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Helping churches to support their pastors 
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...to our new look Update.  The aim is to provide more information about the 

mission’s transforming work in Malawi and northern Mozambique.  We intend 

to focus on the men, women and children that God touches through zm and 

our partners’ work.  We would love to hear your feedback on this new edition.   

At the outset, we want to thank you for your faithful, prayerful and generous 

support for zm and our partners. 

Welcome... 

The cover photo shows Synoden Mulamba with his wife Eneless and daughter 

Sheila.  Synoden is pastor of Mulanje Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC) in 

eastern Malawi.  Behind them is their modest pastor’s house, which is being 

renovated thanks to their pig farming project.   

Malawi is the third poorest country in the world.  Many churches struggle to 

provide adequate support for their pastor, who can receive as little as £5 per 

month.  zm’s aim is always to lend a helping hand, rather than give a handout.  

So zm encouraged Pastor Synoden and his church to consider how they could 

increase their income - and the pig farming project was born. 

The project has proved to be a big success: Synoden tells us that “last year 

the church raised £300 by selling six pigs”.  Thank you for helping zm to 

support Synoden and his church as they serve their community.  Please pray 

that we would be able to help more churches like Mulanje ZEC. 



Supporting churchplanting: Mangochi District  

The need for gospel outreach in Malawi remains urgent.  In some areas 

Christians are outnumbered by those of other faiths, particularly Islam; 

and very unbiblical cultural practices remain common.  Close to the 

Mozambican border, Bwanali village in Mangochi District is a typical 

example.  Pastor Mvula Mvula, leader of the River of Life Evangelical 

Church (RoLEC), one of zm’s partners, told us that “Bwanali has many 

plural marriages.  Also, many school age girls have been married and 

then left with children, as the man has sought another wife“.  Pastor 

Mvula Mvula and his leadership team are committed to reaching out 

with the gospel by planting a new church every year in places like this.   

In October, nine believers from RoLEC churches camped in Bwanali. 

They studied the Bible together in the morning and then split up and 

visited people’s homes, doing door to door evangelism.  Each group 

reported that at least three people had accepted the Lord every day.   

Every evening the outreach group showed the Jesus film, which was 

followed by preaching.  Over 50 people were counselled each night.  At 

the end of the week, they were thrilled to see many people attending 

the improvised church, constructed of wood poles and plastic sheeting.  

zm is supporting Akim Mtayamanja as a churchplanting pastor in 

Bwanali to disciple the new believers.  Thank you to everyone who has 

supported churchplanters over the years and for the amazing way that 

these workers are able to impact lives for God.

Partner focus  



Deforestation in Malawi and Mozambique is a serious issue.  It is estimated 

that Malawi is losing its natural forests at a rate of over 90,000 acres per 

year, largely for charcoal production.  Rural populations there have few 

alternatives to wood or charcoal for cooking.   But deforestation causes a host 

of long-term serious issues: flash flooding as water runs off the bare hillsides; 

increased water runoff also washes topsoil away and reduces the fertility of 

the soil; and subsequent silt loading in the rivers reduces fish stocks.  All this 

severely impacts food supplies and people’s livelihoods.   

In order to mitigate against the harmful impact of deforestation, zm’s Field 

Director Simon Chikwana has established a tree nursery project in Blantyre.  

He is working with Mr Chirombo (pictured right).  Not only is Mr Chirombo a 

local government agricultural officer who specialises in tree cultivation, but he 

is also a Zambezi Evangelical Church elder (ZEC).    

Mr Chirombo collected thousands of seeds from four indigenous hardwood 

tree species.  Helped by the staff at zm’s office, 7,000 seeds were planted, of 

which over 80% have germinated.  These seedlings will be sold at a nominal 

cost to zm’s partners, so that they can plant them around their churches.  

Next we plan to help our partners establish their own similar schemes.  Please 

pray that these trees will not only protect the countryside but also be an 

example to everyone in each community of God’s care and provision.    

From small seeds…  zm’s seedling project 

Project focus 



Genesis 1: 12  

“The land produced vegetation...  

...and God saw that it was 

good.” 

 

Project focus 



Australian former zm missionary John Simons was ‘promoted to glory’ just 

before Christmas.  John’s life was summed up in his testimony in zm’s 

newsletter soon after his arrival in Malawi in 1960.  He said: “First of all I 

would like to say that I love the Lord Jesus with all my heart”.  Early on, he met 

fellow zm missionary Gladys Ravenscroft and they were married at Mitsidi in 

1962.  Their children Jennifer and twins Gillian and Stephen were born whilst 

they were serving in Malawi.  They returned to Australia in 1978.     

One of John’s key roles in Malawi was to build up and encourage local pastors 

and their churches.  But John was also a very practical man: mending the 

mission’s vehicles, overseeing church construction and implementing major 

projects such as the relocation of the mission’s headquarters to ‘New Mitsidi’.  

He loved not only applying the simple truths he learnt from the Bible in his 

own life, but also passing them on to benefit and enrich others’ lives. 

 

People 

John Oswald Simons - 1932 - 2018 

Zione Majiga - 1978 - 2018 

Zione Majiga, zm’s former 

administrator in Malawi, went to be 

with the Lord at the end of December.   

She worked for the mission in Blantyre 

between 2000 and 2011, when she 

left to study accountancy at university.   

Former zm’s missionaries Abraham 

and Ruth Folayan wrote that “her 

place in the work of zambesi mission 

in Malawi can not be easily forgotten 

and we remember her devoted and 

upright service.  She served with 

humility, competence and maturity 

and was very faithful”.  zm’s former 

Mission Director Jim Hasnip said 

“above all she proved herself totally 

reliable and faithful - not only in relation to zm - but also as a follower of her 

Lord Jesus Christ”.  Please pray for her husband Shadreck and five children 

aged between fourteen and three years old.   



Latest news 

It is very unusual for me to write two tributes in the same edition of Update.  

We give thanks to God for both Zione and John’s lives.  Both served God 

through their work for zm to the best of their abilities.  Yet (to paraphrase the 

old hymn) time, like an ever-rolling stream bears all its servants away.  I am 

reminded of the chain of witness to Jesus Christ in Malawi and Mozambique: 

that started in the late 19th century and continues today.  “From everlasting to 

everlasting the Lord’s love is with those that fear Him” (Psalm 103: 17). 

Mike’s sign off... 

John Simons with ZEC leaders at ‘New Mitsidi’ in the 1970’s 

 Our staff in the Malawi office faced a difficult end to 2018.  We have 

written opposite about the loss of former staff member Zione Majiga.  

Projects Officer Rose Chirwa’s mother has been seriously ill in Zambia.   

Mercy Carlos, zm’s Field Administrator is expecting her third child in April, 

but faced difficulties in the first months of her pregnancy.  

 After serving as UK Development Manager for over ten years, Dave Brown 

will be retiring at the end of March.  We give thanks to God for Dave’s 

faithful and godly service to the mission.  Dave is considering how he might 

be involved with zm as a volunteer in the future.   

 We are currently revising the UK staff structure.  As part of this process we 

are recruiting a new part-time Administrator in our York office.   

 We were delighted to welcome EBCoM’s Academic Dean Robert Yanduya to 

the UK in January.  There will be a full report in the next edition of Update. 

Latest news 



John Oswald Simons - 1932 - 2018 
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