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Cover story 

An exceptional achievement 

Laston Kamwaza is the fourth of seven children.  He lives with his mother and 

younger siblings in a very rudimentary home in the village of Nthorowa.  His 

father died in 2006.  Laston is one of many children who have been 

supported by zambesi mission through the Zambezi Evangelical Church’s 

Orphan Daycare Centre (ODC) at Nthorowa.  But Laston is different from 

almost every other person in his community.  He passed his Malawi School 

Certificate of Education (MSCE) exams, the equivalent of our ’A’ levels.  

Perhaps you may be thinking, “so what?”  The ODC Administrator at Nthorowa, 

Fashion Faiti, explains why this is so exceptional: “In this whole village not 

more than five young men and women have ever achieved this - and all of 

them went through our hands”. 

Laston’s mother Edna told us why the ODC had been such a Godsend.  

“Laston is a good young man, but I didn’t have the means to look after him.  

School fees were too expensive for me, because of my lack of resources.  

Even food is a problem for me”.  The ODC has been able to help Edna to meet 

Laston’s needs for food and education.  But crucially, the ODC has also 

addressed his spiritual needs.   

Thank you to everyone who supports children at the ODCs.  Your generosity 

helps to transform lives.  Do remember the children in prayer as they work 

hard at school, despite facing many difficulties.  Please pray that Laston’s 

dream of studying at university would become a reality.  Pray also that he 

would grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Laston Kamwaza at home with his mother Edna and younger brother and sister 



Pastors’ and Elders’ Bookset Conferences 

How would you prepare to preach if you had no Bible and no study 

books?  And no formal theological education?  This is the reality for 

many in Malawi.  Worse still, indigenous church leaders are often 

steeped in animistic culture and traditions.  zm runs ‘bookset 

conferences’ to address these challenges.  The events held this year at 

Salima, Limbuli and Zalewa have been one of the highlights of the 

summer.  Former zm missionaries Abraham and Ruth Folayan returned 

from Nigeria to Malawi to help with the teaching programme.   

125 participants from 41 different church denominations came to the 

conference at Salima in July (pictured above).  zm’s Field Director Simon 

Chikwana said: “it was evident that some of the pastors were in ministry 

but were not well prepared due to the fact that 13 pastors gave their 

lives to the Lord!”.  The Limbuli conference was a last-minute addition in 

response to the pleas of the local pastors’ fraternal.  Simon shared: 

“true to the call, they organised themselves quickly and along came 99 

leaders from 21 different denominations”.  The last conference at 

Zalewa in August was attended by over 105 leaders drawn from 30 

different denominations.  20 people who travelled long distances to 

attend this conference slept overnight in the church.  Simon described 

this as “commitment at its highest level”.  Over 3,200 books and Bibles 

were distributed to the church leaders at the three conferences.  

Project focus  



We were greeted by a lively choir on arrival at Nkangwe Zambezi Evangelical 

Church (ZEC) in north west Mozambique.  They sang and danced, praising 

God. Then, still dancing and singing, they surged up the small footpath with us 

and we all entered the small church together. The worship service soon 

began. Hymns were sung and choirs praised God.  The Word was preached.   

The congregation sat quietly, listening intently (see below); and like the church 

at Berea in Acts 17, “they received the message with great eagerness”.      

The history of ZEC in Mozambique goes back to 1902, when one of zm’s 

earliest missionaries, Rev William Galloway, planted a new church at 

Mtengowabalame, just a few miles from the Malawian border.  Pastor Yesaya 

Kabango became the first Mozambican pastor in 1937.   

Today, ZEC in Mozambique is independent of both zambesi mission and ZEC 

Malawi.  In September, at their General Synod meeting, they elected new 

leaders: Chair Joao Thupilifa; Deputy Chair Benjamin Savanthenga; General 

Secretary Zakariya Bulawayo; and Deputy General Secretary David Waite.  

Despite their lack of material possessions, this church can teach us that 

important biblical principle that “godliness with contentment is great gain”.  

 

With great eagerness... 

Partner focus  



“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 

spiritual fervour, serving the Lord.” 

Romans 12: 11 

Partner focus  



Disaster relief efforts recognised 

Along with 12 other organisations, zm recently received a joint award from the 

Scotland Malawi Partnership in recognition of our response to those affected 

by the Cyclone Idai storms.  The photo shows our Honorary Representative for 

Scotland, Ralph Gunn, accepting the award from HRH The Princess Royal.  We 

give thanks to God for the generosity of zm's supporters.  We thank all our 

staff for their role in raising awareness of the plight of our brothers and sisters 

in Christ in Malawi and Mozambique.  Particular recognition goes to our staff 

in Malawi for their tireless work, often enduring hardship, to bring relief to 

those who had been devastated.  We continue to look to God for His provision 

in the difficult months to come before the next harvest is safely gathered in.  

Ralph Gunn receives the Scotland Malawi Partnership award from HRH Princess Anne 

Farewell... and welcome! 

Our Honorary Representative for Scotland Ralph Gunn has decided to step 

down from his role with zm after nearly 12 years’ service.  We are so thankful 

to God for everything he has enabled Ralph to do within the mission.  We pray 

that the Lord would richly bless and strengthen him, his wife Jean and their 

entire family in his retirement.   As we say farewell to Ralph, we are delighted 

to announce the appointment of a new representative for South England, 

Philip Curtis.  We will share more about Philip in our next edition of Update.   

People 



Latest news 

This year zm will benefit from the sale of Christmas cards and other cards and 

gifts available from Gospel Cards, etc.  20% of their Christmas card sales and 

5% of the sale of other items will be given to 27 Christian missions, including 

zm.  We and other societies have received over £350,000 in this way. 

Produced to a very high standard the calendars, books, etc. make excellent 

presents for children and adults; while the cards are perfect for sending to 

both Christian and non-Christian family and friends.  See the enclosed leaflet 

for further details, or if you receive Update via email please download the 

catalogue using the highlighted link.  Don’t forget to circle zambesi mission at 

the bottom of the form when you place an order.  Thank you for your support. 

Gospel Cards, etc 

 zm’s Gift Scheme provides a range of gifts that you can “give” to friends or 

relations.  They cost as little as £5, yet meet a variety of unmet needs in 

Malawi and Mozambique.  We can provide you with a card to send out, 

describing the gift you have made on the recipient’s behalf.  This year we 

are only sending our Gift Scheme leaflet to those who have used the 

scheme previously.  If you have not received a leaflet and would like to be 

sent one, please contact the office.  Alternatively, you can access the Gift 

Scheme online if you prefer.  We are offering a free jar of Ntonda honey to 

the first eight people who use the scheme to make a gift of a beehive!   

 2020 wall calendars are available from the office for £6.50 including 

postage and packing.  Each one depicts a variety of aspects of zm’s 

ministry in Malawi and northern Mozambique.   

Gift Scheme and 2020 calendars 
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