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Let your light shine...
Our front cover shows a mother attending an ante-natal appointment with her
newborn baby at Nthorowa Health Centre. It is one of five centres run by the
Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC). The site at Nthorowa contains a church, a
health centre and an Orphan Daycare Centre; there is also a ZEC owned
primary school nearby. Most of the population in this part of eastern Malawi
are Muslims. Christian nursing staff like Idah Mbwana and Mercy Machezo
(shown in the centre of the photo below) have accepted the challenge of
Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount: to let their light shine amongst those that
they care for.
Coronavirus is now spreading faster in Malawi than in neighbouring
Mozambique. As of 9th July they had recorded 1,864 confirmed cases, with
sadly 24 deaths. The virus was successfully controlled in the first months of
the outbreak, but more recently a significant deterioration has occurred. This
has been caused by workers returning from South Africa and poor control
measures during the recent election. But as the virus spreads, serious health
concerns such as malaria, malnutrition, HIV and TB remain rife. Additionally,
more than 70 babies are born every month in Nthorowa’s small maternity
unit. zm has provided much needed protective equipment for the staff at
ZEC’s health centres. Please pray that we can continue to do this in the
future, as the COVID-19 threat persists. And please uphold workers like Idah
and Mercy in prayer, as they shine the light of Jesus in their community.
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Preach the Word: in season and out of season
zm’s partner the River of Life Evangelical Church (RoLEC) describe
themselves as a disciple-making church that seeks to fulfil the Great
Commission in Malawi and beyond. Their priority is to reach out to
people with the Gospel. Allan Gomani (pictured above with his wife
Ruth) is one of six churchplanters that zm is supporting. Allan is based
in a remote rural village east of Blantyre called Chinguwo. They have a
simple church there made from mud bricks.
Whilst other RoLEC churchplanters are in districts where there are many
Muslims, this is not the case at Chinguwo. Instead, the surrounding
area remains strongly influenced by African Traditional Religion. Not
only does Allan need to preach the Gospel so that sinners are saved,
but he also needs to teach sound doctrine from scripture so that false
teaching can be refuted. There is a particular risk of harmful syncretism
in areas like Chinguwo, where the Christian faith can become mixed up
with traditional beliefs. Please remember Allan, Ruth and their four
children in your prayers as they reach out into their surrounding
community with the life transforming good news about Jesus.
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Raising the next generation of leaders
Over half of Malawi’s population is aged 18 or under. Yet surprisingly
children’s work is seen as a low priority in many churches. The Zambezi
Evangelical Church (ZEC) has always regarded Sunday school as a vital aspect
of church life. It has an excellent Biblical Sunday school syllabus that is set
out in four A5 sized booklets. Frank Mikondo (pictured below left) coordinates
the work of ZEC’s Children’s Department. Its aim is to bring children to
salvation in Christ and help them to grow as disciples of Jesus. But they are
also seeking to raise up the next generation of church leaders.
Their current priority is to ensure that all ZEC Sunday school teachers are
properly trained. Their national programme has been disrupted by COVID-19,
but they still hope to hold 18 training sessions in 2020. But as they tell the
children about Jesus, they find it impossible to ignore their physical
challenges. Frank said: “as we are reaching the children spiritually, we feel
duty bound to help with their physical needs. They are lacking school
materials like books, pens and school uniforms. They also have no blankets.”
Please remember ZEC’s Children’s Department and its Sunday school
teachers in your prayers. Pray for successful completion of their training
programme and for the church to be able to minister to the children’s needs.

People

“Let the little
children come to me”
Mark 10: 14

People

Firm foundations for ministry
Cyclone Idai caused devastation in Malawi. Many lives were lost. Churches,
homes, crops and animals were swept away or destroyed. In 2019 we shared
in Update (see photo below) how Pastor Kamwendo’s family escaped after the
end wall of their house collapsed.
Thanks to the generosity of zm’s supporters we were able to provide
emergency food, soap, utensils and plastic sheeting in the aftermath of the
storms. Pastors have also been helped with maize during the recent ‘hunger
months’, the period in which the people of Malawi and Mozambique wait
patiently for the harvest. But one of the disaster relief projects that we started
last year has only just come to fruition - Pastor Kamwendo’s house. After
working patiently with the church elders at Nanlaku Zambezi Evangelical
Church (ZEC), a strong new house has now been constructed. But Pastor
Kamwendo won’t be moving in! That’s because ZEC recently chose him to
become pastor at Zalewa ZEC, about 100 miles away. So instead the house
will make the perfect home for Nanlaku ZEC’s new pastor Wilson Boti, his wife
Elizabeth, and their two children.
Let’s give thanks for the generosity of zm’s supporters that enabled this
project to be completed; and let’s pray for Pastors Kamwendo and Boti and
their families as they start their ministry at Zalewa ZEC and Nanlaku ZEC.
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Latest news
 Malawi held the rerun of last year’s annulled presidential election on 23rd

June. Former Assemblies of God pastor Lazarus Chakwera was elected as
Malawi’s sixth president, after winning 58.6% of the vote. We pray that he
would unite and serve the people of Malawi and continue to uphold the
Christian values that are so important to them.

 The Evangelical Bible College of Malawi was required to send its students

home in March as a result of COVID-19. During the closure, EBCoM’s
council agreed to implement a major restructuring plan. The introduction of
a degree course at the college had led to an increasingly unsustainable gap
between income from tuition fees and expenditure, mainly on salaries. This
led to the painful decision to ask salaried staff members to accept a wage
cut; the majority instead opted to accept the alternative offer of a voluntary
redundancy package. The college now has the opportunity to reassess its
purpose and focus again on the basics of training men and women in their
knowledge of the Lord and the scriptures for ministry in the church.

Mike’s sign off...
Although the situation in UK has been more positive recently, the coronavirus
pandemic is worsening globally. But at a recent Zoom church service we
considered the amazing implications of Christ’s resurrection. As a result, we
should: “Stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the
work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain”.
Regional Superintendent Henry Muhiye inspects the new pastor’s house at Nanlaku ZEC
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