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Cover story 

The Word of God is living and active... 

How many of us have to walk a mile to borrow someone elseõs Bible when we 

need to read or teach Godõs word?  Is our Bible tattered and missing vital 

pages?  We can easily get a new Bible when we need one, and there is no 

shortage of translations or formats for us to choose from.  All this contrasts 

sharply with the situation in our partnersõ churches.  Our front cover shows 

David Chirwa gratefully holding the Bibles that he received through zambesi 

missionõs Word for Word initiative.  David is a member of Dzinthenga Zambezi 

Evangelical Church (ZEC) in southern Malawi.  He would have to travel about 

80 miles to Blantyre, much of it on rough dirt roads, to buy his own Bible.  But 

he couldnõt afford to travel, let alone pay the price for a new Bible.  When 

baptising a large group of young people, Field Director Simon Chikwana 

shared his concern about their situation: ònot even a single one of them had a 

Bible!  When I saw this I had so many questions.  How will these young men 

and women get rooted in the Word if they do not read the Bible?  How will 

they defend themselves against false teaching if they do not read the Bible?ó   

Helping Christians to buy the Bible in their mother tongue is a priority for zm.  

zm buys Bibles in Chichewa from the Bible Society of Malawi for about £7.  We 

then take them into remote rural areas and offer them to believers for just 

1,000 Malawi Kwacha (about £1).  The demand for these Bibles is vast.  

Thank you to every one who has donated to enable people like David to read 

Godõs word and be transformed by His Holy Spirit.  When we read our Bibles, 

let us never take our easy access to Scripture for granted.   

Believers at Nthete ZEC in Mozambique gather round to receive their subsidised Bibles. 



Children for Christ Ministry (CFCM) 

CFCMõs aim is to reach as many children for Christ as they can.  They 

share the gospel through Bible clubs.  But they also teach, enable and 

encourage others to do the same.  Every year the CFCM team runs a 

week long Bible club in the Easter school holidays.  It is a great 

opportunity to share Godõs Word with hundreds of children, as well as 

helping to build up an existing weekly Bible club or launch a new one 

elsewhere.  The picture above shows CFCM worker Elevate Mizinga 

speaking at this yearõs Easter club at Mitsidi Primary School.      

The club started each morning with games such as football, balloon 

races and sand bag races.  This yearõs teaching followed the Easter 

story, with the children learning a new memory verse every day.  The 

gospel was explained to the children using the Wordless Book.  Mission 

Director Mike Beresford joined the club for its final day.  He told us: òit 

was thrilling to see CFCM in action.  The team are so gifted.  At the end 

it was a sheer delight to see so many children praying earnestly and 

humbly to receive Christó.  CFCMõs prayer is that these children will grow 

in knowledge and love of the Lord as they continue to participate in the 

weekly Bible club at the school.  CFCMõs work has eternal 

consequences for so many children in Malawi.  We are so thankful to 

everyone who supports their work.

Partner focus  



The men studying at the Evangelical Bible College of Malawi (EBCoM) often 

grab the headlines in zmõs publications.  But in this edition we are focussing 

on an equally important ministry.  EBCoM and its partners recognise the 

crucial role played by pastorsõ wives in ministry.  A special course was 

established to train these women.  They join their husbands for the final year 

of their courses and study a varied curriculum.  In the 2018 - 2019 academic 

year, zm helped 14 wives to study at the college.  Martha (pictured right with 

her young daughter Chikondi) married Allan MacSesio in 2010.  They are from 

the Zambezi Evangelical Church.  Martha said: òI have been encouraged in so 

many ways here at EBCoM.  I realise that I will face many challenges in 

ministry with my husband.  But we must seek help from God, not from menó.   

Esnart (pictured below) is married to Nice Yobe from the River of Life 

Evangelical Church.  She told us, òI have learnt many things that have 

changed my spiritual life.  I have been taught how to pray: depending on God 

in prayer is the most important thing for a Christian.  I know that I will also 

need to persevere and not allow my faith in God to falteró.   Esnart thanks God 

for everyone who helped to bring her to EBCoM, saying òI am going back rich 

in ministry because of what I have learnt hereó.  

Depending on God 

People 
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not from men.   

People  



 Disaster Relief 

zmõs supporters have given incredibly generously to help those affected by 

Cyclone Idai in Mozambique and Malawi.  We give thanks to God for this.  zm 

has received over £25,000 for disaster relief, which was put to immediate 

use.  We have provided relief packages for families who have lost their crops 

or possessions.  Each package consists of 25kg of maize, salt, soap, bags of 

soya pieces (more nutritious and cost effective than beans), buckets and 

plates.  Those whose homes have been damaged also received plastic 

sheeting to help them to make temporary repairs.  Distribution started with 

Mwazule, Miyanga, Ndokota and Phodogoma ZEC churches in Phalombe 

district.  Our field team is continuing to share relief items in churches in the 

badly affected Lower Shire area.  We are still evaluating how best to help ZEC 

in Mozambique and the River of Life Evangelical Church.   

Maxwell Machongo from Ndokota ZEC expressed his gratitude to everyone 

who has helped them:  òThank you that you have come.  And thank you for the 

help and encouragement that you have given us.  Most importantly, please 

remember to pray for usó.  Please do continue to pray for our brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  Many will face ongoing challenges, since they wonõt harvest 

crops again until spring 2020 ð this is a very long time for them to wait.   

Project focus 

Relief distribution takes place at Mwazule ZEC 



Latest news 

l was humbled to be able to visit some of the churches affected by Cyclone 

Idai in May.  The local people are very stoical.  Everywhere you look, you see 

people just getting on with their lives.  Whether it is living in a half collapsed 

house or simply trusting in the grace of God for tomorrowõs food.  The help that 

zmõs supporters have enabled zm to provide is huge, but it is still just a drop in 

the ocean.  Nevertheless, we trust in Jehovah Jireh, the God who provides: 

exemplified by daily manna in the desert and the widow of Zarephathõs jar of 

flour and jug of oil; providing just enough for our needs day by day.   

>ÈÎ©ýăĊăÈ½ØĊÜ¶¶ððð 

Disaster relief packages being sorted and loaded onto bicycles at Miyanga ZEC 

¶ Peter Mutharika of the Democratic Progressive Party was re-elected in May 

as President of Malawi for a further five years.  However, the result is being 

challenged in court after allegations of vote rigging.  Recently, nationwide 

protests over the election result ended in violence.  Please pray for the 

country to remain peaceful and for an amicable outcome to be reached.    

¶ 47 zm sponsored students from six different church denominations 

graduated from EBCoM on Friday 5th July.  Please pray for God to confirm 

their sense of calling and guide them and their church leaders where they 

should be placed in ministry.  We hope to sponsor 30 new 1st year students 

in the next academic year.  We give thanks to God for every supporter who 

faithfully donates to help these believers to be trained to be godly.   

Latest news 




