
Update 
 

August - October 2022 



Cover story 

Bright Wowo is reading from the book of Joshua.  He and his wife Annie are 

studying at the Evangelical Bible College of Malawi.  They have three children, 

Patience, Takondwa and Beauty.  Bright is in the second year of his English 

Certificate of Christian Ministry course.  Annie is on the Chichewa Certificate 

course.  Bright is visually impaired, so is very thankful that EBCoM’s library 

has Chichewa translations of the Bible in braille.  Although Bright’s father was 

a pastor, he says that he knew that this didn’t make him a Christian.  It was 

only when he started attending Blantyre Secondary School that he gave his 

life to Christ after joining their Student Christian Organisation of Malawi 

(SCOM) group.   

Bright is an evangelist in the Apostolic Faith Mission Church.  He says: “I came 

to EBCoM to sharpen my knowledge of the word of God - and this opportunity 

is being fulfilled now”.  Bright is one of two visually impaired students studying 

at EBCoM; the second, Kenason Msamba Chuma, is studying on the Chichewa 

Certificate course.  They are very grateful for zm’s support.  But they have 

pleaded for us to help them access more braille theological books and 

commentaries, since there are very few available in EBCoM’s library.  Please 

pray that the Lord’s hand would be upon Bright, Annie and Kenason as they 

study and that the Holy Spirit would prepare them for their future ministry.   

“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path” 

Bright Wowo reads from his Chichewa Bible in braille 



Partner focus 

Gospel-preaching disciple-making training 

zm has been supporting students at EBCoM since it was founded in 

1964.  Why is this important?  The parts of Malawi and northern 

Mozambique where our partners work are predominately rural.  Most 

people have very little wealth.  There is a lack of access to scripture and 

consequently little biblical knowledge.  This means that false teaching is 

rife, with the prosperity gospel and African Traditional Religion being 

commonplace.  This explains why EBCoM’s training is so vital.  The 

photo above shows Peter Ross with his wife Eliza and their children.  

Peter is pastor at Tsabola ZEC in a remote part of Chiradzulu district.  

Peter and Eliza graduated from EBCoM in 2017.  Men and women like 

them are taught how to handle the word of God correctly.  They are 

taught sound doctrine.  They are prepared for gospel-preaching disciple-

making ministry in churches in Malawi, Mozambique and beyond.   

zm is supporting 88 men and women at EBCoM this year.  Thank you to 

everyone who is supporting or has supported a student.  Most of our 

sponsors have been faithfully giving for many years.  We are looking for 

more sponsors to uphold this ministry in the coming years.  You will find 

a new leaflet about supporting students at EBCoM enclosed with 

Update and In Prayer.  Please read it and get in touch with us if you feel 

the Lord calling you to support this vitally important work.  Please pray 

for every student at EBCoM as the Lord prepares them for ministry.   



Disaster relief 



I was hungry and you gave me something to eat 

Earlier this year three devastating storms struck Malawi and Mozambique.  

They caused severe flash flooding that swept people and livestock away and 

destroyed roads, bridges, churches, houses and crops.  Since then zm has 

provided relief to more than 3,250 families from the Zambezi Evangelical 

Church and the River of Life Evangelical Church.  Each family receives 25kg 

maize flour, plastic sheeting, a water bucket, plates, soap, beans, soya pieces, 

salt and seed for replanting.  The photo opposite shows April’s distribution at 

Dzinthenga ZEC in the Lower Shire region.   

We want to say a huge thank you to everyone who has supported this initiative 

through your gifts and prayers.  We also wish to acknowledge the hard work 

and dedication that our team in Malawi have shown at this difficult time.  They 

have worked tirelessly to help those in need.  Please continue to pray for 

everyone who has been affected by the flooding.  We know that our support is 

just a drop in a vast ocean of need.  Prices in Malawi have been spiralling 

upwards.  As the year progresses the situation is likely to become increasingly 

challenging.  Please pray that our God, Jehovah Jireh, will provide for our 

brothers and sisters in Christ in Malawi and northern Mozambique.  

Distribution for Kubalalika and Chapananga ZEC churches continues late into the night 

Disaster relief 



Nevertheless the church is still growing... 

Joao Thupilifa, the Chair of ZEC in Mozambique told us how difficult their 

ministry has been.  He said: “we were elected in 2018 and things started well.  

But ministry has been a problem since early 2019, particularly due to COVID.  

Church services were banned and the normal pattern of Chiyanjano and youth 

meetings has not happened.  The only alternative has been door to door 

visiting, but this is challenging when a church is large or spread afar.  There 

has been a stagnation in spiritual growth.  Because churches have not been 

meeting, there has been no giving, which means that pastors are struggling.  

Likewise the synod office has literally nothing.  Even though it has been tough, 

we are still here.  God is still revealing Himself and the church is growing”.   

The leaders of ZEC in Mozambique are pictured below (L-R): Joachim Lihama 

(Regional Superintendent for NE Mozambique), Zechariah Bulawayo (General 

Secretary), Mario Maphaliwa (churchplanter at Chitsulo ZEC) and Joao 

Thupalifa (Chair).  They are eager to make up for lost time.  They have 

arranged three women’s conferences, two youth conferences and a mini-

synod meeting in the summer.  They also plan to grow cash crops to generate 

the funds they need for ZEC’s ministry.  Let’s give thanks to God for their 

perseverance and tenacity.  Let’s pray that all the believers in Mozambique 

would be blessed in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.   

Church leaders from ZEC in Mozambique 
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Rose Chirwa celebrates her graduation with her family 

Latest news 

 Many congratulations to zm’s Field Director Simon Chikwana and Projects 

Officer Rose Chirwa.  They recently graduated from Millennium University in 

Blantyre.  Simon was awarded a Master’s in Business Administration and 

Rose a Bachelor's degree in Business Management.  Very well done!   

 The dry start and stormy end to this year’s growing season meant that, in 

most places, the harvest has been poor.  But the network of irrigation 

channels at the rice fields at Nthorowa has been working well and the crop 

is looking encouraging.  The newly opened rice mill is also conveniently 

placed to prepare the harvested rice for consumption at the Orphan 

Daycare Centre (ODC).  The low-lying area around Lake Chilwa is a major 

rice producing area and the expectation is that the rice mill will generate a 

healthy income to sustain ZEC’s ODC at Nthorowa.   

 Children for Christ Ministry (CFCM) has trained over 800 Sunday School 

teachers during the past two years in Malawi.  This remarkable 

achievement has taken place during four successive waves of COVID-19, 

when restrictions on gathering were commonplace.  Furthermore, whilst 

many organisations focused on the cities, CFCM deliberately targeted 

teachers in rural areas up and down Malawi.  If you would like to receive 

CFCM’s quarterly newsletter please let us know and we’ll add you on to the 

mailing list.  A new charity, CFCM-UK has just been formed in the UK, with 

the aim of broadening their supporter base beyond zm.  Let’s pray that this 

results in greater interest in and support for CFCM’s wonderful work.   

Latest news 
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