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Be shepherds of God’s flock

Our cover photo shows Pastor Joachim Lihama with his young son Delson.
Joachim is the Regional Superintendent for the Zambezi Evangelical Church
(ZEC) in north eastern Mozambique. It is a sparsely populated area with very
rudimentary infrastructure. Joachim has an important role - he is responsible
for oversight of the ZEC churches and their pastors in his region. His training
at the Evangelical Bible College of Malawi between 2014 and 2017 really
helped to prepare him for this ministry.

In late September a team from zm travelled to Mozambique with Pastor
Lihama and Pastors Joao Thupilifa and Zechariah Bulawayo, the Chair and
General Secretary of ZEC in Mozambique. They attended worship services in
eight different churches and interacted with pastors and their congregations.
zm’s Mission Director Mike Beresford said: “I had been wanting to visit this
part of Mozambique for a long time. It was particularly good to travel with our
Field Director Simon Chikwana after he had been off sick for several months.
We are so thankful that he is now back at work full-time and has resumed his
former role. Sadly we discovered that some pastors had been unable to
endure the pressures of ministry. It reminded us that our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, authorities and powers of this
world and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Will you please
pray earnestly for ZEC’s churches and pastors in north eastern Mozambique?

Pastor Simon Chikwana addresses the congregation at Muhuruni ZEC in Mozambique
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“Fear the Lord and serve Him with all faithfulness.”

ZEC’s Annual Church Conference was held at Mitsidi in Blantyre at the
end of August. Mitsidi ZEC is not a very large church, so a tent was
installed outside the building to accommodate the large number of
people attending. During the conference the synod delegates elected
Pastor Robert Yanduya (shown above left) as General Secretary and
Pastor Robert Mambeya (shown on right) as Chair. Pastors Duncan
N’goma and Innocent Wachimwa were elected as their deputies. These
new leaders will serve the church for the next five years. Robert
Yanduya and Innocent Wachimwa used to teach at the Evangelical Bible
College of Malawi (EBCoM), so they are well acquainted with the
challenges of training men and women for ministry.

The services held over the weekend included the ordination of nine new
pastors. Almost all of them had been supported by zm to train at
EBCoM. The former leaders of ZEC, Pastors James Baisson Phiri and
Chimwemwe Kanjirawaya, have now passed the baton on to Robert
Yanduya and Robert Mambeya. Let’s give thanks to God for the hard
work and efforts of the outgoing leaders. Let’s pray that the new
leaders would serve the Lord tirelessly and selflessly in their new roles.
We give thanks to God that a good working relationship between zm and
the new leaders has been established right from the start.
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Ndife asilikali a Yesu. We are soldiers of Christ.

This summer the Chiyanjano Cha Amayi (Women’s Fellowship) from the
Zambezi Evangelical Church held three regional conferences in different parts
of northern Mozambique. Over 2,000 women joined the conference at the
very remote village of Temba. A similar number attended the event at Vila
Ulongue (pictured below). The conference at Makolokoto in north eastern
Mozambique was much smaller, but those who participated were equally
faithful and determined.

Each conference followed a similar pattern. The first day opened with
worship, choirs and prayer. Then the women prayed before setting off to the
local trading centres and villages for open air and door to door evangelism.
They took turns with local ZEC pastors to preach the word of God to everyone
who came to listen. The photo opposite shows Mrs Maria Fabiao, one of the
Chiyanjano leaders, sharing the good news about Jesus at the village of Musi
near Makolokoto.

On Sunday morning the women marched to attend an open air worship
service. As they marched they sang “Ndife asilikali a Yesu” (We are soldiers of
Christ). At Makolokoto the Chairlady Mrs Idah Davide preached from 1
Samuel 27: 1, reminding the women to run to Christ because He is our refuge.
Let’s give thanks to God for the remarkable faith of the Chiyanjano women in
Mozambique, and for their wonderful work and witness.
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Mission Director role - UK based salaried position

Are you interested in leading zambesi mission as we increasingly involve
Malawian believers in setting our priorities and overseeing our work? These
are exciting times to be working alongside the church in Africa as we pursue
our vision to see sustainable, gospel-preaching, disciple-making churches
across Malawi and northern Mozambique.

With Mike Beresford retiring in August 2024, we are looking for a new Mission
Director to lead our small staff team based in the UK and Malawi as we
support our partners in Malawi and northern Mozambique. These comprise a
Bible College, two national churches, an interdenominational children’s
ministry and a discipleship training provider. The role also involves
encouraging UK churches and believers to journey alongside our African
partners.

Details of the skills, values and experience we are looking for, together with
further information about the role and the mission’s work, are available at
www.zambesimission.org/newmissiondirector. Information about how to
apply are also provided, along with contact details if you would like to have an
informal chat about the role.

It is an occupational requirement that this post is filled by a committed
Christian who is active in church life. Equality Act 2010, Part 1, Schedule 9
applies. We are committed to building a culturally diverse workforce.
Therefore, we welcome applications from people, regardless of their
background. The closing date for receipt of completed applications is Sunday
26t November.

Gospel Cards, etc

This year zm will again benefit from the sale of Christmas cards and other gifts
from Gospel Cards, etc. However, following a change in their approach, we
will not be sending all our supporters a catalogue. You can either contact
zm’s office to order a copy of their catalogue or order their gifts online from
their website at www.GospelCardsEtc.com.

Their high quality cards are perfect for sending to both Christian and non-
Christian family and friends. If you receive Update via email you can place
your order online using one of the links in the email. 5% of their Christmas
card sales will be given to 16 Christian missions including zm. We and others
like us have received nearly £400,000 in this way. Thank you so much for
your support.




Gift Scheme and 2024 Calendars

e zm'’s Gift Scheme provides a range of gifts such as Bibles, beehives and
goats that you can “give” to friends or relations. They cost as little as £9,
yet meet a variety of needs in Malawi and Mozambique. You will find all
the details in our Gift Scheme leaflet. We can provide you with a card to
send out to each recipient, describing the gift you have made on their
behalf. Alternatively you can order the gifts and cards online through our
website if you prefer.

e 2024 A4 sized wall calendars are available from the office for £7.50
including postage and packing. Each one depicts a variety of aspects of
zm’s ministry in Malawi and northern Mozambique.

Latest news

e Zambezi Evangelical Church (ZEC) has just celebrated the 40t anniversary
of Fellowship of Youth (FoY). They marked the occasion with a national
conference at Chipoka (see photo below) on the shores of Lake Malawi in
the central region. The outgoing Chair of ZEC Pastor Chimwemwe
Kanjirawaya addressed the young people from 1 Samuel 7: 1-14, saying
“Thus far has the Lord helped us”. He spoke about the vital role that FoY
groups have in preparing people for pastoral ministry and churchplanting
roles. The conference also included talks on the history of FoY and careers
advice for those who were seeking work. There were also sporting contests
with football and netball tournaments taking place.
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