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Training Sunday school teachers

Children for Christ Ministry (CFCM) is one of zambesi mission’s five partners in
Malawi. They share the gospel with boys and girls through the Bible clubs that
they run. They also train Sunday school teachers to tell children the good
news about Jesus. CFCM'’s passion for their work regularly takes them to
remote places. Some of the Sunday school teachers that they train have 100
children in their classes! So CFCM'’s staff feel that it is worth every bit of
effort. They often hear the comment from teachers, "we have never heard this
before, we did not realize we could explain the Gospel to children"!

The other distinctive aspect about CFCM is that they are so focussed on
teaching children from God's Word - and using the Bible to make the Gospel
message clear to them. The cover photo shows a Sunday school teacher
attending CFCM'’s training in the remote town of Mchinji on Malawi’s western
border with Zambia. It encapsulates the commitment that these teachers
show. They are so keen to bring the Gospel to life for those that they teach
every Sunday. They really want Jesus to transform children’s lives.

The training at Mchinji offered a good opportunity for two of CFCM’s new
volunteer trainers to help with the programme. They were found to be
excellent communicators. This is a positive sign, that encouraged CFCM in
their aim to train more Sunday school teachers through multiplying their pool
of qualified volunteer trainers. Thank you to everyone who supports CFCM’s
work, through your one-off or regular donations or through the Gift Scheme.
You are helping many children come to salvation in Christ.

Sunday school teachers at Mchinji study God’s Word as part of CFCM’s training

Cover story




“| promise to make Christ known to all”

The Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC), one of zm’s key partners, sees
its health ministry in Malawi as a vital part of their mission outreach.
They have health centres at Ntonda, Matanda, Mitsidi, Muluma and
Nthorowa. The Christian character of the men and women who work
there is crucial - they are ambassadors for Christ. The photo above
shows (left to right) Catherine Muyande, Madalo Malinda and Khumbo
Kaliya. Each has recently completed their three year training course to
qualify as a nurse. They are now serving in ZEC’s health centres.

ZEC’s health facilities don’t need day to day support from zm. However,
back in 2014, zm agreed to help ZEC to develop new younger staff to
breathe new life into each health centre. Catherine, Madalo and
Khumbo were amongst the first to benefit from this programme. They
asked us to pass on their thanks to all zm’s supporters who assisted
them. Madalo told us: “Your support has helped me reach my dream of
becoming a qualified nurse. This has been my passion since | started
working as a healthcare assistant. Thank you again for your generosity -
| promise to work very hard and give best and quality services to the
community, at the same time making Christ known to all”. Give thanks
that Catherine, Madalo and Khumbo have now qualified as nurses and
pray for all the staff at ZEC’s health centres as they provide first class
healthcare and make Christ known to all.
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Caring for those in great need

zm supports vulnerable children at three of ZEC's Orphan Daycare Centres
(ODCs). These were established in response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic which
caused severe loss of life in the 1980’s and 90’s. Thankfully, far fewer
children are orphans today. But every child cared for at the ODCs is in great
need as a result of extreme poverty. They receive Bible classes at the ODC
and are provided with a nutritious lunch: the photo opposite shows volunteer
cook Ruth Nyalapa preparing nsima at Chifunga. The children also receive
school uniforms and school fees when they attend secondary school.

One important aspect of zm’s approach is to avoid unhelpful dependency,
asking, “what if zm dies in the night?” This led to maize mill projects at
Chifunga and Nthorowa. As we go to press, the mill at Nthorowa (see photo
below) is undergoing final testing; we pray that the Chifunga mill will follow
shortly. ZEC will use the mills to grind maize in return for a small payment and
thereby generate their own income, which will be used to fund the ongoing
work of the ODCs. We are very thankful for support from the States of
Guernsey who contributed £22,000 towards the project. Please pray for the
completion of these projects and for their future successful operation.
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“Give us today

our daily

: bread...”
v Matthew
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Sharing God’s mission with His Church

In the last edition of Update we mentioned the appointment of Philip Curtis as
the mission’s Honorary Representative for South England. Philip and his wife
Ann are members of Alderholt Chapel in Dorset, a church that has a long
standing connection with zm. It supported Robert Yanduya when he was a
young student at EBCoM: now Robert is a highly qualified lecturer at the
college, where his wife Ellen also teaches on the wives’ course. Some years
ago Philip and Ann had planned to take on a mission role overseas, but
circumstances dictated otherwise. Philip had recently sensed a call to get
more involved with zm, which was confirmed for him when Robert Yanduya
visited and preached at Alderholt Chapel last January. Philip went out to
Malawi and Mozambique in the autumn. He said “I have really felt God calling
me to step out of my comfort zone. The furthest | had travelled to previously
was to Jersey! The visit was such an incredible opportunity. | didn't know
what to expect when we arrived at a church in Mozambique and were met by a
large and lively choir, but it parted as | slowly drove towards them; praying with
a mother for her newborn baby was another very special moment”.

Please remember Philip in your prayers as he starts visiting churches in South
England. He will be representing the Living God, whose mission was to send
His Son into this world to save sinners and build them into His Church.

Honorary Representative Philip Curtis with EBCoM lecturers Robert and Ellen Yanduya




Latest news

e We are now in what is known by many in Malawi as the hunger season.
The crops harvested last Spring are running out or have gone completely.
People wait, praying and hoping that this year’s crops will yield a good
harvest. The rains in Malawi and northern Mozambique started in
November. These are often accompanied by high winds and can result in
flash flooding. Two ZEC churches (Dyanyama and Njidza) had their roofs
blown off. Despite such localised devastation, the rainfall overall has been
fairly good. Please pray that steady rains would continue until the harvest
has been safely gathered in, so that a disaster would be averted.

e zm is sponsoring 47 students at EBCoM this academic year, including
three on the degree course. We give thanks to God for every supporter
who faithfully donates so that these students are taught how to be godly.

Mike’s sign off...

When returning from visiting Malawi and Mozambique, | find myself giving
thanks for everything we have here. We take so much for granted. We need
to develop an ‘attitude of gratitude’. EBCoM'’s Principal Robert Masikamu
shared his prayer items recently. His first was one of thankfulness to God for
keeping all of EBCoM'’s students and staff alive up to 2020. Despite the
challenges they face, our African partners can often teach us so much -
especially how to “be joyful in hope, patient in affliction and faithful in prayer”.

Children lead worship with Joseph Jeke at CFCM’s Bible club at Chitakale Primary School
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