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“He has filled the hungry with good things” (Luke 1: 53)

Our cover photo shows Pastor Enock Mang’anya carrying a precious bag of
maize into his home. He is pastor of Maliya Zambezi Evangelical Church in
Malawi. Enock is one of about 300 pastors, retired pastors and widows who
received similar support in December. Although Maliya is not far from Blantyre
as the crow flies, it takes about an hour to get there via a very rough track.

It is a difficult time for Enock and other pastors like him who are based in rural
areas. These are known as the ‘hunger months’, when the population has
used most or all of their food and yet any crops they may have are not yet ripe.
There will be no harvest for at least two months. People survive on whatever
they can glean. If the congregation is hungry, then they struggle to support
their pastor. But Enock is a very determined man. In 2013 he was studying at
the Zambezi College of Ministry (ZACOM) when ZEC made the difficult decision
to close it. Along with a few others, he stayed at the empty college for months,
until a decision was made to allow them to complete their courses at the
Evangelical Bible College of Malawi. When Enock graduated he and his family
moved to Chitipa in the far north of Malawi, where he was a churchplanting
pastor. Despite the many challenges they faced in that remote place, he
never gave up. Let’s give thanks thatzm has been able to support pastors like
Enock with small amounts of food to help them through these hunger months.
Let’s also ask God to sustain Enock and his family in their gospel ministry.

Enock with his wife Esther and two of their children, daughter Tadala and son Joshua.
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Zikomo!

We would like to say a huge thank you (zikomo) to everyone who
participated in zm’s Gift Scheme last year. Our supporters have blessed
so many others with life-changing gifts. Throughout the year, nearly 500
gifts of ten different types have been given. The total value of these
exceeded £10,000. Tuweje Kambalame (pictured above) is a member
of Thambani Zambezi Evangelical Church in western Malawi. The goat
that she was given in 2017 has multiplied many times over and brought
her and her husband a regular income stream. She proudly showed us
a new kid that had recently been born. In 2023 our supporters gave 70
goats through the Gift Scheme, so that many others like Tuweje can
benefit in the same way.

153 people will now be able to read their own Bible. 36 new beehives
will provide income for churches. 23 Sunday school teachers will be
trained by Children for Christ Ministry. The new gifts that were added to
the scheme just before Christmas also proved popular. Despite being
relatively costly, 31 pastors were provided with bags of maize and 15
with a pastor’s library on a tablet. Our brothers and sisters in Christ will
benefit so much from these gifts.

In Tuweje’s words: “Your gifts have helped us in so many ways. Thank
you! May the Lord bless you!”
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This has come at a good time!

This year few farmers in Malawi or northern Mozambique have been able to
afford the cost of fertiliser for their crops. But without it their harvest will be
poor, even if the rains are good. This challenge led zm to organise a training
day on compost making at Crown Ministries’ farm near Blantyre. This was
followed up a few days later by a separate bee-keeping training workshop.

The aim was to provide our partners with some tools to help them to become
increasingly self-sustaining. They learnt how to make and apply compost in
the right way, to conserve and enhance soil fertility. In the bee-keeping
workshop, the attendees learnt how to build, colonise and maintain beehives.
They also learnt how to harvest honey properly to maximize its income
generating potential.

The feedback from the two courses was very positive: Matthew Chikaoneka
from ZEC said that he would organise compost making training for church
members straight away; Labson Sitima from Ntonda ZEC said: “this has
opened our eyes - we have learnt better ways of making honey”. We were also
delighted to hear that, just a few weeks later, CFCM’s volunteers had put their
training into practice and made some beehives. Let’'s pray that these
sessions would help our partners to become more and more self-sufficient.

Sandikonda Yohane (left) and Mvula Mvula prepare to apply their mugs of compost
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“See | am doing a new thing!” A time of change at zm

As we go to press, the mission is in the closing stages of selecting a new
Mission Director to replace Mike Beresford who retires in August. The plan is
for the new director to start in April, to facilitate a four month handover with
Mike. We hope to make an announcement via our website as soon as the
new Mission Director has been appointed. There will also be an article about
them in the next edition of Update. The extended overlap between new and
old directors will allow them to travel to Malawi together to meet our staff and
partners there.

zm’s transition in leadership is not the only change that is afoot. Indeed the
advertisement for the new Mission Director began: "Will you lead us in a
process of deepening the involvement of Malawian believers in the priorities
and operation of zambesi mission?" The workshop Project Possible led last
autumn with the mission and our partners focused on new ways of working in
partnership that will foster long term sustainability. This springzm is
establishing a Malawi Advisory Council to be chaired by our Field Director. It
will consist of representatives from each of our partners working alongside
other godly and gifted Malawians to guide the mission’s priorities and
strategy. We ask for your prayers forzm and our partners as we enter this
period of significant change. We pray that, at all times, we would fix our eyes
on Jesus and seek His will.

zm'’s Gift Scheme will help CFCM to train more Sunday school teachers at seminars like
the one shown below at Mangochi last November.
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Latest news

e We are saddened to announce the death on Boxing Day of our former
Honorary Representative Tom Jardine after a lengthy illness. Tom was a
faithful brother in the Lord who connected excellently with believers in
Malawi as well as in the local churches he visited along the south coast.
Tom was Cumbrian born and bred, but after over a decade working in
insurance sales he joined London City Mission. During these years he felt
a growing call into pastoral ministry and then served as an ordained
minister in the Church of England for over 20 years. His connection with
the mission arose when he was invited to take a sabbatical. He had met
zm'’s former mission worker Abraham Folayan in the UK, who inspired him
to spend three months in Malawi. On retirement Tom applied to serve as a
volunteer for zm and served faithfully for over five years. His patient and
gracious ministry was very much appreciated, both in zm and in the
churches that he visited. Please remember his wife Ann and their children
Paul and Julia and their wider family in your prayers.

e Pastor Winston Chidzambuyo (shown below left in 2013 with elder Andrew
Jeputa) died in November. He played a crucial leadership role as acting
Chair for ZEC, stabilising it during a turbulent period. He was also
committed to theological education and served as Principal of the
Evangelical Bible College of Malawi. He had a broader concern about the
most vulnerable in society and was Chair of Trustees for Torch Trust for the
Blind in Malawi. We join with the church in Malawi in praying for his friends
and family as they mourn, that they would know God’s peace and comfort.
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