In Brief...
 ZEC’s 125th Anniversary: ZEC in

Malawi are planning to thank God
for their 125th anniversary this
summer. The celebration will be held between 31st August and 3rd September
in Mitsidi, Blantyre. ZEC hope that the President of Malawi will be able to
attend. We give thanks for the years through which God has tended and cared
for ZEC, the church that was founded by zm’s first missionaries. We give thanks
for ZEC today: a self-governing, self-supporting national church. We pray that
God would truly equip ZEC, so that their motto of “Discipling Nations for Christ”
would become a reality, through His power and strength and through His Word.
 Disaster Relief: there has been real concern about the impact of successive
years of floods and drought on the most vulnerable amongst our African church
partners. Last summer zm sourced and stored 70 tonnes of maize in readiness
for distribution when the need was greatest. During January zm shared the
maize amongst approximately 200 churches and 30 retired pastors & widows.
The programme was developed in conjunction with ZEC; discerning which
churches had the greatest need, and tailoring the number of bags accordingly.
 Harvest: we give thanks for the rains that have come during this growing
season. zm’s Field Director Simon Chikwana said that they are “continuing to
come beyond our expectation.” We thank God
that He has answered His people’s prayers.
Projects Officer Rose Chirwa said, “Let’s thank
God that it is likely that Ntonda and Nthorowa will
have bumper harvests this year”. This will really
help them in their quest for self-sufficiency.
 Children for Christ Ministry (CFCM): at the start of
2017, CFCM appointed a new administrator,
Lackson Makawa - he is shown on the left in the
adjacent photo with CFCM workers Joseph Jeke
and Elevate Mizinga.
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“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of God belongs to such as these.” Mark 10:14
Our front cover shows a children’s choir in Malawi. zm’s Church Development
Partner Ruth MacBean has been working with Malawian children’s worker Etiny
Thole to produce a book of hymns and choruses for children in Chichewa,
Tumbuka and English. They hope that the book will be published in the near
future. Etiny and Ruth have worked tirelessly to sift through and write down a
large number of songs for young people that are based on solid biblical truth. In
the oral culture that prevails in Malawi, the use of song in sharing and reinforcing
the Word of God is vital. Many of the songs that children currently sing in
churches lack scriptural truth. This book will really help to redress this issue.
The songs will also be available in audio format to help Sunday school teachers
and children’s choirs to learn the hymns and choruses. Let’s pray that many
children come to know Jesus through the singing of these songs.
May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

Review of 2016
We praise God for His wonderful
provision for our partners’ needs during
2016. You can read the details in the
Review of 2016, enclosed with the
latest edition of Update and In Prayer.
However, zm now faces an uncertain
future, since our cash reserves are at a
very low level. Last month we took the
unusual step of writing to all zm’s
supporters to inform you about the
mission’s circumstances. We are very
thankful for your prayers, expressions
of support and your gifts. Many of you
may still be asking…

How can I help?

Pastor and Mrs Mbalu at Liwonde ZEC
receive supplies of maize for distribution to
the most vulnerable in January 2017

Please join with us in prayer for the situation;

Explore the possibility of inviting a zm representative to visit your church or
group to discover more about the good things God is doing in Malawi;

Give to any extent that you are able - there are even “cost-free” ways to give!

Consider leaving a legacy in your will, to help as we look to the future.
Contact the office (details on back page) to find out more about any of these options.


EBCoM
The Evangelical Bible College of Malawi (EBCoM) is one of zm’s key partners. The
mission was also one of EBCoM’s founders. Academic Dean Robert Yanduya said
recently, “The college is needed more than ever before. There is a lack of access to
scripture in Malawi, and also there is a lack of detailed knowledge of the Bible,
which makes both pastors and congregations susceptible to false teaching”. zm is
currently sponsoring 71 students to study at the college. The college has been
working on its new five-year strategic plan: one of their main aims is to increase the
college’s long term sustainability, as well as increase the support that EBCoM
receives from local believers. Please pray that the Lord guides everyone involved as
they develop and agree EBCoM’s strategy.

Myles and Ruth MacBean
Church Development Partners Myles and
Ruth MacBean enjoyed a recent stay back in
the UK, before returning to Malawi. During
their visit they spoke about their work at 15
different meetings. They shared widely about
their two-way partnership with our Malawian
brothers and sisters in Christ. Myles and
Ruth have worked closely with a wide
number of groups in Malawi, including ZEC,
EBCoM, CFCM and Echoes of Grace (a youth
music group). Their three-year assignment
comes to an end in November 2017. Please
remember Myles and Ruth in prayer as they
enter their last six months in Malawi. Please
pray for guidance as they consider God’s will
for them when they return to the UK. Please
also pray for the growth and further
development of our partners’ work.

Myles discusses strategy with ZEC

Ruth leads a Sunday school teacher
training seminar

zambesi mission at Summer Conventions
zm will be attending the following conferences/conventions this
summer (please contact the office if you would like further details):
 GOfest at Moorlands College - 13th May
 Keswick - Weeks 1 & 2: 17th – 21st July and 24th – 28th July
 Keswick in Buckie: 29th July - 4th August
 Keswick in Wales - Llandrindod Wells: 31st July – 4th August
 EMW Conference - Aberystwyth: 12th – 19th August
 Keswick in Motherwell: 14th - 17th September
Do come and meet our staff and find out more about zm at these conventions, .

