
 Zambesi Times 
Issue 4 Remember me from last 

time? My name is Kondwani 

and my green crocodile 

friend is called Chikondi. We 

live in Malawi in Africa 

Whoa!! Issue number 4 already!

There’s lots to learn in this 

edition about Malawi, 

Mission ..... and Mosquitoes 

This is the flag of Malawi. The colour RED stands for the blood 

spilt in Malawi’s struggle for independence and freedom. The 

colour GREEN is a picture of Malawi’s land and vegetation. The 

RISING SUN shows the hope of Malawi’s future, becoming better 

for all its people. 

The RED can remind us of Jesus’ blood - He gave His life for our freedom from sin 

The GREEN can remind us of the need to grow as Christians - learning more about Jesus and becoming 

more like Him 

The RISING SUN reminds us that God’s Son, Jesus, rose from the dead - giving us hope for a future in 

Heaven with Him 

maybe the Malawi flag could help remind us why it is important to share the good 

news about Jesus in Malawi and around the world 

 

g o o d n e w s e v 

i h o m k r h y d s 

l d p b l o o d l o 

z g r e e n p s e n 

f v s i n t e u a t 

d x r e d g m n r a 

x m g n d e t z n y 

j d r i b j e s u s 

z r f r e e d o m n 

v h e a v e n i f z 

Hey Kondwani, how many words can you find 

here from the Malawi flag reminder above? 

I found khumi ndi 

mphambu ziwiri  

(that’s Chichewa, the 

main Malawian language, 

for twelve!) 



I love African proverbs, and this is one of 

my favourites! It reminds me that you are 

never too small - or too young - to make a 

difference.  

Even a big, handsome, crocodile like me, 

isn’t as dangerous as a mosquito! Read 

the story below to find out why... 

Do you sometimes think you are too small to make a difference? 

 Have you got a baby brother or sister…..?   

   do they make themselves heard? 

Well, let’s think about something  

 Have you ever been ill?  

   Really ill?  

 What’s the worst disease you know about? 

   Whooping cough? Measles?..... 

In Malawi and many parts of Africa, malaria is a very serious disease that affects everyone - especially children. 

Everyone who lives to be an adult has developed some resistance to it, but they can still have very serious bouts 

of malaria. Many missionaries to Africa have died of malaria. Visitors have to take medicines which prevent the 

worst effects of it.  

Malaria is spread by a certain type of mosquito, which gives a very itchy bite that lasts for days. You hear them 

coming and often they seem to head straight for your ear…..bzzzzzzzz... They suck a little of your blood for their 

food. If the mosquito is carrying malaria, you get it too.  

The best way to avoid getting malaria is to avoid getting bitten and since they mostly come out at night a 

mosquito net over the bed prevents them getting in to you. Simple! But not so easy if your bed is a reed 

mat on the floor. There’s not much to tuck it into! And what if a mosquito gets into the net with you?! It 

can’t get out and you can’t get away quickly! And it homes in on your ear, for a nice warm juicy bite!!! Speaking 

from experience it is very hard to get back to sleep!  

So .... if you think you are too small to make a difference, you haven’t spent a night with a mosquito! 

King Josiah was just eight years old when he became king (see in the Bible 2 Kings chapter 22 -23). 

He started a clean-up of the Temple in Jerusalem and found God’s Word, which had long been forgotten. He read 

it, realised how important it was and encouraged his people to clean up their lives and live for God.‘ 

Are YOU too young or too small to make a difference?? Absolutely not!! ...unless you are 

smaller than a mosquito!! 

“mosquito” is a Spanish word meaning “little fly” 

only female mosquitoes bite 

there are over 3000 species of mosquitoes 

malaria affects 250 million people a year 

a mosquito can drink up to 3 times its weight in blood 

It would take 1.2 million mosquito bites to take all your blood 

mosquitoes don’t have teeth 

1 child dies every minute from malaria in Africa 

most mosquitoes are between 3 - 6mm and weigh 5mg 

here are a few 

mosquito facts 

I’ve learnt 

today…. 

The Chichewa name 

for mosquito is 

udzudzu (which 

sounds a bit like the 

noise I make!) 



zambesi mission (zm) works with the church in Malawi to spread the good news about Jesus. One way that the 

church seeks to tell others about Jesus is by providing health care in local clinics. In these clinics babies, 

children, pregnant mothers and others can be helped with medicines when they get malaria. Mothers-to-be are 

also taught about keeping healthy and are provided with mosquito nets to help prevent malaria. 

Helping people in this way is a great way of showing God’s love and care as well as giving opportunities to tell 

people about Jesus. 

What ways do you have at school or at home to show people God’s love and to tell them about Jesus? 

Crack the code below to find 

out how God has shown His 

love for everyone. 
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So, whether you are  size of a      

 

or a 

 or even a  

...your task is to show the love of God 

and tell others all about the God who 

loves them….  

...and that’s what mission is all about 
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my Chichewa name is udzudzu 

this can help remind me why it is important to 

share the good news  

for God so loved the …... 

we need to show and tell others about God’s ... 

serious disease carried by mosquitoes 

the boy king who didn’t believe in being 

too young to make a difference 

Yay, another puzzle!! 

...but this one looks a 

bit tricky.. 

...Nah, its easy. If you’ve read 

the first 3 pages then all the 

answers are there! 

And my favourite country is 

written in the middle to give you 

a clue. Just fill in the missing 

letters in the boxes... 

Do you know what “partners” or “partnership” means? 

Have you ever watched a game of tennis where there are two 

players on each side of the net? One of them might be better 

at serving or smashing the ball overhead, while the other one 

might be better at rallies from the base line or have quick 

reactions close to the net. But the key thing is that these two 

players work together to try and win the match.  

That’s a bit like how zambesi mission works with its partners 

in Malawi and Northern Mozambique. 

There are many gifted men and women in these countries who speak the language, know how things are done 

in their country and want to see God build His Kingdom there. We can help them through praying for them, 

encouraging them and providing some of the things they need to keep showing and sharing God’s love to the 

people around them. 

Can you unscramble the muddled words below to work out some of the ways zambesi mission and its partners 

are involved in showing and sharing God’s love: 

… nda tols rome …!! 

For more information check out the zm info leaflets, visit www.zambesimission.org  or find us on facebook 


