zambesi mission

Serving Jesus and His church in Malawi and northern Mozambique
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“Brothers and sisters, pray for us”

Our cover photo illustrates the beauty of Malawi, showing boys catching fish in
Lake Chirwa. But a harsher truth lies behind this tranquil scene. The water
that they are fishing in lies feet deep upon the fields where the people of
Nthorowa normally grow rice. A year after Cyclone Freddy’s devastating floods
the water in Lake Chirwa’s inland sea has still not subsided. Ironically the
other fields around Nthorowa have suffered from the opposite problem - too
little water. The El Nino effect brought prolonged dry spells that caused crops
to wilt and die. Indeed, the majority of the densely populated southern region
of Malawi harvested little or nothing. In a place where most people are
subsistence farmers who rely on their crops for survival, this means that the
outlook is extremely bleak. With the next harvest not due until April 2025
people are wondering how they will survive.

What is the mission’s response? Our primary call is to pray for our brothers
and sisters in Christ in Malawi and northern Mozambique. Please join us as
we ask God to meet all their needs according to the riches of His glory in
Christ Jesus. But we also take note of the Bible’s teaching about responding
to calls for help to relieve hunger in our partners’ churches. zm intends to
provide bags of maize to pastors, retired pastors and pastors’ widows, as far
as we are able. Please contact us if you would like to help or to know more.

This year’s failed maize crop at Nthorowa in eastern Malawi
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“Now you are the body of Christ...”

The members of the newly formed Malawi Advisory Council are pictured
above with zm’s staff. This group has been established in response to a
growing sense that the mission’s strategies and priorities need to be
determined by our Malawian and Mozambican brothers and sisters in
Christ. Although the mission has always sought to listen to God’s voice
speaking through our partners, we acknowledge that in the past we
have not always listened as carefully as we ought.

Representatives chosen by each of our six partners came together for
the inaugural council meeting in April. Our partners are: the Zambezi
Evangelical Church in Malawi and Mozambique, the Evangelical Bible
College of Malawi, River of Life Evangelical Church, Children for Christ
Ministry and J-Life Ministries. These representatives were joined by a
handful of respected Malawian Christians who were able to bring
additional perspectives. The first meeting laid down the ground rules
and allowed zm to set out our current priorities. The intention is to hold
the next meeting in October. Please pray for this and future council
meetings, as our different partners start working collaboratively to agree
what the mission’s future priorities should be. Pray too for the mission
as we adopt a new way of working, that allows our partners to take a
leading role.
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Encouragement and blessing in Mozambique

A team from zambesi mission visited north west Mozambique in April. Lack of
access to scripture is one of the biggest challenges they face there. It is far
from places where Bibles can be bought. So zm visited the Bible Society of
Malawi in Blantyre beforehand to buy Bibles. These were loaded into the
mission’s vehicle (see photo opposite) by the Bible Society’s staff: Kennedy
Patenti (left) and Herbert Chagunda (right). zm asks believers to make a small
contribution (about £1.50) towards the cost of their Bible. New Mission
Director Mike McCabe had expected that 216 Bibles would be enough to meet
the needs of every church they went to. But, after visiting four churches, every
single one had gone. Mike explained: “| was astonished how quickly they
went. We could have brought many more Bibles with us and they would all
have been received with joy in these churches”.

The Sunday service at Font Boa Zambezi Evangelical Church (pictured below)
brought even greater amazement. Mike said: “It was a very lively service with
lots of different choirs. Towards the end, they blessed us lavishly with gifts.
We were given sacks of beans and potatoes, along with a live chicken and
even cash. Out of their poverty they sacrificially gave to us - it was incredibly
moving”. Let’s give thanks to God for the love and generosity shown by our
brothers and sisters in Christ in Mozambique. Please pray that we are able to
distribute more Bibles in places like this, where believers struggle to get
access to God’s Word.
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Farewell Mike

As outgoing Mission Director Mike Beresford’s time with zm draws to a close,
the trustees have recorded their thanks to Mike; an extract is below:

“We want to place on record our recognition that over the past 12 years,
you have poured your life into the role of Mission Director. Your labours for
our Lord have been a wonderful blessing to the people of Malawi, north
Mozambique and also here in the UK. Each of our lives has also been
enriched by the fellowship we have shared together. May God continue to
bless you as you step into a new sphere of His service.”

After a special gathering of the zm family in June to celebrate Mike’s time with
the mission, he wrote:

“My time as Mission Director has not always been an easy one, but | have
always known God's presence and strength with me as | have served. My
work would not have been possible without the unstinting support of our
staff, volunteers and supporters, as well as the trustees and Executive
Committee. | am now looking forward to stepping down in August and
turning my attention to seeking the Lord's will for my future ministry.”

The full text of the trustees’ statement and Mike’s response, together with a
photo of him wearing one of his gifts, can be found on our website.

Mike Beresford leading a children’s talk at Kwalala Primary School earlier this year
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Latest news

e Simon Chikwana returned to work in June after receiving further treatment
in India. We are very thankful for his continued ability to work despite his
ongoing health concerns. Thank you to everyone who has prayed for him
and his wife Edna while they were away.

e In June Malawi’s Vice-President Saulos Chilima was tragically killed along
with nine other passengers in a plane crash in northern Malawi. There was
some tension afterwards, since he had announced his intention to stand
against current President Lazarus Chakwera in 2025’s presidential
elections. Dr Michael Usi has been sworn in as the new Vice President.
Please pray that Malawi would know continued peace.

e The mission has recently said farewell to two faithful servants of Christ.
Pastor Mercy Mkwezalamba (pictured below) died in May. She led the
wives’ course at the Evangelical Bible College of Malawi for many years. As
a pastor’s wife herself she saw the importance of preparing women for
gospel ministry alongside their husbands. It had a transformational impact
on many of the women who attended. The mission’s former trustee and
Chair of the Executive Committee Heber Martin also died in May. Heber
and his late wife Elsie had been heavily involved in the mission for over 40
years before he stepped down in 2006. Their charity the Farthing Trust
helped many children in Malawi to receive education. You can read
tributes to Mercy and Heber on our website. Please pray that the Lord
would grant comfort and peace to their families.
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Contact us:

Office/Administrator office@zambesimission.org
Ritchie Dealtry zm, York Baptist Church, Priory Street, York, YO1 6EX
01904 674748
Office Manager c.0’connell@zambesimission.org
Clare O’Connell (address as office)
01904 674748
Mission Director m.mccabe@zambesimission.org
Mike McCabe (address as office)
07354 260204
Mission Director (outgoing) m.beresford@zambesimission.org
Mike Beresford (address as office)
01904 634288

Honorary Representatives

South England p.curtis@zambesimission.org
Philip Curtis Heather View, Ogdens, Fordingbridge, Hampshire, SP6 2PZ
07791 874783
East Anglia Contact the office for details
CFCM Specialist r.macbean@zambesimission.org
Ruth MacBean 15 The Bury, Pavenham, Bedford, MK43 7PX
01234 828859
Scotland j.steel@zambesimission.org
Johana Steel 2 Rozelle Avenue, Newton Mearns, Glasgow, G77 6YS.
01416 394698
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For mailing purposes we hold your name and address on our computer. They will not
be given to any other person or organisation. Please contact the office if you would like
to stop receiving this, or any other, publication from zambesi mission.

zm is a charity registered in England and Wales (1165004) and Scotland (SCO46748)



