In Brief...
 Church Development Partners Myles and Ruth MacBean will be returning to the

UK in November at the end of their three-year assignment in Malawi. They will
then be available to share their experiences in churches in the UK. Please
contact the office if you would like them to visit your church. We give thanks to
God for the time that they served the Lord through their work with our partners
in Malawi. Please remember them in prayer as they settle back to life in the UK.
 Ananu Ziimbani: this new book of Bible-based
children’s hymns and songs was launched in Malawi
on Sunday 24th September. It has been a
collaboration between children’s worker Etiny Thole
and Ruth MacBean. The grand finale at the launch
involved a massed choir with 230 children singing!
 Stephen Williams, zm’s Honorary Representative in
north-west England, is reluctantly stepping down
from his role at the end of November 2017. This will allow him to focus more
fully on his role in Christian education. We thank God for Stephen’s dedication
and work for zm in the north-west since 2013; we pray that God would use him
in His service in the years to come.

Christmas Cards and 2018 Wall Calendars
As we approach Christmas, zm is once more offering a selection of handmade
Christmas cards for sale, plus a 2018 calendar that depicts a
variety of aspects of zm’s ministry in Malawi and northern
Mozambique. See the enclosed flyer for further details.
We can also provide “giant” A4-sized Christmas cards for
churches again this year. The idea is that zm sends your church
one large card for you all to sign, and any money saved can be
donated to zm to buy a gift from our scheme. If you are
interested in this idea, please ring or email the office.
* N.B. A small charge is applied to all gifts to help cover essential running costs. We are very grateful for any gift
and shall use it as requested. If we receive more than required for any project, or a more pressing need arises, we
hope you will understand if we use your gift where most needed. A
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“Thus far has the Lord helped us”

1 Samuel 7:12

Representatives from zambesi mission (zm) were delighted to be able to join the
Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC) for their celebration of the 125th anniversary
of the foundation of Zambesi Industrial Mission. The word ‘industrial’ was
dropped after the Second World War, becoming simply zambesi mission. ZEC,
the church that the first missionaries founded, became an independent selfgoverning church in 1964. One of the guests of honour at the celebration, Hon.
Kondwani Nankhumwa, Minister of Local Government and Rural Development,
summed up the mood so well when he referred to 1 Samuel 7:12. Together both
ZEC and zm looked back and said, “Thus far has the Lord helped us”.
May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ZEC’s thanksgiving for their 125th
anniversary was held in September
at Mitsidi in Blantyre. It was full of
joyous colour and song, combined
with heartfelt praise, thanksgiving and worship to God.
It started in earnest when the “pastors’ bike challenge”
riders arrived, having ridden about 150 miles on singlespeed bikes to draw attention to the needs of rural
pastors in Malawi. On the event’s opening day, Pastor
Joe Tsokalida preached from Psalm 124, reminding ZEC
of the Lord’s protection over the life of the church.
Preaching on the main day of the celebrations, zm’s
former missionary Abraham Folayan reminded the
church that it had the treasure of the Gospel in jars of
clay - and ZEC today needs to continue the work of the
first missionaries, sharing this treasure through both their
words and their deeds.

ZEC Chairman Joe
Tsokalida preaching

Bill Wilson (1942 - 2017)
We are sad to announce that former zm missionary Bill
Wilson went to be with the Lord in July. But we give
thanks to God for Bill’s faith in Christ and for his life of
service. After he was saved at the age of 15, Bill
became increasingly active in evangelism and in his
local church. He met his wife Myra when she was
handing out gospel tracts in the street. Bill discovered
what he modestly described as “some sort of gift for
preaching” and started attending the Scottish Baptist
College. This led to Bill entering full-time ministry, in
which he spent ten years as pastor of Greenock Baptist
Church. After two visits to Malawi, Bill and Myra sensed
God’s call to serve overseas. They served as zm
missionaries for ten years from 1996. Bill is
remembered dearly by those he met and served with in
Malawi. He found visiting local churches
deeply satisfying: places where he
observed people who often had nothing
materially, but had a deep faith and trust
in the Lord.
One of Bill’s African brothers in Christ
sums up our thoughts so well, as we
remember Bill with great thankfulness;
and as we continue to pray for God’s
peace, comfort and encouragement to
be upon his wife Myra and their family:
“I know that Bill has not died, but he has
Bill Wilson’s pastoral ministry - deep in
gone to be with the Lord, who will
conversation with pastor and church elders. resurrect all who sleep in Him”
(see John 11:25).

zambesi mission — Gift Scheme

The 125th celebration gets underway as the
“pastors’ bike challenge” riders arrive

Abraham and Ruth Folayan, former zm
missionaries, were guests of honour

You will find our latest Gift Scheme leaflet enclosed with Update and In Prayer. It
is wonderful to be able to give presents to one another that remind us of God’s
indescribable gift to us: eternal life through His Son Jesus.
The scheme offers a range of items that you can “give” to friends or relations.
They meet a variety of needs that face zm’s partners, and cost from £5 upwards.
Don’t worry if you feel you can’t afford the price of a particular item - just specify
which one you would like to contribute towards, and then give what you can. We
will provide you with a card to send out, describing the gift you have bought on
their behalf. Note – when you request a card to be sent during November and
December, we will assume you would like a Christmas card, unless you specify
otherwise.

