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News In Brief... 
 zm’s partner, the Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC), is holding its General 

Synod meeting at Mitsidi in Blantyre between 23rd and 25th August.  This year’s 

meeting marks the stepping down of the existing leadership team after five 

years in office.  It entails the discernment 

of God’s will for the future leadership of 

ZEC and the subsequent election of new 

leaders.  Please pray for those stepping 

down and for all who are considering 

standing for election or re-election.  Pray 

that God’s will would be clear to all the 

delegates present.  Pray also for ZEC’s 

continuing unity as new leaders are 

elected and take up office.  We pray for 

warm ongoing relationships between zm 

and ZEC’s newly appointed leadership. 

 zm’s Administrator Richard Brassington left the mission in June.  The mission 

has decided not to appoint a replacement until early next year.  In the 

meantime, the role of administrator will be carried out by our Mission Director 

Mike Beresford and Finance Assistant Charlotte Dunning, with additional weekly 

support from other volunteers.  Please continue to use our usual office postal 

and email addresses and the office telephone number listed below.  It may take 

longer than usual to respond to gifts or queries due to our new temporary 

staffing arrangements. 

 zm staff have been working on a new mission resource.  Entitled “Mission and 

Me”, its aim is to inspire children, their families and their churches to 

understand and engage more in mission in a range of contexts.  It consists of a 

series of Bible-based interactive sessions with weekly challenges for all 

participants.  It is currently being trialled and fine tuned before becoming 

available to churches and youth groups later this summer.  Please contact the 

office for further details.    

For mailing purposes we hold your name and address on our computer.  They will not be given to any other person or organisation, 

but if you prefer not to receive this literature, let us know and we will remove your details from the mailing list.  

* N.B. A small proportion of all gifts received is used to help cover essential administrative and ministry costs.  We 

are very grateful for any gift and shall use it as requested.  If we receive more than required for any project, or a 

more pressing need arises, we hope you will understand if we use your gift where most needed. A 

Synod delegates arriving at Mitsidi ZEC 



One of the joys of working for zm is that you get to visit churches in Malawi, 

northern Mozambique and also across the length and breadth of the UK.  Whilst 

there are many differences, it always surprises me how many similarities there 

are between these churches - despite them being on opposite sides of the world.  

A sense of the inter-connected body of Christ, a ‘partnership in the gospel’, as 

described by the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Philippians, is always very 

palpable. 

Whether in Chitipa in Malawi, Milange in Mozambique, or in Yorkshire or 

Lancashire, Christians can easily become isolated and discouraged.  The writer 

to the Hebrews spoke about the impact of Christ’s amazing sacrifice on our lives: 

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we possess” (Heb. 10:23); let us “spur one 

another on towards love and good deeds” (Heb. 10:24); “let us encourage one 

another”; (Heb. 10:24); and let us “not grow weary and lose heart” (Heb. 12:3).    

Thank you for your encouragement, your prayers and your ongoing support.  May 

the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

“...but let us encourage one another - and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching”.     Hebrews 10:25 

zm’s Financial Situation 

The mission has significantly restricted its expenditure this year, by suspending 

some of its partner support programmes.  This means that the ‘Word for Word’ 

Bible distribution scheme, the pastors’ bike and the ‘Let’s Raise the Roof’ iron 

roofing sheet programmes are currently inactive.  The pastors’ bookset 

conferences planned for 2018 have also been deferred until 2019.  Despite these 

measures our expenditure up to the end of May has exceeded our income: this 

has meant that our reserves have reduced further and are now at a very low level.   

Therefore, at the mission’s last Executive committee meeting, it was reluctantly 

agreed to take further steps to reduce expenditure.  In September, zm will 

probably be unable to support any new first year students at EBCoM or on the 

pastors’ children’s secondary school sponsorship scheme.  We will also not be 

replacing Richard Brassington until 2019.  Further temporary steps may need to 

be taken.  The primary impact of these measures will be upon our African 

partners.  God is aware, and we are confident that He will supply their needs.  We 

are reminded of the closing words of Psalm 27: “Wait for the Lord; be strong and 

take heart and wait for the Lord”.   

River of Life Evangelical Church Leaders - Visit to the UK 
Pastors Mvula Mvula, Gift Mtintha and Justice Chiphwanya came to the UK as 

guests of zambesi mission in May/June.  They visited a wide variety of churches: 

from Motherwell in Scotland to Bridport in Dorset.  zm’s  inter-dependent 

relationship with our African partners means that here in the UK we need the 

church in Malawi just as much as they need us.   

The Malawian pastors were able to 

share words of challenge and 

encouragement from God’s word; 

they also told us about the difficulties 

they face in their churches, such as 

the scarcity of Bibles, the lack of 

trained church leaders and the 

problems caused by rudimentary 

thatched roofs.  Yet they surprised 

and challenged us with their focus on 

prayer and evangelism and by 

describing the strength of the youth 

in their churches.  You can read more 

about their visit on our website. 
Pastors Justice Chiphwanya, Gift Mtintha and 

Mvula Mvula (L-R) on Tower Bridge in London 

 zambesi mission at Summer Conventions 

zm will be attending the following conferences/conventions this 

summer (please contact the office if you would like further details):  

 Keswick in Wales - Llandrindod Wells: 30th July – 3rd August 

 Keswick in Buckie: 6th - 10th August 

 EMW Conference - Aberystwyth: 11th – 18th August 

 Keswick in Motherwell: 13th - 15th September 

Do come and meet our staff at these conventions and find out more 

about zm.  

Cover picture overleaf: children outside Mulanje ZEC - 46% of Malawi’s population is aged 14 or under 

Children for Christ Ministry 

In 2017, CFCM trained just over 

1,000 Sunday school teachers: their 

aim is to help these men and 

women to effectively reach the 

children of Malawi with the Gospel.  

CFCM have a real sense of urgency - 

to ensure that the harvest is reaped 

whilst it can be.  But CFCM are a 

very small organisation.  Hence the 

reason for their plan in September 

to train more trainers to teach more 

teachers - to reach more children with 

the good news about Jesus. 

A Sunday school teacher training seminar in 

Karonga in northern Malawi 


