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Cover story 

Our front cover shows zm’s Projects Officer Rose Chirwa on her way to 

Saturday ministry dressed in the Chiyanjano Cha Amayi (Women’s Fellowship) 

uniform.  She has been acting as Field Director since February, when Simon 

Chikwana became ill.  Rose and Administrator Mercy Carlos worked tirelessly 

to ensure that the mission’s work carried on as usual in Simon’s absence.   

Simon underwent surgery to remove a brain tumour at Manipal Hospital in 

Bangalore in February.  This was followed by radiotherapy and chemotherapy.  

At the beginning of June, Simon’s medical team allowed him to return home to 

Malawi and continue his chemotherapy there.  Shortly afterwards Simon 

returned to work.  He has been feeling well and has been working full-time 

except when undergoing chemotherapy.  Once his treatment has concluded, 

probably in August, Simon will resume his Field Director role.   

Thank you to everyone who has sent gifts to support the cost of Simon’s 

treatment.  We give thanks to God for his recovery thus far.  Please continue 

to pray for Simon and his wife Edna, since his medium and long-term 

prognosis remains unclear.  We give thanks to God for our staff in Malawi.  

They share the love of Christ with those they meet.  They work hand in hand 

with our partners to equip and encourage them.  If you are interested in 

supporting Simon, Rose or Mercy’s ministry please get in touch with us. 

Simon Chikwana at the 2022 bookset conference at Mwanza (photo by Tim Lawrence)  

zm’s mission workers in Malawi 



Encourage one another daily 

Jonathan Sankhulani is the pastor of Thambani ZEC, located in a 

beautiful but remote part of western Malawi.  After graduating from 

EBCoM in 2014 Jonathan felt called to plant a church where he lived in 

Thambani.  Not long after, zm decided to support him financially as a 

churchplanter.  In 2020 his support from the mission came to an end.  

Since then he has been relying on his church to support him, his wife 

Fansica and their three children Ananias, Shekinah and Esther.  Mission 

Director Mike Beresford visited them in April.  He said: “I am always 

concerned when a churchplanter comes to the end of their support.  

Their churches can be small and fragile and the big question is, can 

they survive?  But I was surprised and delighted to join Thambani ZEC’s 

Sunday service.  There were well over 100 people packed into a school 

classroom at the primary school, sitting three or four to a desk.  There 

was joyous and lively worship, as well as avid attention to the Word of 

God.  It was a privilege to see Jonathan’s care for his church and his 

gentle but earnest encouragement”.  Since Mike’s visit, we have heard 

that Jonathan’s wife Fansica is expecting twins in October. 

Let’s give thanks to God for Jonathan and Fansica’s training at EBCoM 

and their ministry at Thambani ZEC.  Please pray that the church is able 

to continue to provide for their family’s needs.  Pray too for their health 

and protection and for the safe arrival of their twins later this year.  
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Zione Salamba from Tsabola Zambezi Evangelical Church (pictured opposite) 

is so thankful to receive her Bible in Chichewa.  She can now read God’s Word 

whenever she wants.  She can become rooted in the faith and guard against 

false teaching.  ZEC has many churches in rural parts of Malawi like Tsabola.  

These are places where there are poor roads, few buses and typically no 

electricity.  Most people face extreme poverty.  In a typical rural church with 

100 or 150 members, usually no more than five to ten believers have their 

own Bible.  The ZEC churches across the border in Chichewa-speaking parts of 

northern Mozambique can be even worse.   

There are two big issues: access and cost.  There are no shops in rural areas 

and transport to the nearest town or city is often unaffordable.  A Bible costs 

more than £10, a huge amount for most people.  zm’s subsidised Bible 

scheme aims to address these challenges.  The mission buys the Bibles from 

the Bible Society of Malawi and delivers them to the recipients.  They pay 

about £1.50 towards the cost.  Unfortunately we never have enough funds to 

meet the enormous demand.  But little by little we share what we are given 

with those who would like a Bible.  Thank you to everyone who has given so 

generously so that people like Zione can read God’s Word.  Please contact the 

office if you would like to help more believers have their own Bible.    

“For the word of God is living and active” 

The church members at Tsabola ZEC in Malawi with their Bibles 
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We do not grieve like the rest of men who have no hope 

HRH The Princess Royal presents Ralph with zm’s award following Cyclone Idai in 2019 

We are sad to report the deaths of two of the mission’s servants, Margaret 

Court and Ralph Gunn.  Margaret became a trustee in 2005 and soon 

afterwards became Chair of the Executive Committee.  In 2012 she was also 

elected as Chair of Trustees.  She managed both roles extremely capably until 

ill health prompted her retirement in 2014.  Her work overseas in Rwanda 

with Mid-Africa Ministries gave her a unique insight into zm’s work.  She was 

very thoughtful and considerate, and yet decisive when needed.  She retained 

a keen interest in the mission and would regularly contact us with helpful 

advice or information borne out of her wisdom or experience.   

Ralph Gunn died just two days after Margaret in April.  As Assistant Principal 

of Bell College, Ralph was charged with overseeing the college’s Malawi 

Millennium Project and travelled there on a number of occasions.  A love of 

Malawi, its people and the mission’s work quickly developed.  After retirement 

Ralph became zm’s Honorary Representative in Scotland, serving from 2008 

until 2019.  Ralph was a treasured member of our staff team.  He took his 

role very seriously and was committed to it.  He rarely missed our staff 

meetings and went out of his way to help others in their role. 

We thank God for Margaret and Ralph’s lives.  We pray for their families and 

friends.  We know to be with Christ is better by far, but nonetheless we grieve 

their loss.  But we do not grieve like the rest of men who have no hope.  For 

“we believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will 

bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him” (1 Thess. 4: 14).  

People 



Latest news 

The tragic devastation caused by Cyclone Freddy above Chipata ZEC in Blantyre  

Latest news 

 Cyclone Freddy has been the worst disaster to hit Malawi and northern 

Mozambique in a generation.  It claimed the lives of over 2,000 people 

across the two countries.  Crops, houses, livestock and infrastructure were 

destroyed across a vast area.  We are very thankful for all the generous 

gifts that our supporters have given to help our partners who have faced so 

many challenges.  The magnitude of the disaster is beyond our ability to 

provide relief to all the affected congregations as was possible in 2022.  

We have therefore decided to prioritise food relief to pastors, retired 

pastors and their widows.  They are already facing great need, and pastors 

are also best placed to help the most vulnerable members of their 

churches and communities.      

 zm’s Executive Committee member Amos Oumounabidji works for the 

Christian charity Project Possible.  They have agreed to work with zm to 

help our partners in Malawi think differently about the gifts and resources 

God has given them and how they might avoid dependency.  We are 

planning a workshop with Project Possible and our partners in September.    

 Mission Director Mike Beresford is planning to retire in August 2024.  zm is 

reviewing various options for his replacement, including considering how 

we might increase the involvement of our staff and partners in Malawi in 

the mission’s decision making.  Please pray for our Executive Committee 

as they work through the possibilities and discern God’s will for zm.  We 

hope to provide further details in the next edition of Update.    
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