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“This is another Bible College”
Our front cover shows zm’s Projects Officer Rose Chirwa explaining the
importance of teamwork at August’s bookset conference in Nkhotakota. Rose
was one of four facilitators that also included Connex Ijalasi, Gift Mphongolo
and zm’s Field Director Simon Chikwana. These conferences are held each
summer to provide elementary biblical training for rural church leaders - most
of whom have received little or no theological training. Each participant is
given a set of study books including the Bible to help them in their ministry.
Simon Chikwana said: “the theme of the conference was ‘Let us work while it
is daytime’. The aim was to remind ourselves of the urgency of the hour. We
covered many subjects: disciple-making, leadership and vision, pitfalls leaders
face, preaching the word, understanding Islam, teamwork, walking with God,
cultural challenges, transformational leadership and biblical principles of
marriage. COVID restrictions at the first conference at Mzuzu in July restricted
numbers to just 56 attendees. The venue at Nkhotakota was much larger,
allowing 120 leaders from over ten denominations to join”. One pastor said
“This is another Bible College”; another said “this conference has been unique
in the quality of its teaching”. The Chair of the Pastor’s Fraternal at
Nkhotakota, Reverend Lawrence Mbuna concluded: “Just as iron sharpens
iron, so we feel sharpened”.
Iron sharpens iron: church leaders at this summer’s bookset conference at Nkhotakota
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At last! Power comes to Chifunga
For nearly two years the new maize mill at Chifunga had waited silent
and empty. Although power lines ran tantalisingly close, the village’s
transformer had insufficient capacity. A contract was placed with
Malawi’s national utility company ESCoM and we waited patiently for the
new power supply. Then the global pandemic struck. But little by little
(and with a lot of pressure from our team in Malawi) the installation
progressed. In August the mill was finally switched on and tested. A
large queue formed outside the mill on 1st September 2021, the day
miller Sharick Peterson (shown above) started grinding maize into flour.
Why are we bothered about a maize mill? James 1: 27. Ever since the
HIV/AIDS crisis of the 1980s, zm’s partner the Zambezi Evangelical
Church has been caring for vulnerable children at its Orphan Daycare
Centres (ODCs). Every weekday ZEC feeds children with a nutritious
meal and with God’s word. zm has helped with the cost of this for over
35 years. But one of our key strategies is to help our partners with the
resources they need for ministry. This led to the ‘Tender Shoots’
project, which saw maize and rice mills being constructed at Chifunga
and Nthorowa. Praise God! ZEC now have the capability to look after
the vulnerable children at Chifunga themselves.

Project focus

“Be joyful in
hope, patient in
affliction,
faithful in
prayer.”
Romans 12: 12
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Equipped for Ministry
“What am I doing here?” said the pastor in despair. Gospel ministry in rural
Malawi or northern Mozambique can be overwhelmingly tough. The sense of
isolation can cause a pastor to seriously consider abandoning his church. zm
has seen the crucial role that a pastor’s wife, their companion in ministry, can
have. The Evangelical Bible College of Malawi (EBCoM) aims to equip women
like Alise Alberto Patricio (pictured opposite) to face these challenges.
As a cost-saving measure, the women’s programme is currently being run in
two four-week long sessions. The photo below shows the ladies who came to
EBCoM in July with their children and joined their husbands who had been
studying full-time. Almost all of them are Mozambican. The course aims to
equip them primarily to use God’s word for their spiritual growth, but also in
practical ways so that they can support their families. In their future ministry
they will need to be able to teach other women as well as children. As
pastors’ wives they will also need to help with marriage counselling. Let’s give
thanks to God for EBCoM as it prepares these women for ministry. Please
pray that the college soon has the financial resources to revert to running the
course for a full year again. Please also pray for Alise and these other women
as they enter ministry with their husbands at the end of the year.
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Latest news
 We give thanks to God that COVID cases in Malawi and Mozambique have

dropped to just a handful of cases per day. Both countries have been
removed from the UK’s travel red-list, opening up the prospect of travel for
mission representatives to and from Malawi again.

 We are delighted to announce the appointment of Johana Steel as our new

representative in Scotland. Johana is a member of Newton Mearns Baptist
Church near Glasgow. Her interest in zm goes back over 20 years. Please
join us in welcoming Johana to her new role. Her contact details are shown
on the back cover. She will soon be contacting zm supporting churches in
her area. But please feel free to get in touch with her first and invite her to
share more about zm at your church!

 During the pandemic we have been making temporary adjustments to the

numbers of publications that we send out to churches. We will be reverting
to pre-pandemic quantities when we send out the next edition in January.

 ZEC Malawi’s annual synod meeting took place in August. COVID

restrictions forced it to be shortened in duration and held outside in tents.
ZEC were able to review and agree their latest strategic plan. They
reaffirmed their vision to “be a church that brings people into the glory of
God”. Their four priorities will be biblical leadership, biblical evangelism
and discipleship, self-sustainability and biblical worship.

Sunday school teachers at a CFCM seminar. A £25 donation through zm’s Gift Scheme
(see opposite page) helps CFCM to train five Sunday school teachers.
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Gift Scheme and 2022 Calendars
 zm’s Gift Scheme provides a range of gifts that you can “give” to friends or

relations. They cost as little as £5, yet meet a variety of unmet needs in
Malawi and Mozambique. We can provide you with a card to send out,
describing the gift you have made on the recipient’s behalf. If you have
previously used the Gift Scheme you will receive a leaflet with your copy of
Update. You can also order all the gifts online through our website if you
prefer. If you have not received a leaflet and would like to be sent one,
please contact the office on 01904 674748 or office@zambesimission.org.

 2022 wall calendars are available from the office for £6.50 including
postage and packing. Each one depicts a variety of aspects of zm’s
ministry in Malawi and northern Mozambique.

Gospel Cards, etc
This year zm will again benefit from the sale of Christmas cards and other gifts
available from Gospel Cards, etc. Their products are produced to a very high
standard and make excellent presents for children and adults; the cards are
perfect for sending to both Christian and non-Christian family and friends.
See the enclosed leaflet for further details, or if you receive Update via email
please download the catalogue using the highlighted link. Don’t forget to
circle zambesi mission at the bottom of the form when you place an order.
20% of their Christmas card sales and 5% of the sale of other items will be
given to 26 Christian missions, including zm. We and other societies have
received over £350,000 in this way. Thank you for your support.
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