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Cover story 

Devastating storms and flooding  

Our front cover shows Friday Kamwendo standing in front of his badly 

damaged home.  Friday is pastor of Nanluka Zambezi Evangelical Church 

(ZEC) in southern Malawi.  Four days of incessant torrential rain caused 

widespread flooding over the weekend of 9th/10th March.   Less than a week 

later, Tropical Cyclone Idai made landfall on the coast near Beira: it left a grim 

trail of destruction in Mozambique and Zimbabwe.  56 lives were lost in 

Malawi.  The Government of Malawi estimated that over 80,000 people have 

been displaced.  In Mozambique nearly 600 people were killed and about 

200,000 houses destroyed.  Many homes and churches in Malawi and 

Mozambique were severely damaged - like Pastor Kamwendo’s or even worse.    

zm’s partners don’t have a ministry presence in the worst affected parts of 

Mozambique.  Even so, the General Secretary of ZEC Mozambique James 

Hamilton told us that eight of their churches in the north had collapsed.   

zm’s Field Director Simon Chikwana is coordinating the mission’s relief 

operation amongst our church partners.  The mission is helping those in need 

with food, kitchen utensils, plastic sheeting (for temporary shelters), soap, 

clothes and blankets.  We will have to wait and see what the impact on this 

year’s maize harvest will be.  But it seems probable that the impact of these 

storms will be felt by our brothers and sisters in Christ for months to come.  

Thank you to everyone who has already given to support the mission's relief 

efforts, as we seek to help the most vulnerable in our partners' churches.  

One of the members of Ndokota ZEC looks out from her shattered house 



The Evangelical Bible College of Malawi (EBCoM) 

The visit of Pastor Robert Yanduya, EBCoM’s former Academic Dean, 

was a great opportunity to hear at first hand why the Bible college is so 

important.  Robert is studying in the Netherlands; so he could easily get 

over to the UK to visit zm supporting churches.  Robert stressed the very 

limited access that believers have to the Word of God in Malawi and 

northern Mozambique.  He said: “this makes both pastors and 

congregations susceptible to false teaching.  The college prepares men 

and women of God to be able to teach the Bible faithfully.”  

Robert himself studied at EBCoM over ten years ago.  One of the 

highlights of his visit to the UK in January was preaching at the church 

that sponsored his own training at EBCoM.  He told us: “it was a really 

big encouragement to attend the church that supported me.  They saw 

my coming as a great testimony of the way God used their church to 

prepare someone they never knew for the work of ministry.  Seeing me 

preaching in their church brought the sense that their labour in the Lord 

was not in vain.  They appreciated the fact that they were able to be 

blessed by someone they supported a long time ago”.  

Thank you to all the churches and individuals who donate to support  

students like Robert at EBCoM.  Who knows what the Lord may choose 

to do in the future through the man or woman that you are sponsoring 

at EBCoM today.

Partner focus  



The earliest zm missionaries delivered first class healthcare in parallel with 

the preaching of the gospel.  zm partners with the Zambezi Evangelical Church 

(ZEC) to help support their missional healthcare today.  ZEC has five health 

centres in Malawi: at Mitsidi, Matanda, Ntonda, Nthorowa and Muluma.   

zm supports ZEC’s healthcare services in two ways: firstly, zm funds the 

construction of healthcare facilities such as the new health centre and 

recently built staff houses at Muluma.  The mission also supports the training 

of medical staff.  Felistone Kapenuka (pictured right and below) served as a 

Patient Attendant  at Nthorowa health centre for six years.  But he was 

determined not to remain in the same role for the rest of his life.  He 

completed his secondary school exams in 2013 whilst working full-time.  zm 

then supported him to study on a three year Certificate in Clinical Medicine 

course at Malumulo College of Health Sciences.  After successfully completing 

his training he qualified as a Medical Assistant.  Today Felistone diagnoses 

and treats patients at Nthorowa.  He told us: “they come here because they 

receive the love of Christ”.  He expressed his thanks to zm’s supporters: 

“thank you for your help, may the good Lord Jesus Christ bless you.  I promise 

to return the good you invested in me.” 

Receiving the love of Christ 

Project focus 



“They come here because they 

receive the love of Christ.” 
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People 

Frank Mikondo  

Frank Mikondo has just been appointed as Sunday School Coordinator for the 

Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC).  The remarkable story of Frank’s journey of 

faith brings together three of zm’s partners in Malawi.  The photo below shows 

Frank (right) with his father and mother.  Frank’s father is pastor of Matiki ZEC 

in norther Malawi.  As a boy, Frank wanted to follow in his father’s footsteps.  

He committed his life to the Lord when he was 15.  God’s call into ministry grew 

stronger as he progressed through Secondary School.  

Frank started studying on the Diploma in Christian Ministry course at the 

Evangelical Bible College of Malawi (EBCoM) in 2014.  He spent three amazing  

years at EBCoM learning how to preach and teach others from God’s Word.  He 

also really grew in his faith and knowledge of the Lord in this time.  Frank gave 

thanks for his sponsor’s support through zm: “I give thanks to God: there was 

no way my family could have afforded to give me such an education”.   

Frank was inspired by the Children for Christ Ministry (CFCM) workers who 

regularly visited EBCoM.  He remembered their impact, “I had been a Sunday 

School teacher for several years, but CFCM showed me there had been 

something missing in my teaching”.  Now Frank has the opportunity to inspire 

others through his role in ZEC.  He told us: “My vision for ZEC is to have Sunday 

school teachers who are truly called of God, fully trained and equipped in how 

to teach children appropriately and lead children to Christ”.  Thank you to all 

our supporters who give and pray to support the vital work of EBCoM and CFCM. 



Latest news 

Paul encouraged the Thessalonian church to “be joyful always; pray 

continually; give thanks in all circumstances”.   Sometimes this can be easier 

said than done.  But we are so thankful for the mission’s supporters - for your 

faithful and compassionate response to the recent floods; but also for your 

concern that the Gospel should continue to be made known.  Please keep on 

praying for our brothers and sisters in Christ who face so many challenges. 

Mike’s sign off... 

Temporary repairs - a ZEC member outside their home in Chiradzulu District 

 Malawi holds local, national and presidential elections on Tuesday 21st 

May.  Please pray for wisdom for voters and for a safe and fair process.  

Pray also for God’s will to be done in the selection of the nation’s leaders. 

 zm has been helping ZEC’s three orphan daycare centres to become self-

supporting.  We were delighted to receive a grant from Guernsey Overseas 

Aid for a project known as “Tender Shoots” at Nthorowa and Chifunga.  

This will fund rice and maize milling machines which will produce a regular 

source of income.   This will give ZEC the tools they need to care for the 

vulnerable children in their communities. 

 We are delighted to announce the appointment of Ritchie Dealtry as zm’s 

new Administrator.   Ritchie reports to Charlotte Dunning who has now 

become our Office Manager.  Both Ritchie and Charlotte work two days a 

week.   

Latest news 
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