

The moon rises over the partly built Luwinga ZEC Prayer House, near Mzuzu in northern Malawi
Cover picture overleaf: ZEC churchplanter and former EBCoM student Masida Kapira at Chinteche

Thank you!
We would like to say a huge thank you to all our supporters for your prayers and
sacrificial giving during 2018. Over 450 churches and 2,150 individuals from
every continent have supported zambesi mission (zm) throughout the year.
Despite 2018 being a difficult year for zm financially, God has still enabled us to
help transform many lives in churches in Malawi and northern Mozambique. The
constraints of limited income have forced the mission to think creatively about
our priorities. In this leaflet you will be able to read more about the impact that
your support has made amongst our African partners.

It’s all about the Gospel
zm exists to tell others the good news about Jesus and help extend and
strengthen His church in Malawi, northern Mozambique and the UK.
But zm is an “enabling” organisation, not a “doing” one. This means that we work
through partnership with national evangelical churches and organisations in
Malawi and northern Mozambique. zm supports our Malawian and
Mozambican partners as they do the work of the church: evangelism,
discipleship, churchplanting, community care and development. They are the
ones who make disciples of all nations, teaching them to obey everything that
Jesus commanded us (Matthew 28: 19-20).
Another feature of zm’s work is that we believe that we have an important role in
ministering to and encouraging individuals and supporting churches in the UK.
As equally important parts of the body of Christ, we would argue that we need the
church in Malawi and Mozambique just as much as they need us. Hearing news
from our brothers and sisters in Christ in Africa can bring great encouragement to
churches in our country.

“A partnership in the gospel”
Two of zm’s partners in Malawi and Mozambique are national church
denominations:
 The Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC)
 The River of Life Evangelical Church
zm also partners with the Evangelical Bible College of Malawi (EBCoM) to train
pastors and evangelists. We also focus on leadership training through our
partnership with J-Life Ministries - Malawi; and on reaching Malawi’s children with
the gospel, through our support for partner Children for Christ Ministry (CFCM).
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zambesi mission - 2018 Financial Summary
Income total 2018: £239,356

Expenditure total 2018: £241,001

(2017 - £289,303)

(2017 - £289,582)
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2018 Highlights
 Focus on ministry training sees 61 students helped to study at EBCoM
 Increased number of churchplanters supported in challenging locations
 Support for healthcare programmes helped transform lives in rural Malawi
 Emphasis on church income-generating schemes ensures sustainability
 Continued to enable partners’ ministry, despite very low 2018 income
 Reorganisation of zm’s UK staff commenced

zm in Malawi
zm’s small staff team in Blantyre continues to be led by Malawian Field Director
Simon Chikwana, with Rose Chirwa as Projects Officer and Mercy Carlos as Field
Administrator. Guards Jack Sathula, Grayson Domoya, Owen Yolamu and
Kondwane Chidothi, together with housekeeper Dorothy Kaipa are responsible for
the security and upkeep of the mission’s office and guesthouses in Blantyre.

zm’s Partners
ZEC is zm’s oldest partner.
It was established in 1892
by zm’s founder Joseph
Booth. He saw it as the
means of enabling his vision
of “Africa for the African”. ZEC has been a vibrant independent self-governing,
self-propagating and self-supporting church since Malawi’s independence in
1964. ZEC has churches in both Malawi and Mozambique.
zm helps ZEC to achieve its aim of “Discipling Nations for Christ”. In 2018 zm
supported a range of people and outreach activities within the church:
 Helped pastors, evangelists and church workers to be trained at EBCoM
 Supported the care of children at ZEC’s three Orphan Daycare Centres
 Supported national church coordinators and keyworkers
 Enabled church members to obtain their own Bibles and hymn books
 Funded secondary school education for pastors’ children
 Helped ZEC’s healthcare outreach work through training and project support

The Evangelical Bible College of Malawi (EBCoM)
EBCoM is one of zambesi mission’s key partners. Its
purpose is to provide “biblical evangelical training to
equip godly leaders for Christian ministry”. Thanks to
the generosity of our supporters, zm sponsored 61
students during the 2017 - 2018 academic year; this
has reduced to 57 students in the current academic
year.

Key facts about EBCoM:
 As one of the founder members of the college, zm sits on the EBCoM Council

which oversees the operation of the college.
 Most of the zm-supported students at EBCoM are from the Zambezi
Evangelical Church in Malawi or Mozambique; but zm also supports students
from other evangelical church denominations.
 Each student receives support for up to 100% of the cost of their tuition fees,
plus food, book and transport allowances. Married students with dependent
children also receive further allowances during their 3rd year when wives join
their husbands to study at the college.
 During 2018 zm continued to contribute towards the cost of employing two
Malawian lecturers at EBCoM.

Children for Christ Ministry (CFCM)
CFCM is an independent inter-denominational organisation run by Malawians. zm
supports their full-time children’s workers Elevate Mizinga and Joseph Jeke as well
as administrator Lackson Makawa. Each CFCM worker has a wonderful God-given
gift of making Jesus known to their country’s children.
CFCM runs its own weekly children’s Bible clubs, but also supports many more
clubs across the country. It also trains Sunday school teachers. In 2018, CFCM
prioritised multiplying the number of Sunday school teachers it trains. The
highlight of this was a week-long seminar in northern Malawi attended by 21
potential trainers. CFCM wants to develop more trainers, so that more and more
Sunday school teachers can be trained. This will enable many more children can
hear and understand the good news about Jesus.

River of Life Evangelical Church and J-Life Ministries
Our partner the River of Life Evangelical Church describe themselves as “a
disciplemaking church that seeks to fulfil Christ's Great Commission in Malawi and
beyond by reaching out to people with the Gospel”. Growth in their churches has
outpaced the number of leaders they have. One of zm’s key areas of ministry in
2018 has been to help develop their leaders: we have worked with partner J-Life
Ministries to help train and nurture Christlike leaders in the River of Life
Evangelical Church through J-Life’s Learn2Serve programme.

zm worked with partner J-Life Ministries to deliver Learn2Serve
leadership training seminars with the River of Life Evangelical Church

zm’s Ministry in the UK
Although the main focus of our work is upon our African partners, zm also has a
ministry role in the UK: through our Honorary Representatives we seek to
encourage, serve and build up individuals and churches. The contact details for
all our members of staff can be found at the bottom of this page. Every one of us
is passionate about sharing more about God’s mission through our partners’
work. Please do get in touch with us if you would like to invite us to speak at a
Sunday service or midweek meeting. During 2018 zm’s representatives visited
and shared more about the mission in over 120 UK churches. Typical recent
feedback from churches has been: “they filled us with positivity sharing what the
Lord is doing in Malawi”; and “we appreciate your willingness to visit with us as
we are such a small fellowship; and lastly “it was such a blessing!”
Richard Brassington, our Administrator, left the mission in June. zm decided to
defer replacing him until 2019. For the rest of 2018 administration was carried
out in the York office by our Finance Assistant Charlotte Dunning, with help from
Mike Beresford and other volunteers, particularly Jackie Beryl.
In the summer we were delighted
to welcome three leaders from
the River of Life Evangelical
Church to the UK. The aim of
this was twofold: firstly, we
wanted to bring the “partnership
in the gospel” to life by actually
meeting leaders from our African
church partners; and secondly,
as part of our inter-dependent
relationship, we wished to hear
what God would say to churches
in the UK, through our brothers in
Christ from Malawi.

Justice Chiphwanya, Gift Mthintha and Mvula
Mvula from the River of Life Evangelical Church
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