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Farewell Abusa (Pastor) Simon Chikwana

On Monday 2nd September 2024 Our Field Director in Malawi went home to
be with the Lord. Our former Mission Director Mike Beresford reflected on
Simon’s life and witness:

Simon was Field Director when | started in 2012. My warm affection and
strong appreciation for his character and friendship grew over the years that
we worked together. Simon was a godly and righteous man. His love of the
Lord was very apparent and he had a very impressive knowledge of the
scriptures. He was devoted to God. One time when we were travelling in a
remote part of Mozambique, circumstances meant that we had to share a
room. | recall waking up very early in the morning to see him praying quietly
in the dark by the side of his bed. When in Blantyre we would start every day
with devotions: studying the word of God and praying together before
embarking on the day’s work. In these times, Simon’s words of quiet wisdom
brought us all riches and great joy and encouragement.

Simon faced many challenges and pressures. But he was a man

of integrity who was steadfast and always stood up for what was right. Simon
was also a generous man in many ways. He and his wife Edna would always
treat me and other visitors with warm and lavish hospitality at their home in
Blantyre. Simon would also share his gifts and his knowledge
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Simon Chikwana and Lilfred Madeya

generously. He remembered those in remote places or difficult
circumstances and helped them however he could. He was particularly
keen to help people to come to faith in Christ and then grow as
disciples. He also wanted them to learn to become increasingly self-
reliant in their faith in Christ and then grow as disciples.

Simon was also a tireless man. We travelled far and wide together,
often visiting three or four church each day. Simon was almost always
my translator. He had the hardest job as he had twice as much work to
do as | did. | was also conscious that he did a huge amount of work
behind the scenes to ensure that my visits went smoothly. During the
recent fuel shortages in Malawi, he would go out hunting and queuing
for fuel to avoid disruption to our travel plans. Simon often said to me:
“we will rest in heaven”. Our work in God’s harvest field continues, but
how true these words are for him now.

In the words of former zm’s mission workers Abraham and Ruth
Folayan:

“Tio Nana Abusa. We are on our way and until we meet at the feet of
Jesus - to part no more.”




Equipping pastors to share the gospel.

In August a bookset conference was held at Thyolo Living Waters Church. It
was an outstanding time with zm and our partners collaborating to equip and
empower over 140 pastors and elders. for ministry

Pastor Gift Mphongolo delivered sessions covering ‘Transformational
Leadership’ and Walking with God’ while he emphasized the importance of
living a prayerful, godly life. Pastor Connex ljalasi taught regarding ‘Disciple
Making’ and ‘Vision Setting’. A highlight of the conference was when Pastor
Yunus Mataka, a Muslim convert and the only one in his family following
Christ, shared of his conversion and gave helpful insight into proclaiming the
gospel to Muslims.

Our Field Director, Simon Chikwana brought the conference to a close in what
would be his final speech with the words:

“Do not forget that there is a Supervisor who is watching whatever we are
doing, as | am leaving | do so in the knowledge that you have been given all
the information required in your ministry, it is up to you to use it or not.”.

Pictured below: attendees at the conference who each received a set of reference
books to use in their ministry (pictured right) and opposite: Simon Chikawa.
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Latest news from ZEC Mozambique

On 24t and 25t July the synod elections were held at Ntacha Angonia in
Mozambique. Pastor Gift Mphongolo, the principal of the Evangelical Bible
College of Malawi, travelled with the zm team and opened the elections with a
wonderful sermon from 1 Corinthians. He shared about how we are all
different, yet essential parts, of one body and stressed the need for co-
ordination and unity.

Pastor Saimone Mariquete, the newly elected General Secretary outlined with
us their exciting five year strategy as follows:

o To see many more reached by the gospel, and specifically by planting
churches in urban areas where the need is great.

. To see more promising young leaders educated and equipped to be
pastors to plant more churches.

. To facilitate discipleship training for theirmembers to see them “growing
in the knowledge and faith in Jesus Christ”.

. To maximize their sustainability as a church by establishing income
generating projects such as chicken farming and perhaps even rental
accommodation.

Please keep them in prayer as they go about the Lord’s work.

The newly elected Synod: Enesto Sakwiya (Treasurer), Rapheal Whyson (Vice General Secretary),
Saimone Mariquete (General Secretary), Christova Chambwinja (Vice Chairman), Akorinto Bito
(Chairman)
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Urgent drought and famine warning

There is a crisis anticipated in southern and central Malawi and by
extension the areas of Mozambique where we work. The government
response is likely to only benefit 10% of households needing
assistance. Food price inflation is already above last year and above
the 5-year average. Please pray for God’s provision for the millions of
households that will be affected and that resources will be stewarded
well.

Gift Scheme and 2024 Calendars

e zm’s Gift Scheme provides a range of gifts such as Bibles, beehives and
goats that you can “give” to friends or relations. They cost as little as £9,
yet meet a variety of needs in Malawi and Mozambique. You will find all
the details in our Gift Scheme leaflet. We can provide you with a card to
send out to each recipient, describing the gift you have made on their
behalf. Alternatively you can order the gifts and cards online through our
website if you prefer.

e 2024 A4 sized wall calendars are available from the office for £8.00
including postage and packing. Each one depicts a variety of aspects of
zm’s ministry in Malawi and northern Mozambique.

.Gospel Cards etc.

This year zm will again benefit from the sale of Christmas cards and other gifts
from Gospel Cards, etc. However, following a change in their approach, we
will not be sending all our supporters a catalogue. You can either contact
zm'’s office to order a copy of their catalogue or order their gifts online from
their website at www.GospelCardsEtc.com.

Volunteer needed

Are you a committed Christian, gifted in the world of I.T. and specifically
Publisher and Wordpress? Do you feel called to further the aim of seeing the
gospel preached in Malawi and Mozambique? If this is you, please contact
m.mccabe@zambesimission.org to arrange an informal discussion regarding
this flexible, part-time position.
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