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Cover story 

Our cover photo (courtesy of Tim Lawrence) shows a grandmother caring for a 

newborn baby at the Zambezi Evangelical Churchõs Nthorowa Health Centre.   

The babyõs mother, filled with joy, watches on from the background.  ZEC runs 

five health centres like this in Malawi.  Nthorowa is in a remote part of eastern 

Malawi near Liwonde; Ntonda, Muluma and Matanda are clustered around 

Ntcheu in central Malawi.  The fifth centre is at Mitsidi on the outskirts of 

Blantyre.  They all cover large rural catchment areas, with Nthorowa serving a 

community of over 14,000 people, most of whom are Muslims.   

Facilities like these have been crucial to Malawiõs recent health progress.  

40% of all healthcare services in Malawi are provided by churches like ZEC.  

Between 1990 and 2020 under-five infant mortality declined from 246 to 39 

deaths per 1,000 live births.  Similarly, between 1990 and 2017, maternal 

mortality dropped from 1,100 to 349 deaths per 100,000 live births.  zm 

supports ZECõs healthcare through training new workers and funding both 

short and long-term projects as the need arises and as our finances allow.  

ZECõs healthcare work is a vital part of its mission outreach.  Will you please 

pray for ZEC as it provides high quality healthcare in their communities?  Pray 

also for their healthcare staff.  They are all ambassadors for Christ. 

òWe are serving over 14,000 people in our communityó 

Staff workers at ZECõs Matanda Health Centre in central Malawi  



Project focus 

óThis has come as a result of what zm didó 

Pastor James Baisson Phiri, General Secretary of ZEC in Malawi, told us: 

òWe want Christians to have their own financial resourcesó.  Before 

COVID disrupted everything, ZEC had received equipment and packs of 

tools from zm.  Ranging from sewing machines to carpentry toolkits, 

these had been sourced from Tools with a Mission and shipped out by 

zm to Malawi.  ZEC has used these tools to establish a new vocational 

training school at Mitsidi.  James Baisson explained: òzm and ZECõs 

founder Joseph Booth saw how important it was for believers to have 

practical skills, so that the church can be self-sustaining.  This is why we 

have named this facility the Joseph Booth Technical College or JOBTEC.ó    

JOBTEC runs year-long training courses in clothing design and tailoring, 

welding and fabrication, carpentry, bricklaying and electrical installation.  

The aim is that each student will receive their own toolkit on completion 

of the course and be encouraged to start their own business.  ZEC is 

working towards accreditation by the Technical, Entrepreneurial and 

Vocational Education and Training authority (TEVET) in Malawi.  The 

photo above shows JOBTECõs Principal Mr Peterson with tailoring 

instructor Mr Bisket.  Please will you pray for the students as they learn 

new skills which will help the church to be self-sustaining in future.  

Perhaps you might also wish to provide a student with the equipment 

they need to start their own business after they graduate?



Partner focus  

òBe shepherds of Godõs flock that is 

under your care, watching over themó 

(1 Peter 5: 2) 



zm has been supporting Pastor Dines Chitekwe and his wife Martha from the 

River of Life Evangelical Church at Mbululu since 2018.  As RoLECõs church 

development pastor he has been tasked with reviving the spiritual condition of 

the church there.  zmõs four year funding period comes to an end in March, so 

Mission Director Mike Beresford went with Field Director Simon Chikwana and 

RoLECõs former leader Pastor Mvula Mvula to visit Dines and Martha to see 

how they were getting on.  It was a long journey and, as they neared Mbululu, 

they saw a crowd sitting in the shade outside the church.  Mike explains: òI 

had expected to see only Dines and Martha.  But it seemed that many of the 

congregation decided to come along to greet us - and on a Saturday as well!ó   

The believers at Mbululu RoLEC are facing many challenges: in 2022 flooding 

badly affected their crops, so that right now they are experiencing real hunger 

(njala in Chichewa).  Dines and Martha are very apprehensive about this.  But 

they also shared another concern about the church saying: òOn Sunday our 

church building will be full to overflowing.  We want to increase its size.ó  God 

has certainly been blessing their ministry.  Today Mbululu RoLEC has 488 

members.  Letõs give thanks to God for Dines and Martha Chitekweõs ministry 

at Mbululu.  Please pray that the Lord would sustain them when zmõs financial 

support comes to an end in March.    

Reviving the spiritual condition of the church 

The congregation at Mbululu RoLEC gathered together to greet their midweek visitors 

Partner focus  



A good year at the Evangelical Bible College of Malawi 

In 2022 zm sponsored 88 EBCoM students to be trained for gospel ministry 

Gift Mphongolo, EBCoMõs Principal, reflected with gratitude on last year, 

saying: ò2022 was a good year.  We had 164 students and, although this was 

below our target, it meant that our cash flow was healthy.  We had the good 

challenge of finding enough accommodation to house all the students.  We 

had to construct more bunk bedsó.  The college is now gearing up for its next 

inspection by the Malawi National Council for Higher Education (NCHE).  

Principal Mphongolo knows that NCHE want to see a higher ratio of 

permanent teaching staff compared to hourly-paid sessional lecturers.  But 

taking on more faculty staff will increase the collegeõs overheads and impact 

its finances.  Rapidly rising costs in Malawi are among the warning signs that 

indicate that 2023 will be a much tougher year for EBCoM.  Gift Mphongolo 

already knows that student numbers will be significantly lower compared to 

2022, which will have a knock-on effect on the collegeõs income.   

As EBCoM enters a new academic year with this uncertainty, its leadership is 

also seeking Godõs will as they develop the collegeõs latest strategic plan.  

There are two key questions that need to be addressed: firstly, is EBCoM 

meeting the ministry needs of todayõs church in southern Africa?  Secondly, 

how can the national churches that co-own EBCoM contribute more 

wholeheartedly to its day-to-day operation, so that it can be more sustainable?  

Will you please pray for Gift Mphongolo and for EBCoMõs Council, including 

zmõs Field Director Simon Chikwana, as they wrestle in prayer about these 

issues. 

Partner focus  



Latest news 

Chifungaõs maize mill has been inoperable since its transformer burnt out in September 

Latest news 

�x�� Malawi is currently experiencing a severe cholera outbreak.  At the end of 

2022 this waterborne disease had claimed 620 lives across the country.  

With over 800 people being treated in specialist centres, the government 

took the decision to delay the start of the new school term.  An anti-cholera 

vaccination campaign has now reached 70% of the 2.9 million people who 

are at greatest risk.  The outbreak has affected Nthorowa Health Centre 

where three patients are being treated.  Please pray that ZEC would have 

sufficient medicine and equipment to treat these and any future cholera 

patients and that this dreadful outbreak would be brought to an end.    

�x�� The income generating maize mill at Chifunga has been out of action since 

September when a fire destroyed its high voltage supply transformer.  The 

national utility company ESCOM have said that there are no transformers 

available in Malawi to replace it.  Will you please pray that, through some 

miracle, a new transformer may be delivered and installed so that ZEC can 

care for the children at the ODC themselves once again.     

�x�� Although the rains started in December in all parts of Malawi and northern 

Mozambique, the distribution has been erratic and levels of rainfall overall 

have been below normal.  Please continue to pray for consistent rains until 

the end of the growing season, so that a good harvest may be gathered in.  

�x�� We are very grateful to every supporter and supporting church who gave 

through zmõs Gift Scheme last year.  475 different items amounting to over 

£8,000 were donated.  These gifts will transform many lives.  Thank you! 


