In Brief...
 Disaster relief update: this year’s harvest in Malawi

has been particularly variable. In some places it has
been reasonable; but in other areas, particularly the
Lower Shire, they harvested nothing at all. The maize
yield has been about 20-25% lower than last year – a
season badly affected by flooding. Although maize is
available at present, there is highly likely to be a food
shortage at some stage before the next harvest in
April 2017. zm has purchased about 1,250 x 50kg
bags of maize. These will be used to provide food to the most vulnerable within
our partners’ churches over the coming months.
 Visit of Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC) leaders to the UK: we are delighted to
announce that we have invited the Chairman and General Secretary of ZEC to
visit the UK in September. Ps Joe Tsokalida and Luckwell Mtima will be
attending zm’s executive committee meeting, and also visiting a number of
supporting churches. Further details can be found on the enclosed flyer.
 Organisational status: on 30th June 2016 all zm’s assets and liabilities were
transferred from the former unincorporated trust into a new Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (CIO). The main benefit of this arrangement is that
the trustees’ liability is now limited. This means that zm now has a new
registered charity number: 1165004. This change in organisational status has
no bearing on zm’s work, which remains unchanged.

Stamps
The zm stamp recycling scheme is changing! We still wish to receive
stamps, but now please only send commemoratives, stamps with a
particular value on (eg "50p") and/or foreign stamps. Please do not
send in any stamps with simply 1st or 2nd on them, as these are
virtually worthless. Please can you trim them, leaving about a 1/4” (6mm) around
the stamp, but if there is a complete and unusual postmark next to the stamp (eg
"Don't forget Fathers' Day"), please leave that intact, as it adds value to the stamp.
* N.B. A small charge is applied to all gifts to help cover essential running costs. We are very grateful for any gift
and shall use it as requested. If we receive more than required for any project, or a more pressing need arises, we
hope you will understand if we use your gift where most needed. A
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“For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow;
it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12
Our latest front cover shows the grateful recipient of a bible in Tumbuka. She is
one of a number of Christians from the northern region who attended training
programmes during Myles and Ruth MacBean’s recent visit. During the last few
months believers in the north of Malawi have been the recipients of over 800
subsidised bibles, thanks to zm’s supporters who have given so generously
through the Word for Word initiative. It is really encouraging to see the thirst that
so many Malawians seem to have for Scripture.
Let us give thanks for the desire of our brothers and sisters in Christ in Malawi to
own their own bible and to read and understand God's Word in all its fullness.
We pray that the Word of Christ would dwell in them richly as they teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom.
May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

EBCoM News:
On 1st July, Rev Robert Masikamu
started his new job as Principal of
the Evangelical Bible College of
Malawi (EBCoM) in Blantyre. He
was formerly the Principal of the
Beautiful Gate Academy and
Tutorial College in Malawi. He
succeeds Michael J Phiri, who
has stepped down after coming
to the end of his term of service.
EBCoM also held its graduation
ceremony on the same day. Ten
zm-supported students have
graduated.
Please pray for the new Principal
as he settles in - that he would
know the Lord’s grace and
wisdom. Please also pray for the
graduating students - that the
Lord would bless them and guide
them as they serve Him,
wherever He sends them.

The Church and Mission in the North of Malawi
During the past few months a number of visits have been made to the north of
Malawi. These have been to encourage the scattered churches there, assess
progress on projects, and also provide training in preaching and children’s ministry.
During May/June Myles and Ruth MacBean were involved in training 115
Christians on preaching through Myles’s “Preach the Word” programme. This
included an emphasis on oral techniques, which are so relevant in Malawian
culture. Myles MacBean noticed that the women who attended his seminars
“generally turned out in greater numbers than the men, appeared very committed,
and often appeared better
equipped to learn.” A further
101 Sunday school teachers
received training from Children
for Christ Ministry (CFCM).
During his visit, the General
Secretary of ZEC, Luckwell
Mtima, kept stressing to
pastors how important it was
for them to understand the
different local culture and
language - to engage with their
community better and
A breakout session during “Preach the Word”
communicate the gospel more
training at Karonga ZEC
effectively.

zm’s Ministry in the UK

New and old EBCoM Principals. Rev Robert
Masikamu (L) and Michael Phiri (R)

zm seeks to foster “Partnerships in the Gospel” between Christians and churches
in the UK and their counterparts in Malawi and Mozambique.
Although our main focus is upon the work in Africa, we believe that zm also has a
ministry role in the UK: through our Honorary Representatives we seek to
encourage, serve and build up individuals and churches. We currently have
vacancies for voluntary representatives in the north of Scotland, East Anglia and
the South-West regions. If you are interested in applying, please contact our
Mission Director on 01904 634288 or via m.beresford@zambesimission.org.

Let’s Raise the Roof!

Most of the zm-sponsored EBCoM graduates

Together with your usual quarterly mailings of Update and In Prayer, you should
also receive a new leaflet called “Let’s Raise the Roof!” We have become
increasingly concerned about the unmet need for iron roofing sheets for our
partners’ church buildings in Malawi and northern Mozambique. Nearly 40
churches have requested help with the cost of iron sheets. The enclosed leaflet
provides details of the scheme, which we pray will address some of the challenges
that our partners face. Perhaps you or your church may be able to help?

