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“Sunday school teachers have never been trained here!”
Children for Christ Ministry’s workers travel wherever they can and work
tirelessly to ensure that teachers are fully equipped to share the gospel with
children. Likoma and Chizumulu Islands lie far from the shoreline in Lake
Malawi. Some Christians who live there had told CFCM that no Sunday school
teacher training had ever taken place on the islands, even though Likoma is
home to one of the largest Anglican cathedrals in southern Africa.

Our front cover shows CFCM worker Elevate Mizinga telling young people in
one of Chizumulu’s primary schools how they can know salvation through
Jesus Christ. Elevate travelled to the islands with fellow CFCM worker Joseph
Jeke, volunteer trainer Samson Kapangalika and zm visitor Tim Lawrence.
CFCM wrote: “Thank God for the seminars that were carried out on Likoma
and Chizumulu islands last month. Thank God that 45 teachers were trained
and that pastors also attended. Praise God that now there are teachers who
know how to explain the gospel to the children of Likoma and Chizumulu.
Also, we thank God for protecting us on this trip. There were delays and extra
expenses because of car breakdown, and the outgoing ferry journey was very
rough, but God is merciful and the programme was not affected”. Please pray
that many children would come to saving faith in Jesus on Chizumulu and
Likoma Islands through the 45 newly trained Sunday school teachers.
Boarding the MV Ilala for Likoma Island at Nkhata Bay (photo courtesy Tim Lawrence)
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”...this gospel is bearing fruit and growing”
Over 1,200 women from the Chiyanjano Cha Amayi from the Zambezi
Evangelical Church came together for a regional conference at Mwanza
in September. Chiyanjano Cha Amayi means Fellowship of Women in
Chichewa. The photo above shows them wearing their distinctive
uniform for Sunday worship on the final day. The conference had four
main objectives: to bring together women from all the ZEC churches in
southern Malawi; to empower their spiritual growth; to worship God
together; and to spread the gospel in the surrounding area.

The theme of the conference was taken from Isaiah 53:1, “to whom has
the arm of the Lord been revealed?” There were many different
preachers, including Mrs Kaziya from Lusungwi ZEC. The messages
looked at different people in the Bible whose lives were transformed
when they met God. On Saturday afternoon, the women separated into
four groups and headed into nearby villages for open air and door to
door evangelism. Even though there weren't enough vehicles, zm’s
Projects Officer Rose Chirwa said “I was impressed at how willing the
women were to walk long distances to witness to others”. She
continued, “we saw so many people coming to the Lord - not only the
lost, but also those who were backslidden came to repentance”. Thank
you to everyone who supported this conference financially, your gifts
have really helped the arm of the Lord to be revealed to many people.
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Growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord
zm’s bookset conferences returned again this summer, thankfully without any
COVID related restrictions. Two conferences were held - the first at Chiradzulu
in August and the second at Mwanza in September. We were thankful that we
had chosen locations that are relatively close to Blantyre, since severe fuel
shortages are currently affecting Malawi. The bookset conferences provide
elementary biblical training for rural church leaders, most of whom have
received little or no theological training. At the end, each participant is given a
set of study books including the Bible to help them in their ministry.
Each conference covers a range of topics, including: disciple-making,
leadership and vision, pitfalls leaders face, preaching the word, understanding
Islam, teamwork, walking with God, cultural challenges, transformational
leadership and biblical principles of marriage. 241 church leaders from more
15 denominations attended the conferences at Chiradzulu and Mwanza.

Many of the participants pleaded with zm’s Field Director Simon Chikwana
saying, “we should be doing this here every year”! We are very thankful for
donations of English and Chichewa books from Banner of Truth Trust and
Christian Books Worldwide. Thank you also to everyone who prayed for these
conferences or gave financially to cover their running costs.
Guest speaker Yunusu Mataka teaches about reaching Muslims for Christ at Mwanza
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Latest news
 Very sadly Gerald Kayuni, one of students at the Evangelical Bible College

of Malawi, died suddenly in July. He was just 48 years old and had been
studying in preparation to be one of ZEC’s rural churchplanters. Please
pray for his widow Maureen and their four children Renneck, Eli, Brian and
Martha who range in ages from 17 to 6 years old.

 As part of Children for Christ Ministry’s endeavours to become less

dependent on zm, a group of its supporters have founded CFCM-UK. zm is
fully supportive of this initiative. Over time we will be asking those who
support CFCM through zm to channel their support through CFCM-UK.
From this month onwards, CFCM-UK have also taken full responsibility for
producing their own newsletter, although for existing supporters it will
continue to be sent out together with zm’s publications. CFCM-UK have
also established a new website. Please pray that these efforts to ensure
that CFCM in Malawi becomes more self-sustaining will bear fruit.

 We were pleased to attend the unveiling of the statue Antelope on the

Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square in London in September. Designed by
Malawian artist Samson Kambalu, it depicts Pastor John Chilembwe and
Australian zm missionary John Chorley. In 1893 John Chilembwe was one
of the first Malawians to come to faith in Christ through the work of zm.
You can read more about the statue and its connection with the mission in
the news section of our website. The statue will be on display until 2024.

A £15 donation through zm’s Gift Scheme (see opposite page) provides someone like
Mrs Mphamba from Tsabola ZEC with a goat, their own long-term living investment plan.
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Gift Scheme and 2023 Calendars
 zm’s Gift Scheme provides a range of gifts from Bibles and bicycles to

beehives and goats that you can “give” to friends or relations. They cost as
little as £5, yet meet a variety of unmet needs in Malawi and Mozambique.
We can provide you with a card to send out to each recipient, describing
the gift you have made on their behalf. You will find all the details in the
Gift Scheme leaflet enclosed. Alternatively you can order the gifts and
cards online through our website if you prefer.

 2023 A4 sized wall calendars are available from the office for £6.50

including postage and packing. Each one depicts a variety of aspects of
zm’s ministry in Malawi and northern Mozambique.

Gospel Cards, etc
This year zm will again benefit from the sale of Christmas cards and other gifts
from Gospel Cards etc. Their high quality products make excellent presents
for adults and children; their wide range of cards are perfect for sending to
both Christian and non-Christian family and friends.
The catalogue is enclosed with your copy of Update and In Prayer. Don’t
forget to circle zambesi mission at the bottom of the form when you place an
order. If you receive Update via email please download the catalogue or place
your order online using one of the links in the email. 20% of their Christmas
card sales and 5% of the sale of other items will be given to 25 Christian
missions including zm. We and other societies have received over £360,000
in this way. Thank you for your support.
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