In Brief...
 Flood Relief Update: during recent weeks most parts of Malawi received rains,

but zm’s Field Director Simon Chikwana said that in places it is “too much, too
late”. The situation across Malawi seems to be variable: in northern and central
parts, our field staff say that the situation is generally OK. However, in the
south the situation is different - for those who planted their crops in November
the situation is “hopeless”; but for those who waited until December or even
January before sowing, they will at least reap something. The erratic rainfall has
affected most of southern Africa, including parts of Mozambique. zm’s
response has been to provide 50kg bags of maize to all ZEC’s pastors (both
active and retired) and pastors’ widows; in both Malawi and Mozambique. We
are very thankful that the harvest of maize has now started in Malawi and that,
as a result, both the price and availability of maize are now very much improved.
We are still in dialogue with our church partners in Malawi to discern how best
to help the most vulnerable within the church as the year progresses.
 Mozambique has been affected by instability in recent months. Supporters of
the opposition party RENAMO have been responsible for violent attacks, leading
to a tightening of security by the ruling FRELIMO party. The unrest has affected
both the church and its communities: ZEC Mozambique’s General Secretary and
a ZEC pastor were arrested and held for two days. Many refugees from
Mozambique are reported to have fled into Malawi to escape the conflict.
 zm is planning to run three pastors’ and elders’ conferences over the summer in
Malawi. We hope that these will be held in Mangochi/Ntcheu, Mzuzu and
Mchinji. The first two will be “bookset” conferences, in which the attendees
receive sets of study books to help their ministry. The conference at Mchinji will
be a “refresher” conference, which will follow up on last year’s training.

Database Update Programme
We are carrying out a rolling programme of contacting all our supporters, in order
to ascertain that we have all your details and preferences recorded correctly. If
you would prefer not to be contacted by phone, please let us know.
* N.B. A small charge is applied to all gifts to help cover essential running costs. We are very grateful for any gift
and shall use it as requested. If we receive more than required for any project, or a more pressing need arises, we
hope you will understand if we use your gift where most needed. A
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“When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you? The King will
reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for me.’” Matthew 25:39-40
Our front cover shows a group of mothers-to-be at Nthorowa Health Centre,
waiting patiently for their labour to start, with friends and relatives in attendance.
The medical facility at Nthorowa is one of six centres run by zm’s partner, the
Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC). The reductions in infant and maternal
mortality have been rare “success stories” in Malawi’s recent history. Under-fives
mortality dropped from 247 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 71 deaths
per 1,000 live births in 2013. This reduction is partly attributed to the services
provided by faith-based groups such as ZEC. At Nthorowa, with support from the
Malawian government, maternity services are offered free of charge. But the
future of such services is under threat. Cash flow at Nthorowa and other similar
health centres is a major problem; the government of Malawi has reportedly
failed to honour its financial commitments. zm’s support of our partner ZEC
seeks to help them to run these health facilities themselves, so that the love of
Jesus Christ is shared not only through their words, but also through their healing
works and acts of compassion. Please pray that God would provide for all the
future needs of ZEC’s health facilities, so that they would be able to continue to
run their compassion ministry for years to come.
May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

zambesi mission at Summer Conventions
zm will be attending the following conferences/conventions this
summer (please contact the office if you would like further details):
 Keswick - Weeks 1 & 2: 18th – 22nd July and 25th – 29th July
 Keswick in Wales - Llandrindod Wells: 25th July – 29th July
 Keswick in Buckie: 30th July - 5th August
 EMW Conference - Aberystwyth: 8th – 12th August
Do come and meet our staff at these conventions. “Therefore encourage one
another and build each other up…” (1 Thessalonians 5:11).

Gift Scheme
You will find zm’s latest Gift Scheme leaflet enclosed with Update and In Prayer.
The scheme offers a range of gifts that you can “give” throughout the year to
friends or relations. They meet a variety of needs in Africa, and cost from £5
upwards. Don’t worry if you feel you can’t afford the price of a particular gift — just
specify which gift you would like to contribute towards, and then give what you can.
We can also provide you with a card to send out, describing the gift you have made
to the mission on someone else’s behalf.

Children for Christ Ministries (CFCM)
CFCM is one of zm’s partners in Malawi. Their aim is to reach out to children with
the good news about Jesus. Their lively and interactive approach is still very
innovative in Malawi, where children’s work can be quite conservative. CFCM runs
a number of regular Bible clubs in and around Blantyre, but increasingly they have
been thinking strategically about the best way to reach as many children as
possible with the gospel. As a result, they have been focussing on their Sunday
school teacher training programme. Through training more trainers they hope that
the work of CFCM will multiply;
and they have a target of
training 1,000 Sunday school
teachers this year. Please do
pray for their work.

Did you know? CFCM
has its own newsletter, which
gives further news, information
and prayer points for CFCM’s
ministry. If you would like to be
added to the mailing list please
contact the office (details
overleaf).

A CFCM Sunday school teacher training session

Discipleship
It has been said that the church in
Africa is a “mile wide but only an inch
deep”. Whether this statement is
true or not is debatable; but zm’s
church partner ZEC has been
discerning God’s will for its strategic
plan. They have identified that the
church has failed to focus upon
personal spiritual growth and
discipleship. As a result, biblical
discipleship is emerging as one of
ZEC’s top priorities: the process of
making, nurturing and growing
mature disciples of Christ - men and
women who are then able disciple
others.
ZEC are now in the process of
working on discipleship training
programmes. Please pray with us for
the effectiveness of the training.

Teaching in a typical ZEC church

