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Cover story 

On Sunday 12th March Cyclone Freddy made landfall for its second time, 

bringing up to 500mm of rain in its wake.  It passed through Mozambique and 

into Malawi with devastating consequences.  The unrelenting heavy rainfall 

caused severe flash flooding and landslides on sloping ground.  Our cover 

photo and the photo opposite (courtesy of Tim Lawrence) show only mud 

where once there were many homes.  Ten members of one family from 

Chilobwe Zambezi Evangelical Church in Blantyre were tragically swept away 

when a torrent engulfed the house that they were sleeping in.  One of the first 

eye witnesses shared a heart-rending video that showed the horrific aftermath 

of a deadly mudslide from the slopes of Mount Soche in Blantyre.  He said: 

“Over 400 houses have been buried.  Our relatives are buried under here.  We 

plead for rescuers to come and assist us.  Please come quickly”.  Search and 

rescue teams arrived rapidly and searched frantically for survivors.  But for 

many people it was already too late.   

Cyclone Freddy comes just one year after Storms Ana and Dumako were 

followed in quick succession by Cyclone Gombe.  In 2019 Cyclone Idai 

wreaked destruction on a massive scale in Mozambique, Zimbabwe and 

Malawi.  In the past these storms were confined to the Indian Ocean and 

rarely made landfall.  But, in recent years, they have been encroaching more 

frequently and destructively into the African continent.  Poverty is also a 

factor.  All the hills around Blantyre were once covered with trees, but now 

their slopes are bare.  Every tree has been cut down for firewood.  But how 

else can Malawi’s people cook?  Electricity is unreliable and unaffordable.   

The price of land for housing has forced people into increasingly precarious 

locations which exposes them to natural disasters.  The changing patterns of 

weather coupled with poverty in Malawi bring so many challenges to the 

churches that zm partners with.  The little that people have is taken from 

them as their homes, possessions and even loved ones are swept away.  At 

this time of year people had been thinking about harvesting the crops that 

they need to survive.  But in many cases all will be lost.  People will now be 

wondering how they will be able to feed their families in the coming year.   

All zm can do is ask our supporters to pray and give.  Please stand alongside 

our brothers and sisters in Christ in prayer.  If you would like to donate to help 

those affected by Cyclone Freddy you can give via our website or get in touch 

with us using the contact information on the back cover.  We will use the 

funds to provide food, soap, utensils, blankets, shelter and house repairs to 

help our partners who face such enormous challenges.   

"Our relatives are buried under here" 



Cover story 



Muluma was one of zm’s earliest mission stations.  It is located in a rural part 

of central Malawi, about 100 miles south west of the capital Lilongwe.  Today 

it is home to a ZEC church, school and health centre.  A new maternity unit 

was commissioned in 2019.  The small facility has become very popular with 

90 babies being delivered in January alone.  But the infrastructure 

surrounding Muluma is very basic: there is no mains electricity and few 

transport options that would allow staff to live remotely.  ZEC therefore asked 

zm to provide more staff houses at Muluma for their healthcare personnel.   

Chris Cresswell, the wife of zm’s former Administrator Colin Cresswell, died in 

March 2021.  Many people donated generously to the mission in her memory.  

Chris had served as a nurse for many years and so it was agreed with the 

Cresswell family that the gifts should be used to build new staff houses at 

Muluma.  These were completed in December.  Thank you to everyone who 

gave so generously in Chris’s memory.  Her faith touched so many hearts 

during her life and will continue to do so.  These homes now stand as a 

permanent legacy to Chris’s life and ministry.    

In loving memory... 

The new semi-detached staff houses for healthcare workers at Muluma  
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Expenditure total 2022: £353,491 
(2021 - £261,528) 

2022 Financial Summary 

Purpose as specified by donor: 

General Income 

ZEC/Other Church/zm Partnerships 

EBCoM 

Mission workers in Malawi  

Supporting UK Personnel/Ministries 

Income total 2022: £250,571 
(2021 - £296,660) 

 

Church and Partner Support  

EBCoM  

Mission workers in Malawi  

UK Ministry and Support  

Mission Direction 

Key 

Note ñ Final figures are subject to independent examination 

2022 Headlines  

¶ zm’s ministry focussed in five areas: gospel-preaching, disciple-making, 

Christlike leadership, sustainability and inter-dependent partnerships 

¶ Expenditure was significantly higher than income due to several factors: 

¶ Disaster relief effort following storms in January, February and March   

¶ Very large cohort of students sponsored at EBCoM 

¶ New staff houses constructed at ZEC’s health centre at Muluma 

¶ School year compressed following COVID resulting in four terms in 2022 

¶ Income generating rice mill at Nthorowa completed 

¶ Over 850 subsidised Bibles distributed to believers in Malawi and northern 

Mozambique  

Review of 2022 

The photo opposite shows disaster relief distribution in April 2022 

at Maphephere River of Life Evangelical Church 



EBCoM - Can you help? 

The new academic year at the Evangelical Bible College of Malawi (EBCoM) 

started in January.  46 zm sponsored students returned to the college to  

continue their studies.  This year we are supporting just six new first year 

students, bringing the total to 52 students.  We are very thankful to every 

church and individual who gives so generously towards these students’ 

training.  It is vital for their future gospel-preaching, disciple-making ministry.    

This year’s low intake of students means that EBCoM’s income will be reduced 

in 2023.  This will hamper its ability to recruit more permanent teaching staff.  

This issue may prevent EBCoM’s accreditation by the National Council for 

Higher Education.  The college currently has just five permanent Malawian 

lecturers, including the Principal.  zm used to support overseas mission 

lecturers at EBCoM, but as our workers retired or moved on we didn’t feel God 

was directing us to replace them.  Up until recently there has been a good 

balance between Malawian and overseas teaching staff.  But today no other 

mission is sending workers to teach at the college.  Maybe one or more of our 

supporters might be able to teach overseas for a year or more?  If you feel 

God might be calling you to do this, please get in touch with Mission Director 

Mike Beresford using the details shown on the back cover.    

Mrs Lemska Manda is one of only five permanent lecturers at EBCoM 

Partner focus 



Partner focus 

“Today I learnt to reach children with the gospel” 

Christians in Malawi can teach us about fortitude and perseverance in 

the face of adversity.  Children for Christ Ministry had planned to visit 

the lakeside town of Nkhotakota in central Malawi to hold two training 

seminars on 17th and 18th March.  Preparations started in January when 

Elevate Mizinga met up with the local pastors’ fraternal.  She discussed 

children’s ministry with them and suggested that their Sunday school 

teachers might like to learn how to present the gospel in age-

appropriate ways.  The pastors eagerly organised the training with CFCM 

and publicised it widely in the town and the surrounding area.   

But then Cyclone Freddy struck.  CFCM’s workers live in Blantyre which 

was badly affected.  Joseph Jeke's wife Mary was injured during the 

cyclone, but thankfully she made a full recovery.  The CFCM team 

decided to continue with the programme as planned.  They travelled 

with UK photography student Tim Lawrence who is making a video 

about CFCM as part of his coursework.   

CFCM trained 61 teachers over two days.  One teacher said: “Today I 

learnt how to reach children with the gospel”.  As part of their training 

the delegates went out and shared the gospel with 140 children in the 

surrounding area.  Let’s give thanks to God for CFCM’s tireless 

determination to ensure that children across Malawi get to hear the 

good news about Jesus.   



“I know that the Lord lives” 

Simon Chikwana has been our Field Director since 2011.  He has a vital role 

in overseeing the mission’s work in Malawi and Mozambique.   Early this year 

Simon started experiencing an eye complaint.  After visiting an 

ophthalmologist he had a CT scan which indicated that he was suffering from 

a brain tumour.  In February he travelled with his wife Edna to India for surgery 

which successfully removed the tumour.  Simon has made a good recovery, 

but the biopsy report recommended that he had a PET scan.  This and other 

tests have showed that his illness is not confined to his brain and other parts 

of his body have been affected.  He is currently undergoing both 

chemotherapy and radiotherapy.  It is hoped that he will be able to return to 

Malawi towards the end of May.  

 

Simon told us: “I know that the Lord lives” - throughout his illness Simon and 

Edna’s faith has remained firm.  Let’s pray for this to continue throughout his 

treatment and for Simon to be completely healed.  Please will you also pray for 

their adult children Sinos, Patience and Hannah who remain at home.  They 

have been parted from each other for a long time.  Please will you also pray 

for our Projects Officer Rose Chirwa who is acting as Field Leader in Simon’s 

absence.  Thank you for standing alongside Simon and Edna and their family 

in prayer.  We are extremely grateful for your support. 

zm’s Field Director speaking at last year’s bookset conference at Nkhotakota 

People 



The late Margaret Mphamba with her husband Sadweck and their family back in 2007 

Latest news 

¶ We will be bringing a mission exhibition to weeks one and two of the 

Keswick Convention (17th - 21st and 24th - 28th July).  You will find us in the 

Lake Road Congregational Church Hall.  We will also be attending Keswick 

in Wales at Llandrindod Wells (31st July - 4th August), the Moray Coast 

Convention in Buckie (7th - 11th August) and the Evangelical Movement of 

Wales Aber Conference (14th - 18th August).  Do come along and see us.    

¶ Malawi remains caught in the grip of an ongoing cholera outbreak.  Over 

1,700 people have died since the first case was confirmed in March 2022.  

There are concerns that overcrowding in camps and poor sanitation 

following Cyclone Freddy may exacerbate the situation.  At Nthorowa 

Health Centre a tent facility has been established to treat patients.  Four 

people from one family died from the disease at Nthorowa.  The father was 

a fisherman who contracted cholera after drinking water from Lake Chirwa 

and brought the disease home with him.   

¶ Many of our supporters will have met Pastor Sadweck Mphamba.  Sadweck 

travelled to the UK and visited a range of churches in 2006 in his capacity 

as Chair of Zambezi Evangelical Church.  Sadweck’s wife Margaret was 

tragically killed in a minibus crash in January.  Two of Margaret’s 

grandchildren who were travelling with her were also injured.  Thankfully 

they have both made full recoveries.  Will you please remember Sadweck 

in your prayers.  Let’s pray that our God, the Father of compassion and the 

God of all comfort, would comfort and strengthen him in his grief.    

Latest news 



John Oswald Simons - 1932 - 2018 

A member of: 

Office/Administrator office@zambesimission.org 

Ritchie Dealtry zm, York Baptist Church, Priory Street, York, YO1 6EX 

 01904 674748  
 

Office Manager c.o’connell@zambesimission.org 

Clare O’Connell (address as office) 

 01904 674748    

 

Mission Director m.beresford@zambesimission.org      

Mike Beresford       (address as office)    

 01904 634288 

Honorary Representatives 

South England        p.curtis@zambesimission.org 

Philip Curtis  Heather View, Ogdens, Fordingbridge, Hampshire, SP6 2PZ 

 07791 874783    
 

East Anglia           Contact the office for details  

    
 

CFCM Specialist r.macbean@zambesimission.org 

Ruth MacBean 15 The Bury, Pavenham, Bedford, MK43 7PX 

 01234 828859     
 

Scotland           j.steel@zambesimission.org  

Johana Steel 2 Rozelle Avenue, Newton Mearns, Glasgow, G77 6YS. 

 01416 394698     

Contact us: 

zm is a charity registered in England and Wales (1165004) and Scotland (SCO46748) 

For mailing purposes we hold your name and address on our computer.  They will not 

be given to any other person or organisation.  Please contact the office if you would like 

to stop receiving this, or any other, publication from zambesi mission. 

@ZMinPrayer @zambesimission 
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www.zambesimission.org 
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